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OBJECTIVES 




• . Tv -aeterninwi if the American commmrxisi ' 

2 . Considered the German forces capable of laxmching a major 

. co’unterox'fensiva,, 



as the result of 

recognition of enemy 'laiild-trp preparations. •- V. s '*v.- ■: ’ ’ ’ . li/'. . 

... - i; . . -v »«3odis»' •-• 

' : ; whicfi*^^ ae^ir^ el^arT ' ‘ 

* : i* '^aiiz^--<t^ckiy t&e T 1 - " ^ i / "■ ' 



METHODOLOGY. 



1. A detailed examination was made of intelligence and operational 
combat records that were officially issued by all participating 
com and on at least the regimental level up, and Which were held by the 
Historical Records Section, Departmental Records Branch, AGO, 

A. Xar ticular intelligence documents were aggressively sought 
and exhaustively examined, e.gv, G-2 Periodica, Estimates of the Enemy 
Situation, G-2 Journal, G-2 messages, all of which were currently 
written and presumably .not su^sc-t to later editing for revision of 
'eg tf 'view -purposes. 



2, Combat Interview's also maintained by the Historical Records 
S'- ction ware', examined with care-. Inasmuch as officially issued dounaents 
such as After/Action F-eporte and their siv porting documents tended to 
recount actions without commentary. Combat Interviews were usually 
the only available source for commanders 1 opinions , analysis, and des- 
criptions of intentions and plans. Piui-hermore,': Combat Interviews f 
o'... partia .iy subs titui^^^ . df '.racords .due ^<nap4a|£e ^^J^eati^otion^ 

e.g,/- the 16&ih I ; ha<! “ iwo regiments ?*/] *" 

DecMiber, with the resultant los a of records. Coabat Interviews also ; - . 

. tended to provide more detailed descriptions of specific incidents than ^ 
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1 November '-“15 Dec emb4jr 1944, 



Resume 



I. Order or Battle, Missions ahtdOperet ions'. 



When the Counteroffensive was/ launched during the morning of - 1 
16 December/ -the American &~der of Battle in the zone of the Twelfth 
U.S'. Army Group washes follows, r nor;th to south:. ./ rfS y 



NIKTH U1S* ARMY. . _ - 
FIRoT U JS ...'" ARMY * . 

' * ■■■:■' YXI /Corps 
V 1 ‘Corps 
78 Inf* Div. 

2 * " , 
9S : Inf. Div. 
VIII Corps 
.106 Inf. Div. 
28/ ; . " ■ 
9- Arm'd Div. 
4 Inf. Div. 
THIRD UlS.* ARMY 



— aIden m 



Divisions : 



Six divisions were cn the Ardennes line, and" another,' 'the 83d 4 
Infantry -Division, had departed ; a s’ ‘ recently as 7. December, having been 
on this line for approx imately 2-1/2 months . Of .these seven divisions. 
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oe of intelligence C'-Their commitment Jwss .'their /first 
heylhed been pdsitioned ..only, five days . / In contrast, 
v.' t; i on s' were substantially more q ual ified tc e s i imat e 
- corT^i Her able /previ bus tattle experience 7 ' and/or e ' ; j 

tion tenure. They were: 2d. .28th and 83d Infantry ■ 



?nd the 99th** 1 



ni antrv ^ a cn 



N-one of th seven divisions' were.' placed n*cn tee Ardennes front for. 
defense' arair.s^' er- exuected or.e^en 'possible raior offensive, '-The tori filial 
2d :.'ivis on * s mission was to relieve the 4th and £pth Divisions, then oh 
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10 ■■'Itev.exbsr it jaovod to .the V Corps to participate, in that o<»*ajid*i 
IS pad offensive* Also eessdtfeed to this 

assault ^as tho S^th Division trhioh had been. engaged in the urunwe*.* -*- 
ful ;j?ayeah«x» s'CtOfilft drive of the V . Corps* Battle. indoctrination on 
a <jul©t Trent '^'5 ’.the objective of the non? * ino^aribricod Ifdbh 
and. 6th Armore-i Divisions ,: Rehabilitation. was the need and <*iesioa of 
. the . 4th; anil £6th 97 visions r.fior their’ EIaGF-N Pvnsat fighting* Vigorous 

of*' the AOS&LGE^&AtiS? Hiver# to ■ proteat, river’ croasinga was ex® 
.pooted of she $24 Mvislcn* .■■ ■'.’•? .? . 

■ Quiet JI ''ikaotlve .fronts- vera oatibi'peted by ifcs 4tliy 105th,, Infantry 
sad 9 th .^% ! pr.etV;01vis:lch«. the 2d* SSth^ 83d end. '99th Divisions did 
not.' e^^oAs^W^ir ;;>^wtat.iona'«. • • ..t; -7 ' .’ -u^- ■•.•• ' ' 

. <pil*fc* ihaotiy* fronts 

until l| . the'^i- 7 and.' 99th - I&^oiaa# what onto 'the 7 H- 7 7. •■•’• ;. ■■•'• 

affeiHiisst KQEft dasce drive* 2rior to and subsequent to 

that date*-* 'here' vbrs no indication of divisional changeover fwa either 
■’defense or offense to defensive CBergsjsey tasaaorec prompted by sudden 
inteiXigena® that a JBejor attest was ifjodnent* ; 

_ • t ¥ . 

. .. . . Corps* v ; 

The PI rat Amy had three Corps ni ’the lino* north to souths the 
VXlfff. V* and VXIXo L'ach had occupied its position einoe early October * 



.', *&>» norfchora, ana, the VH* usm an experienced esftaaaad* having parti® 
cipstyd ia stiibi of the heuvirst /jwricun fighting siuee its invaaicsn 
landing o& tfiS Beech, D®Dsy* 6 Juno* It launched an attack ©» 18 
Kovenber to so iso £0I>3, as part of the First Amy’s drive towards the 
?.02R dw&Si By. 14 December the moia ountsy resistance wwt of the ftOSR 
bed sensed ia the northern half ef. the Corps sane* end likewise on the 
couth era. on the idthc Petrolling and clearing the ottewy frosa the west 
bank voro the actions ca she 17th end ISth of Deoeahor, end defense la** 
provofaent. VKuar-the activity on the 19th and ?0th. Kffuotive 212400 
Lc comber* iv-> tan© m-.u assusvad by iha XIX Coma* ' and its moved to the 

<Jorp« was north of the 16 Dooetober 
ufcHe? action. until 22 DeosKber, 

when. it' d»i'®riJted*’' he.vit)ig wiAn&d'-iiito the atticlr areeL, -'.^T ' b. : C7. • '/ ■ • •:•' ' 



i> the VII Corps* -.he l>Say V r>es battle -wise end pre® 
cogaoltid v;lth the Fire 1 ’Army’s offoaalve to the ROSE . String launohad 
3,t^ ( Att5«?k or 1® I^oemb*r # the V Corps v»*: striving to eepiure the ilOHj 
ft mV deiia* and continued on the 16 th, although tt •**.« *le»od by in® 
Vrofteiag Oeraftn r«*i«tanoe. Its southern flank divieioo, the &9th 
'Inf entry* and * descent to the till Corps, vas- struck by the Qemen on® 
siaught on early 16th, foreing the §Oih onto the defeneive* 

In TwtiiT *st to 1^-0 other two Corse . theVioubhora YIII yee the oticr , 
inltiel victlg of the enemy ettaok of the 16th « Pol Iwring lie edd-dutie 







IX. Estimates of Sue my Offensive Pctantlalltiss. 




Son# of th» ccwsand* on the division, corps, Sr ay * or #r»y group 
level expressed tha axpeetatloe that the enemy would launch a najoa* 
eountoeblcw epprosiwetaly during December m it# own initiative, iede- 
oi‘ the Aasoricjm (or Allied oa tho SVoatara I^ont) operations 0 

XYiaary Expectations and Canaaptioo** 

Sirlglcn# t Ths> stost prevalent description vat# tha characteristic 

Rigor arrre# # lvaneaa uus exoaoted. such aa email patrol 
*otioa#^ ^ infiitr#tian# # harassing artillery fire* and 1 ini ted, local 
^oV®torr«ttjw»3c*»\ 2d Division elaixaed a R*jcr counterattack frosa the 
OSI^D-SCHSa'iBBr an** in oasc of sizeable penetration#. 



SflCa a i. , tsrt counterattack* against penetrative . 



Amiaa t Concern over tha northern locale we# the doainant thought* 
Enemy action in tha north wot expected. 

12th Arav Group t Extreme opt!*!#* that tha snowy would oollapse 
.. #i.i6^|T£y dn the face of preasur© we# the key thought. The Group felt 
tha enemy gpv© priority to the northern looale, 

Bsiplojwmt of Sixth Penser Amy m 
• Strategio RatorTat 

bivi signs t : 2d* Expected it to be retained a# a single* strong 
caurvtWrattaalc force*, rather than a* relief of the hard pressed forces 
•cat of AAGKSf. ' 

Other divisions j they identified movemente and dis- 
positions of. vt»rlona cnery units, but not as an organised amy. 

fi'R'..',.:. ' •. . . '■ ; 

Ciorpn » 7X1 j Slor4>nts would probably counter at tank after the 71 1 

.benlc./..of the *028 v-s ' 

e 55£ i ;‘ »:'•'• ^Xf T .nw backing up tha infantry, la generalu tdeeiy 

reserve forces (designation not specif led) wore nob expected to counter** 
^>ttHtwk _unla«a tilt amnay felt the vJXX was mounting an offensive. 

:- : ~pCy ix:-, v„-V,7 » ' Did not xantier. the .Sixth' Panser Amy. although the V 
;> ^oxpt reffyred to five concern! fctod parser divisions. 

; f Am les t FDSAi To be used after the Allioa had crossed the ROES Elver 
... HUS A* To counter breakthrough* of the BOSS defenses. 

' TUSAs To launch a spoil lag attack in the AAC!Ii2J~DUSKi sector 




Ittfo A Op * To bo rofcainod m o molt to counterattack after the 
AUioli ^ crokaod the SOSH. , .. '■ .. . 

Location of Sixth Panser APnyt 

m : : ; ■ -.^S/ 

JSdt Did mot know* 



fctri 



Corps* 




VXI* Did not aontioc location. 

Stated that five panssr divisions war# unooeodttod 
treat of tho RBI MB, but did not designate tho foroo 
tho Sixth Fanser Array or any other* 



lit Vicinity of COLGGSK. 



NUSAi Mentioned only raownents of certain divisions south’* 
ward* with no allusion to thos* being of tho Sixth 
x.. Fans* r Army. 

SAt Solieved it bstv/een tho ROER and tho RRISS. 

TOoAj Soliovod it betwaon DUESEELWWP and COLOGSB, Added 
that 14 Geraan divisions wore out of contact, 8 
Panscr, 3 Para, and 3 Infantry. 



12 A Op t Described as located vest of COLOGNE, possibly BIELEFELD, 
but its whereabout* ware admittedly unknown. 

Conor al Analysis by Coseaasd Level* 

Division. 

References to an expectation that tho eneay would launch a 
major oounterblo® approximately during Dsosnbor ware wholly leaking. 

Scaao winor aggressiveness was expected, such as local counterattacks, 
smali patrol actions, harassing artillery; tlrm*]' .■ . 

certain major, yet limited, atfaackswerw d e e med pos- 
sible or probable. The 4th Division regarded tho eoesty as capable of an 
attack to seige tho CIST OF LdE«30UR3. A diotr acting attack upon 
BtrShSRDOX could be launched, according to the 28th. Day or night 
count«rattapks, atUising reserves up to 12,000 easa, were considered . 
within the enewy** capability by the 63d Division. The 2d olaimed on 
11 December that tho enesy oould meke loct»l counterattack# and a major 
one from the GEMDHD-SCHLBI DBR area in cose of siioeble Acer lean pane* 
t rat ions. According to the 99th, limited, possibly regimental attacks 
could bo cads against it to relievo pressure, as a reaction to the 99th*a 
offensive. On the other hand, the 90th also considered tha enemy capable 
of infiltrating' end penetrating the 99th* s thinly hold posit loos, even 



** 






** **** a 





, khf^Jtofc ixg _aa entire battalion through tha lice tvfc any nua&ar of locations « 
’.^either the 206th Infantry nor the 9th Armored referred to lla&ted 
: attack* within’ their aeetora* 







division leva!, only the 2d Division ooomonted oq the Sixth 



Pantar Army as a atrotegio m&bil« raaerea and its uea. This force was 
described o»*Z5- 'Icvsmber as a strategic reserve, but not purposed for a 
future large-scale counterblow. 0a 1 December, however, it was cot 
thought to constitute an effective mobile resbrvs any longer, due to 
ocemita^ents of its units* This view was reversed tea day* later, in 
that the 2d considered the Sixth Pec ter Array as being kept intact as a 
single, strong, counterattack force, rather than to relieve the herd 



pressed forces east of /ACI30f. Although the 2d designated the 1,2,S,8 
and 12 SS Pansier DivisioQsaaccwprisirtg this lnay, the ; 2d Division did 

; y^-- theiC^ocstidh* ’ \ '• 




Corps t 




iieterroinod defense was regarded ns the priaary enemy capability 
end intention. Counterattacks against .American penetrations were ex* 
pacted* Only the VII and VIII Corps mentioned the Sixth Panzer Aray 
by n*«e, as a reserve, but the V Corps want i acted five unaocsalttsd, reserve, 
psnser divisions as being vast of the IfiRTd. 



Defense of the vital AACH 23 -C 0 If C"<3 corridor to RUHR, and the 
probability ol' fin enany counterattack with a laments of the Sixth Panser 
Amy after. the VII Corps reached the east bank of the ROES Rivor wore 
the uain capabilities anticipated by tha VII Corps. In its 9 Oeeesibor 
G*2 Sstimete, tha VII wondered hew long the enemy could continue in the 
fees of his loos rate and the demr-nd for troops in the south. 

The V Corps was prsoooupied with its own offensive, end 
sjeasurod ensiiy potentialities against its osn operations, as reactions 
to the Y Corps drive. Evidence was leaking that the V Corps thought in 
terms of the cnassy launching, a apsoifiesty planned offensive of its own 
compiately iadopondent of the V Corps offensiv» 0 Prompt counterattacks 
with available reserves ware expected, in compliance with tha German 
, Vl defease. • ?iva psafu^ydivisi^ -the RBiS& ; 'were un- 
^ ; coreditad, end esao coald be RTnllsbl^.,yithip; i sIx hours, with possibly 
.'another in 24 hours’. This force w&s not netted, e.g., Sixth Panzer Amy, 
as of 3 BeojK&ar* -A determined defense was the currant . and .major ooc* 

’ peefeation of the enemy on that data. _ • 

' ' from 4 October the VIII Corps eatinated that defense of the 

SISO FRIED Line was required of the enemy, and on 9 December the VIII be* 
lleved that the enemy* a current active defense would continue* Counter* 
attacks to restore positions and reinforcenonts froa reserves wereunax- 
posted unless the euooy felt the VIII Corps was mounting an offensive. 




fhc YIII regarded ' the mxay presitee of ^i*itts n9$r dl9iMim» 
on the V.m*s front, tfvau staving thorn elsewhere, ** Indicating the 
'onmy % a : 'doMSro that fcho ton* remain quiet and inactive, Gereim force* 

•wore. ■OGnsi^v : ^..m», : r^ry . low "in .quality *■;„ /AaengV-fc^ 
oTOfWaabar, : tli* tixfeh Fenser Amy codprised; f Imd! viaioa* , lathe ' • 
viblMty' ofCOLOGHB backing up Infantry, .v. . / • . ; ^ . ^ 



Amies, '■ > - ■' ■■.V./ . ,. v . 

Concern over the northern locale we* the doelawat thought held 

by ‘the three Awtioe, fch* Pinth,theFlratand the, Third. Thl* character- 
istic tobc manifested in two form*, (l) pmoccupetioa with their own 
, opor*tion* in th* north, and/or (2) concern over anticipated enemy ao- 

areay act lo th* southern. haaaty attack potential!- ■ 
tibi'-in wore batey* « llkaly eapabll Ity, imuraueh 

it the Ninth-end First Annie* were involved la their own offensive® In 
that are*. Tha Third Amy ra* also worried over northern attack prcfoabiii* 
tic**, although it* con front was in the south. 



The s«oond distinctive point was the recognition of the con- 
cept of a aobilo reserve force for counterblow purposes . Each army 
identified this foroa as the Sixth Panzer Army, but it we* regarded a* 
a counter) 1 g^ 3 not c ounterof ferns iv« force on th® «neay‘a initiative, in- 
dependent of the Allied offensive. It would not be used until after the 
Allies hsd crossed the RuSH Slew, according to the First Array,, The 
Hinlh felt this reserve would bs employed to counter breakthroughs of the 
RQiili defenses. A spoiling attack ia the AACH2H-IXJRM eeotor was expected 
by the Third Army. 



As of the izsfiediate period preceding the Counteroffensive, tfa© 

) ocation of this Sixth Panzer Arasy was uncertain. F3SA believed it to bs 
between the ROES and the RHI3B, TtfRA between DJSS5KED0RF feod COLCKSiS, 
but tho >linth Array weatiwiod only novwwnta of certain divisions south- 
ward, with no reference to the Sixth Peaser Amy. IUSA added that 
14 Gerrasn divisions were out of contact, 8 Panzer, 3 Para, end S Infantry. 



Twelfth Amy Group « 



;!>(.♦ V;-.. ^Uptlmlws era*. the .Twelfth Array Qrra^'t 

aetisete of the enemy potentialities.' ' I>ue ibsuch a thin, brittle de— 
fens a, a breaking point wight develop suddenly, if pressure wore con- 
t^uod. In point* *Glv«a ties end fair weather aw can make progress 
against hie anywhere** "..' 

Priority was given to the riOrthera locale by the oneray, the 
Ars&y Group felt. The Sixth Passer Amy was the "precious guard over the 
R'TIHr^* end was expeetod to be retained a* e unit to counterattack. after 
the Allies had crossed the ROHB. It was d ascribed aa located west of 
COLOGTfS, possibly BIELEFELD, but its whereabout* were admittedly mknewn. 



** • f *■ * 
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As noted, the arnle* and the 12th Aney Gr oup predcsaiaantly worried 
about tlw northern parties. of the Western Front, and considered that the 
aa»;/ had plaood priopity oo it «nr the southern* ; Inasaaeh aa tbs 
actual CountaroffccaiTB was launched against the oentral, specifically 
theVUI Corpa of the Firat Aroy opinion* bald concerning this Till Corps 
sector would b* of infonaative towards ass^essrasat of thn oesoceptiotja 
bold by JLsaricun force* regarding the «nesy potentialities* 

• • •■•'. Division . ; -‘ ‘ .'/• .•■■!■-_■-• •.-, ' ; '- v ' 

^•:. / ’ ,j;he. 4 fpar^YIIt; ,ditii|i<^ .oa the Ardennss line as of - ':. 
’:X5rm^i^iaf-0 only ctao expressed a pre-C^mte^ opinion oa the 

enemy's use of the front. Oa 1 December* the 9th Arnorad Division's 
Dove ssbar G~2 Aftar/lotioa Report stated i ''The enemy seened to be using 
this quiet sector as a 'training ores* to give rs organized and Volks - 
grenadior units toe© front lice experience before sending thae to an 
active Aono.” This analysis bad reduced value, however, inasmuch as the 
9th AD did not possess a sector of its ok as of that period. It au ift 
VIII_C«pps_.rj',as?n» as a division, with olecaants atteehed to the 63d Division 
for battlb ^lasioctriiiuti'oe.j PresuKfcbly the ocoBseofc about the enesjy per- 
tained to the 33d Division** sector. The 83d offered no opinion on the 
intention of tfco eaeoy facing it. 

The 106th Division did act provide a currant statement of its 
opinion* A post-campaign Coabat Interview reported that area facing the 
106 th was beiieved to be for training and resting. 

Keither the 4th nor the 2Bth Division raaarked upon the 
edasioa. of their ' enemies. 



Corps* 



She Vlllth Corps G -2 observed in fala G -2 £eti*afce of 9 Beoeafeer* 
; A , s ^^, eneay_praetloa of bringing new dlvisi<^. t^ front line 

; ^^^i«iheo and than relieving them cSfc\= Indicated 

hi* desire to ha ve this sector of thf_froat;;rema^ quietandineotlva." 

v Aray , . r . ’ V • ,-•• .• v ' !■ - 

— - «r ",“r* •In • p e r eptA% iVa^~ ifl%le _ c chisiderati on was devoted to the central 
Allied son*. Doth the First and third Arnica were concerned over tbs 
northern and southern portions of the Allied front* Bhild. they expected 
counterattacks in the northern, they qualified their views by pointing 
out that Allied southern operations sight force sobs aoploywnt of the 
Sixth Panser Ar»y in the south — the Third Army's sane. This opinion 
gfeookf tha form that while the ©neay desired to retain the Sixth as a istife. 
Allied pressure eight coeipel piseeateal ccesadttnwrit, sharing the Sixth 



I 
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between both the northern end southern cones. Thu*, the central portion 
of the Allied front, tha Ardennes arms, was not a dominant aoo» id oration. 



omnjrarisrqfl,' fm v Flrat Army's attitude toNrdU ita own YIII Corps mss 
'n»gative J . Mila it recognised some buildup sod activity, intentions for 
it# use wars misconstrued. FtSSA pointed out that yor the pest month 
thara wasadef inibe patters for tha seasoning of rtawly formed division* 
in tha relatively quiet VIII Corps prior tb thair d^Lspetoh to acre active 
fronts. Kouov&r, as of 15 Decanter, FUSA indicated uaawfer^neas of tha 
assay's strength in the TRlSR-PJKdf sector. Iho XhirW Amy referred only 
briefly to the/lSlM, iCYLL3USG, UITTLIca area, by noting on, 16 Dooeriber 
.thct the E Pa^or end 130 P* Lehr ^visions. appearedto ba bpf oriaing, . . 

with’tho 116 Pensar Diviaioa rapcrtedly sis tad for that areal 

: ;,^:v;r ; 5 \ ; J:j ;■•• \ . . • 7 .\\ V 

12th Anrjy Group. v y 

Similar to tha sraies. the north-*® outh ocooept was basic 
among tha Army croup opinions . l*ha northern and south artt sonos .Wn 
considered as vital areas by tha onsmy, tha Croup fait. '.Of tha \two, 
tho Croup regarded the northern aa bains considered by tha enemy ft# 
the locals of primary Icpertonce. • . .’ • • 





3a contrast to sad sharing equal signifioeiioa With tha north** 
south draop'S :aqparOta # negative attitude towards thm\ 

VHI "Cdr^t. l2o attack potentiality «u aooorded it. \ KorebVsr, it mad^ 
deemed t^bs « transient area, is of 7 December the woupj'A G-2 reported 
to hie Coaanading General that the maamy'S policy was 'to sapioy uesly \ 
arriving; laali# in tha VIII Corps seat or and to sand acre experienced 
ones to mere critical sectors. Again# three days later he described the 
"probably a focal center for enemy troop* going either to the 
nortfv or south." Furthermore, apparently tha Group did nqt rata the VIII 
Corps high enough from an. operational standpoint to assign a Phantom unit 
to ltj ^ Hovewbar-* 15 Dacambor, vheroas it did iacae distal y when tha VIII 
booamb. ftotivo after 15 Daoambar. A Phantom unit ans «n intelligence 
and oammtnioatiooa (nrjp«rtnshi«B|e' ; .,^ i : .vv}:T-l‘; ' \ 

i;:,/ Army Croup mu> the tMly cosKiacd whaoh jrafarrod to the cal** 

■'‘' '' ouisbed- rlsk ooneopt of tha YIII Cmrpa* lo pra-13 Dooeabar dooumont# 
howovar, referred to this^ aubjeet* Var azmcple# none of tho ailnuteg of 
tho daily Cawaadlng Gaaaral's Brief lags alluded in the slightest manner • 
to either tho subject or to confaranoao on it. Two 



rofer^Oa were mads to the caloulatad risk idea, one on 2i \Dac«*b*r, 
the bthtr . in August IMS, vhlok slaiand ths sub^eot sms ' 
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TV. Sneed fie Evidence of Enemy Of feias ive -Intentions . 

. ... . .. - ■. - * ; ^ . 

Seven Ati-eck bierns. 



Divisions . \ 

These originated 'with certain divisions of the VIII Corps, end 
were r art icultir date which -conveniently be termed ostensible 

attack synp turns. Only Cl FV: 1 s were captured by the .V end VI. 1J Corps 
divisions j. 1 - 15 ’December, anu one civilian informant wes taken into 
custody, These seven instances ostensibly indicated the imminence of 
increased enemy operations. Four prisoners of war .captured on 15. Decern-' 
ber c l aimed they had heard rumors cr statements that a large-scale 
sttcc.k. was to bo launched between 1G - 25 December. A civilian women 
taken -iruo custody on the 1.4th described the woods- towards BITBUKG as 
f J] of German equipments Two divisions reported an acceleration of 
ent:my -veh icular activity during the last three' days. 



Even on the division 1-ovel these seven date did not appear sharply 
indicative. Only four wore reported to higher commands. They were t oho 
I- c;nin: about en- impending attack, the woman informer’s data, end the 
two conferring increasing vehicular traffic. As to the PW’s claim, no 
piuns, crJeis, or other supporting documents were provided to lend credence, 
.ana, s * r 1 c us 1 y w o un 6 e d , h o wa s und e r mor ph i rve d u r in g interrogation. The 
tvs’ ..djfl ' J ivi Sion - ( 2'c th) considered the women informer fairly reliable, 
i j ■ out that* she had not noted anything of military significance., 

~ . E ir tho 2-*-th mr 106th Divisions considered the increasing vehicular 
mov-r.tcnts as im; ir cant . The EBt.h regarded those it observed - es normal 
r e.3 i e P t. r a P He, i n asm uo h as e p r e c e d en t action, had occurred s ore th re© 
weeks previ ously. * 

Corps. 

T e s © f our a t tael d at. a were acquired b y V I. T I Corps d i.yi s i on s , end 
reported to the Corps, The VJJI'e attitude towards them whs net specified, 
end. ’.he only clue v:ns- their- disposition. All were reported in the G-2 
Periodic for the day, end in case of the women ’ s* ^ at a, in the daily 
In *: o 1 1 i ge r.c e 5 umn a r y and in t he 0 -£ ' s inf or ria 1 t y p e d d ally rev i e w . No 
• o v p s ' me 3 s up e s to F u S A we re located. The r e v;a s no e v i d eh ce of .t h e i r ex- 
erting influence or causing defensive measures to.be taken . 

Army . 

‘Hie. first Arny -received. 'the VIII Corps G-2 Periodic reporting; the 
four esters; t 1 e attack data, but, whatever their influence, there was no 
expression tr.fl* r'P6A undertook protective me .as urns as e reaction. The 
two trai'f: ■ auc-e deration data were simply described in a single sentence 
in f PSA’s cwr. Daily G-£ Periodic, without interpretative. commentary, sug- 
gest lr:g- r.o special importance being attached to it. As tc the PV, claim of 



fe ECRCTI 



2 - Spec 1 f’i c 0 (^) 5 nee 

Vk ’ ‘ ■ ‘ 

v . r 

>'y '* ’ * 

an impen iirag at i.acfe/ FMSA C-2‘ Periodic iW 1^ ; December decltred that 
t *j a n y [ y , 1 s. ma d e s u c h g cl p. 1 m . Ot 1 . c r; FT) S A re cir d 5 d id not an :p 1 i fy this 
assertion in any manner, statistically- or otherwise, end the source * 
ot s ■ informr r j on wes ’.not obvious ; FUSA made* nc direct reference ; 

to this VIII Corps PiV allusion. It regarded such a claim as— proper, a ace. 
t o b o lster to r nan .. troop morale, but e limited ,oi -fen s i v e m i gh' c ^ ‘ ' * 

launched as a Christmas morale 1 victory T for civilian cons ii/npti’on . The 
wci;«:r'::, buildup data v; a s " very • A rccuresting . " ■ TAC/H and PV/ 1 s hacf ir.ii- 
c at ec n c u i 1 » - up was o e i ng ex or. u t e d • FUSA f e 1 1 thn t t h 0 me n t i ci red *- 
engineers and bricking equipment suggested offensive rather then de-r 
f on cive action. ’ ; 

tV'S/V s disposition of those four data -vires simply tc report thorn 
with i t).-o ‘ above consents "in its own u- 2 ’ Periodica for Li end 15 her error. - 
respect! vely . -The 7 / omen informer 1 s' data Was else reported: by FUSA in . 
i ti s , - 2 . I ■ 5 - rti ght A o undo p of . cat e arid i t s ' - 2 I SU- j , b ot h f cr I A Dec embe r . 

12 th Army ..Group . '■ • • ' . 

Th:itr command enviously and naturally was more preoccupied with, 
o ^ 13 r. I c e- r e t i « /u of s f r r be gi c an : larger releti ons h i-p .5 ov.e r i I s ‘ f r on v than 
over- particularised', ostensible attack signs , Of thvs latter ca f e -cry, 
too 'roup vve».ii r. lo f yicr.lly depend upon its subordinate c 6 ram and s to bs- » 

5 er*-b ].■■?- i: i‘or:vt i on from PVhs, civilians, etc. Only one of the seven 
aceni'p.g attack sympt oms acquired: by 'III Corps divisions was reverted 
b y t; ;■ ’ f-i fu n y G f r > » ; p , Cr. u of t it e tv/ o t re f f i c a c c e le r a t ,i on. ’ d a t e ws s m.u-n - 
ticnc'l I-;, f’iin iJ —II dur 3 ng the Commending General 1 s- Brief in./: of IcO’dlS 
wr- - er # n:r h*s interpreted the activity as the mover-ont. of -U e S26th 
In: ru -r:> J v isi.ori from the' '/II ] Corpses zone , 

^ner.- Ac i:i vi t y , . 

Divisions . 

bn.emy o pe rati errs d ic no t n;?n i f e s t of f er. s i vs s i ^ r.s , or - c u le a s t 
none were so ir terpr.oted , bach civ is ion. considered the enomy activity 
as gencreily dofensive, thU6 . not sn ol'fensive sign-, v/i.ih 1 i : ;ni ted patrolling 
an d 1 i cb t a r t i 1 1 e r y f 1 ras, a n n r> ten do nc y to i r.c'r e a s c ?? c ti.cn , a' t ni r.h-t • - 
Poof q ar. lit y of troops s urges ted ■ de fen so to the 09th bi'.ision, .The lltytr 
cl e o r lb e :i t b e u no r y e s no n - e i ;g r e s :: i v e , wi t h n c c f f e ns i v u i ud : 0 r 1 1 '-ns . 

Corps. 

T)'e ViJ arid 7" Corps v/er'e occ up led w H:h their ovtv offer* s iv'trvs , pf:d 
the renbgn 1 /.ed er-ei'jy's defensive action v/es tlr * expocteJ react! ho 

pn r.t ; .c-ul a r ait ark symptoms were noted. one my acciviiy vma do fwr.o *ve 
rwlr. lively inne t ] ve Iviring the several., weeks of the VI 3*1 Corps o-pcupancy. • 
of its Ardcmusi front . It was limited to patrol ! in g and ' ^ r^u iny 
a r t i 1 1 e f 7 , jib ■ c 1 ■ v n .... t s’ u g:\o .s<t o f \ *011 Give i r.z $ n C A on s . 






: n* snuok an the commands identified so fswGeraan dwisijQua-'yt^J^’:..; 
them *s cl' approximately IS December, the feet did not' ijSlmatfe n : 
scale imf ‘.sfidir.}; attack. A statistical comparison of thSHTja^ourt^er- 
offensive «rd the 1« December ider.tiii cations enphasizeajfche point. 



Divisions* 

• ' i . ■ ; ,/ ' : 

T; o five V arvi VI IJ Corpo divisions' stricken ota 16 
iiler.i 11 itii elemu:«‘-b of nine divisions, as of the eve of 
sivd, .*■!. areas -troy i'c mu elements of 22 pn the- 16th. . ; 



)cetiber. hedtrj^j 
is Gountoroirftni 



Corps 



v. ■ ■ •» • . 






On *;he V Corps front, the 99th Division wss : Strii!r^i oh tho. lS^^b 
the / orps 7-«. . was previously aware: of only thiml^nf the' ^. . ass.au^^|^l|gi 
division*. The VII] Corps was aware of four divisions* $ut 1C' assaulted 



on .the 16th. 



FUoA, 



-'H ' i /S|L. 



A compart son of the Units in Contact sections of the 
:;ercir-:er .-II rorlo'iirs indicated that FISA was. aware of the ^ pt^Cnce of 
•diem*: of V: ervsr.y divisions on its front, whereas, 22; ectual^x struck 

'in t*> It’th. ; :*v 



Air t enues a I •nee. 



Divisions • 






... ■ '• f 

Air re>' n nr.ais8ai.ce by either friendly or eneny planes was not lis* 
c,»s;.ed by tr y 4th, 63d, ana lC-ith Divisions. The 9th Ahncred^m^tioned 
some y t!iis durinr severer. Leak of American reccnne issanco wasS 

the . c ‘:r.- i n : nt cf the DVth , but weather was given as the reasdft^-’' Photo 
misr. ,*ere requested by the Zlfcth , but,.; the priority was too low, 




Corps. 



'fi i i ( s «ii r re'-orraissance, whtnv f 1 owr. oh,, f i vsS y s.oi,' tf|e' 1 

Deror'rtef f‘*-r’Ct, observed only minor, ap^v it y, ^ich ai^^^ve^'ttiar 61?" 
tra’na fc.ad V few vehLcleitti froir which h|fcp.att^ £ 
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• •. ; ; ' • . , mi. 

According to aerial rescans! esanoe, the northern portion of First 
Ar*y front, the V end YII Ccrp* sense, sad north of thee, use the locale - 
effcho aneisy activity during the sawrel week* preceding tha Counter** 

• ^ W^iiilQ "iTsJSA noted end drew findings shout the activity, It 

did not announce the weaning and parpoae, 

j'V” v ' ' • 

bcae lRjrosed csat of the ROES, p«*tioulerly north of DURSS, during thi 
beat several': weaken by additions! entrenching, shifting, of art illary, 
efco<, Although not dieousciag tha aignlfieenoe, FUfA stated there bed 

!»r tfai» ’ll* ^orp* ccoebetweeii the ROER ■•Vw 

• SRFX« ;:.^ii*^lc^ convoys or large eoflceatrel^ocisof looter* had not 

*; ■'“ ' -V;-‘ v'-rbsea evidahbj'iv could' bo aoea/et MneiTla alwswi'eeoh 'sinill 

’ ;; village* Traffic on road was limited to a fear vehicle* in any (me io® 

aality, with ho definite trend in directions* Rail traffie hod been 
heavy, end not confined to sain lines* Cute trackage ess speedily re- 
paired. Sigh priorities sere apparently given te reil roed bridges era 
•the Lins and those paralleling the EBIT. 

." .■ . v"; •;#*' ■ '■■ - ' ' 

Ad to the frequency of flights, poor weather had prevented thoes 
during two day# of the 2-8 Epcssber period. While weather limited 
then, flights sere aade on 14 end IS Seceober. 

12th Arwy Group* 

Air raeonneisssnee ess net interpreted ee indicating an attack. 

It wee heapered by weather, end during the 1 - IS Deoariber period, there 
were no flights as 7, 9, 15th. 

<> ... 




Pra-Countaroffsosiva Security Measures, 

Ibhrlgloaa, • ’ -V • /’ " ~ ' .. ” *■ 

• . " - 41sli Dl¥t«ic» {Tin Corp*). r . 



• Shortly 4>fter tho 4th and 83d Divisions exchanged sectors m 
7 Docornher, the 4th issued on the 15th a draft of a 4?*l/£ page airaeo- 
grAphed doouaont titled* DEFESfSE PL«?* 4TH DiFMTRY DIVISION. A broad, 
froet* sericu© *8»*ult of the actual Counteroffensive’* proportion* 
was not-; weatlooed . ‘ The , severest effort the eno*y w*e conceived cap able 
.of ^fs *, fsejor attack to aeise the CITY OP LUXEMBOURG, Defease was to 
coaciat of delaying actions* oounterattaoks to restore t>*» linos* and* 
^^■ ; wi;i^dro»re). s -w»re necessary* they TOuld be axecu^ ap-> • 

tkerBivieion Ccmaader. 

28th Division (VIII Corps), 



Security plans were considered protective, according to a postwar 
discussion by tho 28th Division G«>3. Ho wrote that the divisional ead 
two etx,&>ak 2 <spzJA£ild* of the 3th Armored I>i vision ware protectively dis- 
posed <= On the 23th*s 23«milo front the 112th Inf entry was holding in 
strength on a comparatively narrow front* the 110th Infantry had company 
'strong- point* along the min aorth-aouth highway paralleling the OUH. 
Hirer and had set up observation outpoets along the river, Tho 100th 
Infantry held a ceetor not as vide os the 110th but excessive to cover ' 
in strength* end ha a two battalions m the lisle and one in reserve, 
Artillery battalions wore so situated as to furnish s ’'certain amount of 
fire in any sector of the Division.,* The only divisional reserve was 
an* 2;l$tb ,Ir.f entry battalion* However* tho Sth Artoorod Division had one 
curibftt earraand in tha vicinity of TR0XS7IERGLS and another near 3SCHD0HF. 
“It waa anticipated that in the ev oat of * normal attacking force that 
those two CO** could aove in* and stem the attack.* The CC*s had se- 
lected the routes. All plans covered the road net west of the river, 

“It was believed that this force* end in the; way disposed* would give 
adequate warning of cn Impending attack 'add.' that it would be possible to 
(hold the r^iia agaiuet enemy until auff ioiKat foroe wss mustered, An 
attack’ of the force* which did icake the br©a3ddMfo’igh s w&s never ©title!** 
‘.dieted. r-y: •• v i,v. 



ICdth Division (Tlll Corps) 

The only analysis on the subject conoerning the 106th Division was 
a Combat Interview irlth the Executive Officer* 3d Battalion* 422d Infantry 
In JJay 1345, Shea asked about preparation* and plans for offsetting a 
counterattack* he “said that artillery forward observers were with his 
companies and that extensive defensive fires had been planned but be- 
CRUse of ft ruling no artillery, machine gun or small arm eesaunltion hod 
evor been fired prior to tha c ouaterattaok It wlll'b* recalled that 
this was the 106th * a initial ocssaittanent of the war* and that it had 
taken its Ardennes position as recent as 11 Ooeerabdr. 



99th Division (V Carps) 



_ t A CoEfo*t laterwi^ with th* Ccaran&izig General on 26 January 1948 
. •S^^rr^fc^oia cc^o*rato£th«99ih*« *©ourity nowsurnts. 

Prasv 9 iUhronbor, rAsn the Di.Vi»5,oa «av*d to it» Ardaanas position, until 
13 December, when the 99th partiolpatad in the V Corps attack towards 
tho ROHR dares , its csin activities consisted of improving positions and 
•p^^jlaec^rr.^JK; part' 'of. tha noraai precautions against attack, General 
.Uaa«r- hdJ ’d&rtnai^ci positiom'/dug several thousand- yard* to the rear of 
the front linos...* Donora! Lauor stated that »t tho ti»a ha omsiderad 
this to l»« .» wasted effort* however* Wtoso positions turned out to be 
of gjwat help and value in aloering down ihc^Gonaan advance until a acre 
eoiapletolv organised dofaoec could bo prepared. For 99th * b attack, and 
to guard ag^iist tha expected reaction, General iauar had the Sd Battalion 
of th« 3£^th Infantry in reserve In tho vicinity of F. BUCHOLZ. It was 
to ba <‘bla to move by motor and uusrohoa to any needed aaotor upon oca 
hour** aotioo. v ■ ’ -. '• 



Corps . 



V Corps 



o*ourlty planning and actions were not reflected in pra-lS Dooeaber 
records of the Corps, Tha only retrospect description £ouad was in the . 
fora cf tho Cosaat Interview with tha Coivaanding Gaacral held by the 
Theater Histcrirea on 12 deptonber 10C5, 

Two specific questions were asked. Ona* iVhat ©ouatsrattaofc plans, 
if any, had baea cat^lii^hed .by 3L Corps prior to 16 Dacetabor 19441* Tha 
• 92^K MvitliMS y bed boon told to prepare defensive positions, sad 

they reecanoitored the defence line generally from the HLSiSsSOSH RIDGE 
back to &14UI3SY. Tha second question inquired if tho General perfcioipatod 
in discuss Iona ait h VIII Corps or FUBA regarding plans to prepare a re- 
serve defense position, inasmuch as th# V Corps right flank protection 
demanded uper the VIII Corps position.* According to the General, he was 
at ell tlmto concerned with tho VIII Corps tie* in, end expressed his view 
to tho VIII that that portion of his V Corps lin# should be more strongly 
bald th»ji say other. Positions were selected "to seal off the area ia the 
ft&ftidii ;. of rupture along that pari of the'.-'f5f,pat»* / ' . 



According to tha oownand’s Gotedwr After/Action Rapori, when the 
mi Corps relieved the ? Corps on 4 October it assuaed a 50-ejile line, 
whldfev wa»' : .I«te r yco aPdad to 88 alleu, approximately. This extended front 
stretched dl visions "and nado the problsas df : ^prad4^iiig'{dapidi sad 

continuity in the defense an extre:»ly diffioulfc onc.” C3Kly tho »cm 
oom^ ^ng ground could be organised with any foroe, laaviagHany vacant 
spots, hhile divisions* aobllo reserves protected against "any taajor 
enemy thrust," the front was decidedly open* Enesty patrols were froquant 
ocauj'i’buftoh. uln .respect : to security activity, "since the aost aotive area 







.3 oecurily 




,r> » h c sector was in ' he north and as thia airaa 
likely section of the Corps front for future op#* 5 
the Corps Artillery was comnittod to the north 

Durln- the first fifteen days of December the 
the deception operation Kv-BiJUiZ, designed by Twwlfkh 
dc/.n ene~j divisions on VITI Corps front and to etti 
from the stubbornly held 1>( RL!i area* This operation 

\he t’orpi C o: jnand ing Gonbral • 




ed«Hyf ortea 
hot approved by 



Zrd major VIII Corps documentation upon security cons is tad Of pQSt^ 
carps’ i n explanations by the Contending General, in a July 1945 letter 
reply ‘tu t.‘ ir:: 1 ’ subject from the Theater Hist or ian. According 

~/o latter, .he r.iGA's G-C reported on 10 Decbmbar (G-3 Setimate #57) 
t . the was capable of a large-scale offensira in the T<03RM0HD- 



■ i a r a a . 



was capable of a large-scale offensira in the T<03RM0KD- 
, 7hj historian asked, therefore, what .censures were taken 



'ale-t, si.ift or request additional troops? Or, was the Corps well- 
■r -j 1 v> *aeat such an attack? The CG replied that his commanders were 
"always kb. . abro'-it of the .aituetl on.* Ko request was made to FUSA for. 
:: -,r -j .’or; e.i, -,njsi /'JoA had -eken away troops, referring to the trans-; 

r .„f ■? L . , *j..\r . 3 'e.i Division to 7 Corps. He then moved the 9th 
Ar-i. re 1*3 ;■;< from v,« uo.ith co the north to support the right of the 

D-jtn and - *ft of vie 2 :th Divisions • The General pointed out that the 
r.j-’.rTii o <• have been alarmed over hii* 88-mile front, be- 

j ^ - '\ 3 i ■, ,;tare the KOBLeMZ deception plan to draw more 

n ■ front. 



’ : i ! -.iui’l r) 
j Sir :• ’V 3 \i 



A i r-uor ijesVion pertained to stops taken during the “ten we^ks 
of ■ n** ; r . v I . y” x. ■ • prepare roserv / ? defense positions, and to seel: FTJiiA 1 # 
yer I - * ; on tu • w: ?.h ir?«w to s stronger defence line in cuss of a heavy. 

to the Jenernl 1 3 answer, there were hardly sufficient' 
trr.;.; for , rnther than for organizing a defense zone* k 

!o I jye i mvers-l k-*y approaches. Outposts were too thin to per^. 

invil, re. vnefitol, and i: visional reserves. 

fioA n -i i v \h Ar ; . >ro ip. 
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‘te any corunentaries as such, and no 



orjjo .cector. They were lade on kl December «md. in 
•j mrs ;ii> orj-16 Jecwibsr allusions to the subject 
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Corps* 

- TSion the Counteroffensive lauuohed, the VII end V Corps were 
engaged in offensive# against COLOGNS and the ROKS dam respectively, 
'■'where an the VTTI Corps occupied « cpiiofc, inactive, defensive front. 

The VIII Corps bore the brunt of the attack, and oaoh of its four 
divisions vrerof involved*' fha V Corps soubheimost 8$tih Mvjatcss was 
also atruak, bat the 2d and 20th divisions received only ease shelling, 
and they continued their offensive during the day. 

1 ■ Vo belief ws* held by the Vltl Corp» that a major enemy aouatar- 

of fenaiye would .W.w&de, end the eoswead >vuc surprised by the assault* 

Xti re%Ii*aiiou. of the scope was aot reached until approx lately early 
niorrting of the 17th* At isidnlcht of the 16th, it thought the attack im* 

. only a eo^ttirattejefc'; to^eitpre loet poeiticne, this vluw waa hold even 
... - -T'f -though !^^' ; VIJI''h*d; r’eo9i ( rad two copies, end tpak the adjacent V Corps* 
of the Via Rondotedt frder announcing the action* the Corp* possessed 
or.o copy nt £120* the other at 2320, on the 13th. 

V Corps issuances* ©,g*, Intelligence Sass*rio» s during the 16th 
provided no Indication of a comprehension of the unsay objective# end 
inventions. A a did the I3iM’* of 0600, 1200, 1800, that of 2400 
cUiacribftd oporatleaa only, without eoantmtary "on their overall a igaifi- 
canoe, However, the 0*2 Periodic for I800GIA-162400A, issued 17005QA, 
doclei'odt **ka enemy apparently planned an all out;, attack against the 
VI 21 and V Corps with the mala spearhead directed approximately at the 
boundary between the taro corps*" The source or reasons for the opinion 
wora not stated. Perhaps it Kaa partially derived from the Von Eundsiedt 
Order, which the Corps G-3 received by telephone froa the 89th Division 
R.t 1350A, Doubtless the G-£ baoauto aware of it* 



Tn ocntrHSt to the V and VIII Corps, the Vllth was not attacked, 
and continued iu own ofi'ertsivs until 21 baesrahor when it withdrew for 
^articipeicictt in the Counteroffensive, 



'■WSSK*-' 




W‘ 



His First Amy asserted in its 0-2 Period!©, 1S0001A-162400A 
Docoftbef, dated the ; 17^^ idiat the Oematt attach was an 'itl-odt one, that 
the enemy was staking all on this offensive, that his current espabiXity 
w&a no drive through FUGA*# rear areas and seise bridgehead# ever the 
.vEUdfe Kiipr* >’ However* if the attack ohowsd eigne of elewing deem, 
Runilstodt slight decide that the reoepture of AACKE&f would suffice ae a 
Chrietaa# present for Hitler, 

12th Amy Croup, 

. The Croup's G-2 did act conclude until 18 Deoenber that the enewy'e 
action - was ‘ an all-out offensive* ■ JUi ’to objectives, the ooly current View 
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«rsp.nj»8Stl- p/lcr 1C dapuary 194S w*t that of 1? December, to the 
affect tSst.tbo Droup believed ST, VI TH ve* tho initial objective, 
with hliiQK possibly in mind, doknowledgosonb we* a ad* cn tho 19th 
that tho Qettran offensive had boon a aurpriis, that tho enemy had 
skillfully, secretly regrouped and attacked, 

A brief, chronology delineate* tho gradual formation of th# Group's 
raao i %-J.uicn of tha significance of tho sneey motion, K«ns wma received 
fran the V Corpi at Sf.prajciauite two*hour intervals, but moot data was 
tho sener&lity that enemy pressure continued, Nona was direst from tho 
VXIX,. Corps, butth© V Corps cemented ax tho adjacent VI XI, The first 
in toj'p rotation of the day’s events .was is sued *t 230Q within tho 0*1 
Periodic, cautioning cgalnmfc OTer-estimstion of the meaning until the 
assault's wiro more definodi ; At th« CG*» Sriofing of 0918 on 

■the 17th, tho 0-3.- reported thrt made, but limited hit 

assessment 'to • aokaowlcdgcjnent that tho enemy had passed from defensive 
policy to off native activity, !xis For iodic at 2300 that day stated* *It 
appears that * strong eyyatm , «of , tV';aiv» has been launched by tho enemy, «, 
Ho alfio nvanbioned objectives fox’ tho first time, that 3f , VITH seemed to 
be the initial goal, ?hm s on U.o 19th, two appraisals were issued, wad 
they ro<M»ineA the Battle of the Bulge, The 

G-^c Poriodio, issued at 2300, declared that evidence was mounting that 
the cJFPE« assault was thoroughly planned, deliberate, 1 all-out* 
of fens ivt,’* During the 19th, at an unspecified hour, the 02 Intelligence 
Summary X*or tna stack: ending 162400 Ueeeabar xaa issued, proclaiming the 
enemy bed opened his biggest offensive Sines tho beginning of the 
bofta n^ bur ope campaign, Having acquired tho Euadstedt Order on the 17th, 
it was sited as evidence of the attack's soope, Explaining the attack, 
the ISUE asserted that the snsay had decided to take the initiative with 
his rcaorvaa, and “to gamble all on the success of a single bold stroke, * 
i he 02 aeknowlodgod that a high degree of surprise had boon obtained by 
tho eaoicjf’s skillful rorrouping ana launching of simultaneous attacks. 
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Vie Initial lieoognitioa of tho Assault's Gravity® 



If a ooasoand possea*ed buildup warning® or othorvrlee expeeted the 
enemy, to launch a larga-aeelo cffonair* within a particular are* at a 
cor tula tiwo, presumably the oasemad would not bo surprised whan the 
action actually occurred ♦ Too, it would readily rocogaie* the aerlcu*<* 
neas of the assault. The above test* war# applied to tha various oosr* 
mandAVi'' dud thsir ibecfor&* reflected both eurprise and aldwnea* in 
''mtaronoiuj of the CouQi.oroffo»i?ive*« gravity, scope, and objectives. 

There was k dominant lack of pro*^omtoroffeaaivo knowledge of the Ger- 
man '--V ' ■*— - 

. , •;'• ’ v-' 'pi^oitas *<cr=! '• . .."'W?-' , ‘ 

of’ the' '4th t<f ho division ’ 

Indicated evoat.he epproxiwate hour on 19 December thst it rsaliSed the 
so ope and fvu*y of tho C aunt aroffouaivo, Sueh a determination wan gradual, 
kid not prior to, hoantltio approximately® The hour* of ideatlf icwtloa 
cf the 22 aiaaulfc ilivleioD;* tart nob fully reoordod. 



Hanobion.fi of the five divisions were thu*s 

4th Division* — At about 1100 tho decision was made that acre 
than a raid, wo* involved, Ccnauaiotttons had been disrated, a factor 
delaying tho decision. The pre-attack art 11 lory barrage had out* tho 
wires in the assaulted 18th Infantry * a sector, foroing recourse to offi» 
ocr couriers* 



fitfch division* — A oojifldenoo In tho protection of its security 
plane orsiuit a -laso-ihed ncrual attacking force led the 28th into nm~ 
antioipf tiica of bhs fira division drive upon itself. 



90th IVivioicn,, — It did not beliavo tho enemy was oepiblo of 
r. lArgo-iujaie. offensive, aud felt dm* ing tho first hours that the Ger^wta 
aubic a was e. reaction to tho P3th‘s own of f ana ive * Although the 89th 
captured the C«nM*ader**iji**Chief Xf«ot f a Order of the Day during tho aoming 
of the. 19th, it did. hot realise .the ndture, of the ootioat, Swentually, , \,--v 
with' the •pcsajiwa of' : t:hu ho , ir», it rWliited the offensive neither'' ' 
looplliicd nor a reaotiwi, Thin opinion w»* due in part to the attack** 
sheer strength of 12 divisions identified on that day, and the PM* * tseager 
icipraasim* of their wieaico*. 



v ; ". •'- loath -.liiwiei«i, — Although "It too had captured -Von fiusdstedb** 
Order of. the D&y, , fcfta' 106th, believed the attack wa* local# a mere patrol* 
ling action, It was also ovor-aptiadsfcic because ltwr line* were stub* 
bomly drforulirtg against three division** v.\. v. 



obh Arwored Division. — ?h« assault -ifppssred to rweetable strong 
patrol* during the first hour, This division olal*s*d it had received no 
prior iftdlORfcien* of the proximity of the di slalom* which atrueJc it. 




VII, Forwarding of Xntelligenoe* 



if * CMesaniaequired distinctive data pointing to offensive ... . 

posoibllitio*, the forwarding of it to superior oocesa&ds would doom* irate 
alertness. Ga tho other hand, was warning and/or informative data 
tr&assdtted from higher bo subordinate oomsaanda? 

Transmission free Lower to Sigh Cowaaads 0 

■• Divi.aitaaati . 

Three VIII Corps divisions, tha 4th, 28th, and 106th, acquired 
seven ostensible attaok»aign data during tha approximate IS • 15 Deeeaber 
jxiriodo Jfniio interest was taken in them, the data war not regarded as 
particularly signifloant, and was. not expeditiously reported to Corps, 

Only i'ota* of the data mart forwarded, two ooncamiag observation of 
increasing traffic ware reported only in tho dally G-2 Periodic, Of the 
four PW f » captured on 13 Deo sober who claimed an Impending attack, a are* 
port to Corps, by message, was wade in only ona instance, at 2006, on the 
15th, 33 minutes after the 106th Division headquarters received the news. 
Hone of the four 2ft data* were reported in the G»2 Periodic for the 13th, 
Of tha rmainifi£ three, one was reported to the 106th Division at 2200, 
and although 4th Division troops had captured two deserter* at about 1830 
on the l£th, the Division did not reooive a report until midnight. The 
woman informer 1 * data was wade known to tho Till Corps on the 14th, tli« 
day she was taken into ousted/, probably by feelsphwae, although tho 
transmission method was tnosftain, Bar data, however, was not reported in 
the gsth’s 0*2 Periodic for either the 14th or 15 th 0 

Divisional reporting of Intel ligenoe data was usually in the daily 
Q~2 Peri exiles, whioh wars Issued regularly* However, the 2d and 108th 
Divisions omitted even the title of the prescribed section TO CAPA- 
BILITIES* the 4th, 2d, and 23th Divisions were the only ones to Issue 
G-2 Estimates of the Enemy Situation* Supplementing official Issuances, 
the 4th and 108th Divisions saat daily Messages to the VIII Corps at 
approximately midnight, But, only enemy operations, e*g«, flights, 

•• -^patrols, ;ete,* were diseuseed, withattaok potentialities oaaspiou&usly 
jsbswsn fc, " . ./ ^ ' 

Oorpo , 

Daily 8*2 Periodic* were the Major medium* The V and VIII Corps 
included the J2T3MY CAfJUSZLITISS section in their poriodios, but entries 
ware regularly So Change * The only Instance of the VII Corps inclusion 
of this sect. lea was' mV December, when it quoted from a SHAEP 8*2 
heekly, ISUH* 8*8 Eatiwata* wore Issued by all three Corps* 

The VIII Corps reoslvod reports on four attack data from oar tain of 
its divisions, end promptly reported them in its <J*€ Periodic, but there 
was no evidence of forwarding to the first Army by message. One data. 
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however, reported in the Corps ISUM.* 
Arr. : ..3S . 
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7 "JA reported its intelligence data through its 'h' 

end G-; .-;aM mates. It. issued the Estimates prolificalML jA^.Jo£- x ^55 
oet ween n v^n* and 1 J December. They -ware, more axpr#si||r 0 .;wf 
opinion on the nu:r/ potential ities • In fact, tH* ®EWr'CJP40iU^ ■ 
section of : he >2 f eriodics referred to the Estimates f 0 r that sijhje»t;^- : 
*:ie four aitacr b*ta forwarded from VI II Corps division* 'Wftre received . 
an i reported by r 'EA in its 1-2 Periodic*. The woman ixiforrjief f s data 
waj a* to jeurr i'jod ;n an IoUIi, and in a midnight description of in^ 
cornin ' inf » r at; 5 >ri. ‘ V ’ 

*>e pr binary intelligence, medium of the Third* Army wss the daily 
°^ x ’•• l® 3 t u -2 Estimate- prior to 20 December was $10, 

.^vj'-Vinr. -A's G-2 Periodicj were distinctive, for their, disease ides ;, - 
' * enemy stra^ery and problems tha-t would lorically be a function of 
a. v' rher c-mnd. This ’surges ted that l VSA received and reported in its'*’ 
•” n Issuwh rodents from superior commands. The Periodic was ex- 
LO'.sively .ipj.ed with various sections and annexes, in which high 
level weekly concl is Ions were Induced, overall ‘German reserves were 
analyzed, intelligence data was even separated into strategic and 
y* epical, a *. i comprehens ively dealing with the German forces: on the 
Aoj te-\ it- .-.it, rather than thoss facing the Third Amy. 

' : r od vj s were th-> main intelligence issuance of the 

-t- Ar-y. t»y ,f i lonca of ;-2 Estimates was located. 

\ ' Vn Arr: / Jr jus: 



'•TiT*j:i 3 and !«Ca from the iroup wero expressed in published 

wooViy Intoll i once Summaries and daily Periodic., 
rn*.ha- than >n mossares. 

Receipt from Other Commands. ' 

D'. vi 3 i on s : 

•■>•• .imc-*:. from higher commands wore received by the divisions, 

■ju*., 4 : 'my •■'••:■ fl’n? i warnin.-s or information concernin'; an expected 
,3f ” i a* of major proportion's, the iivisional operations did 

n ''; rejpon l , ...Manly establi shin t - serious protective measures . Corps 
iailv Intel 1 : unco Jumriaries, both V and VIII Corps, were the issuance 
"K.bt rerileriy received. J-I Pariodics and Kstimates of the Corps were 
rwt* vad irre*ilarly and incompletely. If the Corps sent messages of 
*nr.'i.u a'-ri*. ♦ »■ yj potent l n 1 l tios , they were 'not mentioned in the 

5 v -.nal r -.:••• nor did coni-.anders refer, to .such messages or warnings 

• ijr.T j- -a*. ••'/lows, oo-ne :rst Army and lirth Army irdup issuances 

* ,jr 1 s* ■ Jei e : ;arly and . i 'icorapl stely. i'L’A. I--ft herlodies were 

r...-.,; i t«/., <>r • -eo iays afte- issuance, ’dent ion was made by the s‘3th' 

j . : i >n o. r »■:•# i , ‘. l . -• 12th Art.iy iroup’s ’’eekly Intel Lirbnce ^.an’iary . 

3:1 1 1 nr C .':erer:! »*; 



¥ 





f **■&*'>*<'<* ~ - - - ^. t •;• . - . ..-, :-.-=' , . -• : . 

v ^h* VI II Corps resolved '**porU «•• f*«» . 

.- r dht* certain Of it* di¥i*iohS* 13-1 &; i&eai&siV •;.’ 
. -■■ Altii t'iiC' yiXX'repurted theta- in it* 

.;•; > the V# ?IX # tod VXJI Cicrp# i**0«iT©i 3«S ieeiitoee* fro* 

> Higher' and -.'^acfcii-.' <H*iW|#4i« • 0**2t Periodic a tore the totol doc*®»it, 

th# VIX3 Corps* FtlSA XSUU** wire aieo 
■.v Tha VXI Corps tended to pcmnts cupies of reoe&t 
ifcth- ; .toiay, Group '«K£ tfeekly lateUigeno® Siaaeritoo 





;/U issuances* ' 0 *s*/Adei ty 0-2 Feribdios wA 

IhteUi^Gpoa ■ St«»iftrie»> --ttfpn subordinate eopatorfei/edjto* 1 ^ amios and 
thoi r'.'<3<fr$et. tho htltitih &*aoa& Arsz$ f end ^Sroli^h ^irsay Qroupi, with saw 
,.aXdgh¥ Acquis it icae from 8HA£?« Shore w*s no Indication &s to the 
particular influence* ©sorted by those issuance* 0 Four data wore ro- 
quirod £rcm the VIII Corps which ostensibly intimated &n impending 



'jW«tACk« 



I» respect to Third Ar»y* r dociinsat f sot wa* that TUSA dia« .-. 
ir\bWeeiflf fa yst^bat ibally tod extensively enwiy potentials on the Allied 
front ia. Its G-8 Periodic end its annexes i .'Shut chsrectoristie strcogly' 
indicated that TUSA Obtained its Safo?Mti«a. froa higher '.’cobsiande, in- 
: totsuch bo Allied front subjects wold bo acre -within their purview# 
?«rh«pe XdbA : acquired its data through itai .««» rsepuroos# but that «u 
. - doubtful* fthile VISA ©cawaottly pers^-hrssed . the data, it made . ’18 eo?ruow» 

■ ' .Xedgoaea-te 'in the dolly Periodios of the September > IS . ;k 'l?ee«raiber period* 
didst of the eitod soarots ware the 12th Army Croup and HI British Amy 
,', . .;.fiir'oa^o." §FA£F wee not . e contributor# judging by the leek of roforancss 
'" tpthat cesjtwnd, .' * ' .-’ 



* - ' :'l»i^5dv '>/■ h ,.V> f ' ' 




net reneim 

ii^ndinr ettsck svide&osfrcBc subordinate comrade* end the 
' tie : ^2' doaoaptlbtte of the cEWRay o&pslilltisa .end intcntlecui 
lirgaly tjndisclosedj, with only ih& barest indieetion of SHASF as a 

■■'■;' •' ' ' •• - " v *>^ ; -’ V' '• •' ■•'•■<■-■ ■ 

oei^jrneibl©^ attack data wi» : riwaleW, • '.«»•' 106th' 
2iTisi«u f *. ebeervfttion of inoreasiug vehiouier traffic 13 -15 Dacosssar, 

• . ' /tod.^ileh' iwn» forwarded through the VllJ Corpe andrR^A^ In. this oext- 
'•'••’ ; >uedtion> note Is taken that of the o?igin«l' eevoa apparent attack data 
.'acquired 13 - lb Deceqbcr by three Tin Corps divleione* ealy four were 
forwarded to the Corea, and only oa* finally vrea occasntel upon by the 
12th Arsay. Sroiip, FUeA, however# h^d reported all fear in. Its C*2 Periodic* 
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.... iih&li Allied f oroe* (First U,S» Ar»y) reached the (forman border in 

'} $ - 2 Group 5 a CHS considered the enemy* s strategy ea play 

’ ' ia/fojp fciGyj to ropleniah hi* mcnpoweri * a desperate, strategy to ootaif. 

©hopeless military, sconced.© va& political situctiono* . haring the 
suooooding w«I», however, the 0*2 recognised enemy recuperation, as 
manifested in by raorgani ration of troops while in the line 0 by an 
offensive against the British on 27 Cotober c by skillfully shifting 
north ana south forces* particularly to woet the Allied 16 November 
• offensive* by successful resistance with infantry while withdrawing 
amor to for® a strategic reserve of armor designated as the Sixth Fans cr 
"'Artsy, Forisation of this reserve force was observed frota early October 
onward, and ills thought by S December to consist of five pnnser divi*“ 
sions, it* prsoiaa location was unknown, but was bolieved west, of COLOOKS., 

^ Bsipleywant of the Sixth Panxer Army was into rr l at ©4 with the enemy** tl«-° 
fans© plea* in the M*i estiaiationo As of 2 Dec ©rater 3 he explained that 
this defense plea had been clear for some tine, to be cm all-out defense 
at the HOUR Elver, boyond which Allied advance* would threaten the RUHR, 
Priority «»« thought orafsrraid on the northern front, because of proximity 
to the industrial RUHR and the terrain tms advantageous to Allied noMlity 0 
7 Thus, the north-south concept was highly significant, end the G~2 thought 
in teres of the north.. At no time did he mention the central gone, part 
of which wsb the VIII Corps, *»d which was struck by tho C-ormans on 16 Ds® 

. . esabar, 'ih « ^primary capability was the Sixth Penser Ai^, which was ex<« 
r v .. poytbd to be used ns * unit, and to counter attack after the Allies had 
7^7^-7^^b.ii.s'ad the ROSE , it:" was the ‘‘pr? cions guard' over the Rhine * " Even s p a 
. p^esauro’ in both tho north and the south, the ©no»y*s frbsdd® 'of 
7 of the Sixth Panser Arcay was re3trioted„ Ha would 

7 . ,7! nebdf to sacrifice the one vital area for the other, or dissipate this army 5 ® 

, utefuilitiis ty division,, The Q-2 fait the north would be protected* In 
- ; 7f Titt ;case 'of .forced Sixth Panser Army** coranitaiSivt f . .• the 6 counter attack 

7 oapkbity east of fcfce ROHR would be substantially diminished, and a oo'uster- 
. '7 .offensive potentiality virtually destroyed* 

• 7 As of the last few days preceding the Counteroffensive, 11, 12/Be- 
■; besibej*, the Cb*2 expressed highly optimistic opinions c Recent deterioration 

signs of the enemy had appeared, such as 3HL casualty rate, low morale, la.® 
oreasingly poor quality of m*ap0W9jr e etc. In point, the Sroug’s intelligence 





■ 3Kh*a fee first Alliad foroa* (Firtt Array) reached the Garsen -'-. 
bordaroa IS September* the initially expressed astiaete on th® emnay 
by th* Twelfth Anay group** 0-2 was exceedingly optimistic* The oaony 
«** playlng'dror tiiao to replenish hi* mftnpo*mr # a "desperate atrategy 
to . cover --ct;* hopeless ,‘adlit«ry #i ocoacoie and politioal situation," Jhia 
4 pcd^tftod during tho naxt thra* aenfcha* .'. 

"r»bup«piR4Atr»' ability was sahifeeted,. v .' : Optirtijm of tho 0*2 • 
rbeohod ’. smother hi^i pitob 4ur:i^ _tbo lnBt wKifc proctsditSLg tho Counter- 
'affahsSV»o ?h« defence was a© this brittio febst oosatfUsiod pressure 
slight dorolop « suddon, without warning breaking point. In foot* *<Hveu 
iteo and fair wsather wo c«a audc* progress against hi® Anywh&ro." 

boring thi a * three month interval between. mid-Soptaabar and s&d- 
ifeossibcr, the enoiay won tho Group G-f^s rooogriitioa for' the Gcman rehabil- 
itation, fhe ono-ay s tears? d the /Iliad tide with miscellaneous battle group* 
such ct’a broken infantry division#* then reorganised theft in the line into 
controlled* numbered divisions. Concurrently* amor sr&s withdrawn to form 
a strategic amored jpesarro# the Sixth P aaaer Ar»y* fchUe the G-2 was *dad« 
fel that th* sbuUtora fi-oat might elaia eaployawnt of pert or *11 of this 
aray* the Group** intelligence officer strongly eon«Id®red tho northern 
front to h«n* priority in the enemy* s eyes* As to specific us* of the Sixth 
fEnxor- Amy* th# C-t fait it would likely ba retained «a a unit to oounter- 
attach after the Allies had orosced tJi* HOEB, It was the "preoious guerd 
Over the F.RIJ£." It* use *&gb t be forced* however, bv Allied pressure. If 
oo, both it* counterattacking and comteroffensiva ability would bo sub- 
ttttotially diminished* if not destroyed* Irrespective of the -3-2* a assess- 
wanted f tho sixth Faster Army* its viow* leaked a certain practicality* be- 
csuaefe# 3-2 v&* never sura of its precise location* As of December* it 
a»,balng w*at : ' of COLO®** 3I£LEIE1J> was sectioned* but tho 

of tbs whereabouts* ;// ' v. . ,f- " 



v ;8*aieV"fia«jnc the' 3-2* « opinions '*viaa&S' ‘ concept , - A definite’ . 
"7 feature . of^tha . 3^2* s ’ attitude wrs his corked interest in the northern and 

wore' considered vital /arise*. IMio *tr«ag defanee of 
fcho^ aouth (’fhird y»6, Aruy' stnil Sixth Amy Group *oa»*) i*«* * distirj8t 
;3oi^biii^Vl^"noi^ftm 'wes; given priority by tha aceay* tho C— 2 felt. 

Terrain favored Allied tanks* tfearefar^a serious defensa* Kore perticulrrly* 
the Vital ijvluatriai RtTi^fe was in the north* requiring the utmost protection,, 
The "0m3sy tferovighout tha vsolai was though sanaitive to advanoas towsrd 
eoi/XSS sad tha P'JIIS* To repeat* tho aorthora xona ires tha local® of priasry 
ijiport&uoo to fee onasy* tha Group’s intalligancs officer fait* 

' In contrast to «a»d : sbsHUic a^aal slgnlfiaanca wife fea north* south ' - 
concept* wea the 3-2*» aapsrate* negativa attitude toaards the central son* 





of the ICstera frost* So attack potentiality was accorded tho central 
VIII Corps sector, where the Ccuafccroffensive «u actually launched* 

. Horso v w r, It wm demacd to bo • tmaisafc area* On 7 Daoesber tho &•£ 
reported to tho Ccwffiarding General that tho exsexy*# policy two to employ 
newly arriving units la tho VIII Corps sector and to Mod wore experi- 
enced units to am* critical eeoters* Thros day* later he described the 
VI nth a a "probably a focal center for eoeny troops coins aithar to tha 
north or south*" Another olm aa to tho Group*a attitude towards tha 
VIII Corps eight be found in tho t r e a tment accorded it* Apparently it was 
not aggressive, tharoforo not rafting the facilities of operational foroaa. 
Tha Group operated aa intelligence oolleotioa and ecaanaiioations foroo 
known aa Fhanton* and waits of it wars attached to najor ooownds of tha 
Group . Is*si?.uj2i ea no sassages were received direct free a VIII Corpa 
Pbantoss, 3 Xcvooiber- IS I^osaaber, perhaps no Fhantcm was assigned to tha 
VllXtfa. Probably only eperstioaal cca mn d a possessed Phantcn, inasmuch, 
as tha Y and VII Corpa* Seventh Amy* etc*, ware equipped with it* In 
that case, seemingly tho VTII Corps were deoosd relatively inactive* 

A controversial aspaot af the Till Corps wss whether or not it was 
judged as a calculated risk* Ko pre-16 December document referred to this* 
IVo retro* pact ones did* Qe®, the Group’s After/Aotioa Report for November 
referred to e conference er so between the CG, c/s, G-S end 0*2 about the 
VIII Corps as a calculated risk* But* this report for Moveeaber was not 
issued until 21 Deooaber* Furthsrsore*, the dally Coananding General 9 # 
Briefings could be logically expected at least to allude to stick conferences* 
but ao dally Briefing* Septsabsr - IS December nentieoed such a mooting or 
the oaloulated rid; subject. Tha second affcer-tba-evanfc reference to the 
calculated risk idea was the written explanation by tha Q-S la August IMS* 
in response to Counteroffensive questions by tha Historical Section, OSFET 
(Recr)* He clsiaad that a spoiling attack possibility in the AKDS1H8S area 
tees rssogalapd, but even if ha tanks through* the saiay "wouldn’t have any- 
thing. Hth teajor stteoks going an to the north and south tan calculated 
risk of leaving the A3DS5K2S Motor lightly held was accepted," 

Of laportsnos* slang with tbs Group* s conception of what tbs eony 
could or would do, was possession or lack of actual evidence pointing to 
. the Ccxmt4u«!ffamiT». So olein wss edyaaoed prior to 13 Decenber by the 
Ch^^ timt it pos s e ssed data denoting aa impending Coustaroffansiva* Air 
reooaaaioeaaoe reports wera wot interpreted aa indicating such an attack* 
^neny dispositions and eovaswnts during the first two weeks of Dacacabar 
did act appear suggestive * So attack potentiality was mentioned by tha 0-2 ■ 
during hia reports an the lith and 15th af December* . V 

TShan the Counteroffensive was launched <m IS December, the G-2 did 
net c occlude until the 19th that he was faced by an ell-out offensive* 

The only currant view about objeotivss was that of 17 Daoaabar — the next 
was 16 January IMS, to that hffaet that ST. VITS wee believed to be the 
initial objective, with USflS possibly Is sdnd* ieksowlsdgeaeat was cade 
on the 19th that the Geraan offensive bed been a surprise, that ths eauqy 
had skillfully, secretly, regrouped end attge^aed* 
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'.' ’;. ... ”;;2| JSell into two oategcrieiy (i) firem th* 

• -f (t)- : .^^th#'-<i(^i%;’ fipflfe it*, subordinate oajs.-' ;.;//.' 

the first* the Group expressed its opiaioe* end datsir the 
'>*>/ published ia-«uaKC©s o£ tho G®2’* srceklylntaili^ace Gummrles and daily 
yy.;‘ ‘ rather- "theft in Message©*- etc 0 : ; • .•"'_ *.'y.\" '■■ ' v ‘- 

■ of 'the- forwarding by\ subordinate ccs»*nds to tk® Group vac yl 
.i ... divlifeid ■' infce . pre-Xfc ,r«<soiabi»r end ..Mi* pts«t»15. Iteosaboi? peri he valu^. 

■'/.■' 'V-lIbl*'' li«^st^5»g ott«ok evidftni«> vm» received prior M* thatd&fce, Of, 'the, 

"‘ V :: - attack evidence d&£& obtwitted , by divisions* only one* ’ that ; 

. ,' <3 df cbftdfyotV t-S'feffle ' t-ocsilor&ticn ga 'l4 J '3*c*a.bar on the iOSth t>ivi*ion . 

1. ; .front* ’was 'fcrwar^td' throws?* the Corps &IX&). end Sirat Amy c Iho*amy 

"©roujtV'^ '&-§■* g^otic^pfi'pia®' of; thofesteiay eepi^iXiii'ea 
^ adA ,iat»'atl«8U(‘ :«iro. lergbly,' uadiiiol«Q«d».' 'Wi'th only; the bftroet 
of ;'llA|i^‘ «& a couro-3. , th«' iasadlikt# period 'jftlioalug 13 Ooo^mber^ 

thi* aw^oo of fotverdi^/coriaoroed ths oapti.a*©4 fo«i?s&ndor^5.n«Chiwf 

host’s Orcer of' tho, iJty, 1$ ’thMaWi ‘ inaoimoine the Gorm&n of rensi vo ' to 
Osifran fcrceey ’euad s ddoiL^ont doaciribing Gporatipa vHUlf,- adiioh aa»ntlce»d 
early oojoo£lvt»3* ‘'S«stof4l ' cthor papare in oom»«fcion wib ths OSkt? oco d 
likomiao captui'ad* Guppositlon is tiio only basis fer be} laving that 
.the Group probably rsoeivod or* the 17th. tb* gist of feho v'cn Rimisfc»dt Ordsro 
^riiswss Hy tho first tn*jf*€ fP~Z 1815K for the I3th p and wired, et 04301 bxi the 
. i'/U-, was ."ssexv^t fey the Groat?* if so p this «&* the ooiy r»ceipt 8 'end it 
■ .ces , ; o • doedrip tian of tho doctcieaf. s not few toxt» The «oxv^ \lvstimmvt- of 
tap;, -uH.01? incw!Rbat* ;h£ well'ss- .of the others^' vere roobivea pabilshod 
.by tbs hrsay Group aa that 17th* in passing* atban^ioa' is oaliad t«' ths sis- 
sdronturo befalling on* of the two copies of the Von Hundsfcedt Order that 
••"• evAllehle to the Group, 7hie case illustrated the enee' of 

distoriich during trwaslfe of a significant dooi^nt.' vhhile bho V Corp’s 
ocpy of the thaadstedi- Order sms sired to the First Arasy oa tbe 16th* it 
' Ifes pfcrapbrssod to indicate a aser© divisifeh oofcas.r>.d»r had ' iuau^d it* iaat©?-d 
of properly* the higJicst of Goman <»amaaders* the Cacrssader^in^hief te.st c 
. ; first Asftay astur eljty - iulsefiastf it*, i^c^taoce*, sau^ in. tsrsj refbrrod -;ia 
■ ., '■'■..its essi^«legr«a lo th® Arasy Group to tii© y<m Runiatedt (Vder'sS'.'origismfcing 
■fr ^. ^IT^r isio^^i^^wieig^ .,' ' 
<icrT«at'- : toxt; o iseyiAarea, : and;liter P ’ : to asm i^-i«gr»ria -’ l 

Was thr<ft«i of jf.' base*'; i : ,‘ v :';'> : ,'* -l’v’',;l il .1; '.'• .’ 
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officer opened his i’xnal ISUM* dated 12 December* with the "unqualified 
stato-JMsat® th&t du» to attrition "the orust of defense i* thinnor, acre 
brittle and acre vulnerable than it appears on our G®2 saps or to troops 
la the lino,” The enemy depended upon the rate ox* attrition due to 
Allied offensives and the rate of infantry reinforcementa* ® belenoe 
then favoring the Allies,, Therefore* "With, continued Allied pressure 
in the South and in tho North the breaking point may develop suddenly 
end without warningo* As for the Allies* "Given time and fair weather 
w>? can make pro gross against hiss anywhere," 

These optimistic views did not, intimate that, the G®2 expected the 
lax-go-aeale counterblow in the Allied and Group 5 s control sector a few 
days later o This attack ties nob launched on the northern front as ex® 
pecied, and was an offensive initiated iy tho -enemy, not the anticipated 

defe««ive.nociha^--':- •' ■ 'f *• £\V': * 



/ 



Th*< following smosssiv# treatment traces the Group’s thought 
trends, ascertainment of- which pattern was the objective of a discussion 
of enemy potent? alitios *3 assessed by th® Group „ Inasmuch as tho Ana® 
lysia portion of this section of the Critique is also generally by dat# a 
the reader nay question why two chronological arrangements 0 Because 
th.lt* analysis of the Group's opinion was somewhat complicated, the high 
points wore traced for' reading eonrenienee, eu:d nscosssrily in sequence* 
h-t-nof the Chronology a 

In order to provide quantitative analysis, a, substantial txm® span 
vas undertaken. Inasmuch, as the invasion and pursuit were .climaxed with 
tno arrival of Allied forces (FN3A of 12th Array Group) on th* Gorman 
border on IS September d sdd^Sepfceoiber was adopted as the logical period 
frees which to date the tracing, 

. • ;0n IS September the Group’s G®2 issued his first opinion of 'the'i?-',:-. 
future following the First Array’s ; arrivkl^ on the .''on^my’s'-TSBST bAhho 
Optimism prevailed, The enaray heedecl to detortaine whether to hold the 
>*eetorn or the Eastern Front at *11 costs „ As to the Western,, the «tw^ 
needed to hold the British northern advance and delay the American through 
the SIKGPf ISO line o Failure of the latter would require a belated with® 
dr&wel to tha. EHTHB* Hitler 1 *» strategy was to gain time for the production 
of new divisions frora total nobilitation and replenishment of his depleted, 
ineffective air force . This was "a desperate strategy to cover a hope lees 
military* soonastic and polltieel situation," 

Frca 23 September onward the G®2 displayed a growing recognition of 
the oneny’s recuperative power, of his .resistance and attack abilities,, 
TShilo the enemy capabilities worn snore realistically appraised during tho 






»iKJoe<adin" KJukb, optimise coxrtiaued® 

Inauguration; of this parallel *ppr«cietlon~optittilaci bo^an at onee 0 
fiusfi»g the vroeJr ending 23 Sept^Mr the eneay h«d impressed tho Group 
... and Third >tf «S*. Aneiee Hever*- 

tbalosa, hlr. only .choice was which vital era© to defend, the northerner 
southern.' By 7 October the British had been halted, the AaoriceR AACBS3? 
drive slowed, end the line held in the TtfSA and Sixth Amy Group tone*, 
without corns! tsoant of armored reinforcement* . A panzer grenadier division 
Ufid. oven been pulled put in the south . However, playing for bis© to build 
defenses, mobile reserves*. manpower, *to®« was the enemy* *. only strategy e 
including stall lag mtil •wi nter o Respecting mobile reserves, the concept 
of an enemy'. buildup of a mobile armored strategic reserve was advanced in 
•the Or2 26>JI/ for 7 October,, Bo force was identified,. Simply, the idea 
stained in, .the opinion that infantry wou.ia- :; prbbebly dSfeiad the WEIS? 
■.•’■•R'AEiLj' '''rblebcing' "ar/itu for local or strategic rooa rvoa. Savon deya Inter 
•the C~2 uta Piore definite, dec! sr lag that. a lack of -several panzer dlvi® 
s.tcns for a long period indicated coda tract ion of e mobilo counuerattaok 
force as a strategic reserve. 

As of 14 October, tr»a Iruup felt that do a pita surpriai recuperative 
power uno sbiiity to shuttle armor- 'to $i»reat©ncd area*, as demons tz a ted 
d’.rljv the jest wek in the transfer cf armor from both north and south 
to the AACKLSf urea, tho cnciay still lacked power to hold against several e 
«? Villa's oug., Cv-crdintted attacks ; 

By Ci October, ths G--2 claimed tho enemy* s armored reserve tin* hie 
main. hope of averting defeat in 19-44., Both. 'Acs tern and Eastern fronts 
thro atoned its premature eraployauntn On the other hand, given time, a 
1 lioceober, *fc© ootid probably scraps together a powerful striking force 
of s&Kzar divisions ,* Withdrawal of panzer divisions from, tho lino and 
otV.tr evidence pointed to the MINSTER mad PADSRBORJT vicinities as the 
for .ration, area. This force would bo prastsa&bly employed in the northern 
sectors, where Allied breakthroughs would be dangerous 0 due to terrain 
'advantages to Allied mobility and the proximity of vital RTIHR industry® 

Suomy abilities and. rehabilitation were forcofully obvious to the 
u 2 by. the end of Octpbore® Tho enemy, had attacked the crifeish southeast 
fiahk* •in tho ;rioihi'^'..:of. TOEST. apparently to 

reli’ev^ypreo&ure on the; Fifteenth Army* 

was apparent c Uhilo halting the Alliad advance with hastily formed battle 
.^roup a. from broken divisions, etc., they were gained in, the line and 
into numbered division*. Furthermore, much of the panzer force 
had been '-'withdrawn to fora e substantial ceuntorattaoking force c As to 
r.no assault upon t-bo Brit* ah, it might be o?plf itod -to threaten 'AHT«iES? e 
but wes unlikely if the armored reserve would he depleted* .Instead, the 
vit-ctinuiid vetsrve buildup cf armor v*«s expected ’by the tH2, unless Allied 
trusts forced ' empleysxsnt* such ss breakthroughs in the ninth or First 
Army sectors tow wd the RIilKB® 




Th* etretogic amoved reserve waa named for the firat tine* by 
At Hovembar/aa tha Sixth. Penser Army# mpariedly in the BIELRFBkB Area* 
Rhilc tha ewmy was thought fully capable of inowasingth* rateof ra- 
^ __aufc- pressure developed* tha . felt thay xouid 

he aent bo the nwthora loojfclitiaa^ that _tha enemy woulfl continue to be 
. . ivbry--.*cr»aitive'ia- :ihe direction of COLONS and tho. EOKR, and lass «o in 
the scathe . .. . •. . .. 

While ho thought on XI Hovember that tho key, to tho enemy's situa™ 
tion laid in his disposition. of armored forces, tha G™2 only partially 
knew their location* Mono opposed the Sixth ArmyGroup, thr&e faced tho 
Third Army, at least part of two were committed against FGSA near AACHEH, 
...the Jfiath Pcaserms s.t VBSLO, and tho 10th S3 was bo 1 loved or st of 
AR£ESIJt» (fel.ooatfA .were .tjha 3.6th Banter Grenadier and Sd-vPanser Diyi« 

■ ■' gio!is c ■ Ci»rt «ln -fe (l & 2, 0* as<i 12) and Pviiftor tBMR division* war* re*" 
gardod as haying bs*n out of the lino for nooks 0 but- wore believed to be 
re. - : ting and refitting in the PADHRDORH «rea» Continuing the thought ©x~ 

/ pressed & wrek previously* the f?™2 expected the northern front to be px*o« 

tested, west of COLOSSiS, with available Psnxor reserves „ area though 
their non against the Third U,3„ Array necessitated ■withdrawal in that 
avea to ..lit? 1 'lALL.. 

Dur ing the vsjsk ending 13 liovwraborg tho :1»2 was again impressed by 
tha ene&y # <i abilities* sad he prodSotad the conditions for the uaa of the 
Glxth Pansor Army* although ho did not know its “precise location.* at the 
mcttoato In seating the Allied. 19 ?<ovw*ber offensive, the enemy had skill™ 
fully shifted divisions to vitally throatenod areas and alloyed tactical 
armored reserves to absorb the initial force „ The Sixth Panzer Amy would 
be used *3 unit, but not until a breakthrough of the ROBS River defense 
line* Its punch w&s expected by tha &~Z to be withheld,, ponding develop'’ 
moats* until conditions w®re ripo for its usa„ It wold probably remain 
ir. tho norfch s because of the general enemy sensitivity to C0L0C8IS, the 
kvPJH, sad the First and Hlttth Anaiee* attaoks . The enemy mighty oven ao 0 
«cr?e this ansy if tho British rapidly edvancad toward the RUHR* or if a 
WEST biXii, breech developed in the Army Group G area* • However 0 if German 
infantry and taotical reserves could contain the Allies* tho enemy would, 
be fras- to launch a sxa^or couateratstaokj, op, move ease or. all of this Army 

' ■■■■;.• -'i-to aiwioualy'^^stoneo vital erbaai- pb p'-V. v >rv • 

'■ ? : b^V3ii considering the marked detericrati on of tho eituetich on ths 
southern front during tho wok railing 25 . Soyoiabsr, the G-»2 was unsure if 
.the Sixth- Fan-son Army would be sent there* The Jixth UtS » Arpry Group had 
fcxxaod.thc VOSGES trap .luring its attaofe boiaoen KARLSRUHS and BA3JJS* end 
a decision whether to commit the Sixth Panser Army .seemed to be rapidly 
£ creed »- Q«-2 stated ho could not predict tho enemy* s cotton* Ho rea™ 

ittned that part or all of that Army might bo sent to the south if that wero 
vh* graafcor threat* or retained in the north for the seme reason* or split 
5 if both offensives constituted serious threat a* although obviously re™ 
Tact&nt to do to, . 



uintm' Sspt&iaber (had) euoh a critical dilaiat*. confronted 
the *vmy* v - w«i« • the <HS in hie liitJU for the -seek ending 2 December 0 Sec** 
■oni. itt imper stae* Ac . thafe. of the RvSffi, the ?hird and Seventh -UoS^ faroics 
thrc at fikkhrbu&aa of titbY}V33T WALL in the&ovrth » g Likewieb serious 
">&»/• situation iA'thc AACI iHJYarea, duo to attrition.* Reinforce** 

ikiwftl;* At* si in ’ front 'would invito disaster there* iteapite this 
pfocarioua ^ifcuati on* the <Hfc obwmd that none of the. four £S panzer 
divieiono then thought eosztltutiug, the' Sixth Panzer Army had beeti cocv- 
Kitted* the U-E's attitude towards this reserve force was a’ mingling of 
uncarteinty and dofiftitenoBaV Hia kncwled^e of the Sixth Fanner Aray 8 s 
lobati on was Halted to the premaaptioa of its being in reuerve in the 
gonojol nrbkWe-et of COLONS,, Ike enemy* a dsftasive plan, h ovwver 8 had 
"booh ipilfcu liloor for eve* tiaiej la invol?»s nil ^uut ' defence at the i<OBE 
River beyond which Allis >d advances would .. conn litute an i®.»difite threat to 
• the R’UGio- These expressed vicbx ' in’ oarl^-fiecenhef declared the ''northern 
f.i oat te ho of first priority* 

Optician prevailed during the last week -prior to the Counter offensive, 
cveordiug ..•> the G—E’s three atawaienta of opinion, Tt?y werv hie report 
>t -ihe UvitJAndls', C-e-noval * a Briefing uGOOOJSa 'aeora >«r * his X??JM for the 
week wuditg oho s'th but dated t»w i*th, ttui hue 3-2‘s letter of the iifeh to 
his 21 Arr.y - Group oclleegueo 

Tho report to tho C extending General took no ”»e oi' an enetay capability 
to romit'ruo between THICR am* iLu-ASSl'ES a.i>i east of AACH>3I, or by ooasaittia- 
the sixth Penser Amy c ho JseatioE was i»ie of the central aone* part of 
which. was tho VIII Corps sector* I ho 5l<csh coos is tea of fi 7 C penser division.'; 
and "this precious* , card over the iuIlTJf 1 ' «ns unlikely to be risked unless 
tactics-.! reserves could not halt the Allies east of ths ROSS* or the Allies 
offered 3A vpport unity to b» taken off balance “so thaw- an abrupt counter™ 
stroke cos id nullify any future Allied prospects for the winter * M Tit® reader 
is invited to note the dvsoriytlon of ” abrupt 1 ", eug^eating a quickly planned 
operation to meet cu unexpected advantage* rather than a long planned* da— 
liberate campaign* 

An *unt > Uftlif led state.iTent’* was ,-nad* by the last ISUM preceding the 
Counteroffensive, on 12 December , that dua to attrition. ”th<* or us t of defense 
i&. tftianot, more brittle tmi/Kc^d^ vulJU^mbie^th^ it appears pn oUr maps 
or. to troops ia. tho lia»* w F^thenapre* tile 'oneagr •eras dependent upon, the 
balance bsfcre-ea tho rates of atti-ition to Allied -'offensive® and infantry 
'reinf orooaoriT s * a bni-'incc then favoring the Allies* - ’Tnersfcre* “With con™ 
tinuod, Allied presaure in the -South send in the Korth. the. breaking point nay 
djfvelog- suddenly situ -without warning «*■ hegardiag', tho Sixth Paasor Amy* it 
•«,s " oti.ll the prlrcary enemy capability* but it might rot Have complete free* 
do;?, bi choice of tiiac sad place- i'hJrd ana Seventh. u.S» irmios* breakthrouyjbs 
aright force ccsraitrcent in tho south, or, duo to inadecuato infantry rein- 
force».outz J. ;; the SOEF cron* if committed vhare tnen its ouster attacking 
Qapaoity c. st of xn s ’i'.Lx .-could ba greatly Jiiaiaishea? Itouniing a 
e . w-- -v-uf-'ceira cc.p ability would be virtually destroyed*, 










y ': jf^irfej. the ’0-“2, agreed -with hi* 21 Army Group opposite 

-.«f.. .5?i»' front for X«pg ;,*** unlikely* «rslo#s c& tto , 

:;jSc|V r 5 ^¥<»)EiM* <>-;': 

^ *j^e 'V'igsj.s ' pip iSa*! d^ had appeared, : e *gc,* SH’ o^yslty rfetee.’; 

.'.X y P®<*1'’ _ 3 ^^ , -P e ™ ? ' 45 t .qiwlityp afeO a .. In »tan p the (K2 

fl ( »^tia», v ' »!?_' ophtsdstic vm^ -;ahieb did not, intimet© th*t the ' 
G*£bxpooued'rn iliyoat /coimr^rotyeori^i? tfiijhi^ e. ,fevr days 0 • Re stated? ’ 

,-■ ;. ff .^Givoc tiaidf .smJ fair, weather wo .can mke prdgfuss ogadnstbirfi Vy 

'f'-‘ •■•■ ; ' •' : .; .:••••. • ‘ V-- ", . ; ?y ■- ' .-.;, \- .-; C: : 
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- . ■ iXltod fbrcoe (First U»5 »• army) renohod the border o:j 

15 September* 194*, thereby concluding- the invasion and pursuit periods 
. thi*b,dgh FlAkOE *nd i&LGItfii,. , and introducing the invasion ef GiiRMAHY 
props).'., Fo? practical purposes, an analysi* of the Groupie opinion of 
the Gorman potential n wh ioh the Group foraala.tod durian the pro “16 Ii 3 ~- 
camber period* could ir»U eorceisonce with wid*Septettber, w • ,,. . 

As oF this period when the Group? e First Amy had reabhed and vaat 
pclt-vJ oi'. oho SI3GFRIFD Lino «• oa the German- herder* the'iHjkh ’Amy 
•" Group appraised the en^my** eifcttsfcion in Its S^h sleekly Intel Hgonpo 
S'i&ws&'tft f. for the week ending 16 September* nnd i*ai:»4 cn thp i^the 
■..•(I, 15 tSe': ;, ember ) Opt iwiraj pi^eveiledo A funup.nient.Rl decision by the 

■ dy.j^nt >*'■ to whefelw*. tr.si -Eusaisn b^.-'th^'^ep.torh. frpht was' to . 

■ }>o , *'lufid <ii al? costs.* * snejt'as b.a tbo nawbeir ©i forcss tb’.oef. eilecated 
to dboh* :fe could “^•rsipooiy ' expect anything ?>afe .dpfentV 51 •' .:*£%« tdtfel 

.- .n-uR'Sed that ifitlor* s strategy (appeared) to heve or . ,vf»i‘” sola pojootivsp. 

' the • gaining of. tims %n which t<;- . pro«.luf<e not' ^.’di^.sionn i‘rcn\ idtajL .nobjli^ 
,-.'.£nt£-pu end to replenish his depleted an-i in»ffo«tiv& ^rfforoe^*?-' I|t;'tlu> 

n&d SAAR re^iiiz’e^ pr^^'t^^,'«d^ : ^eul|u«s^*aw 
;j ; ,preyentad fr^^in^ig the wrr. w It . (trra), ,f _ dpaper ate rtrr ’-^fgj' to . cover 

* •-' the Stei$ii&zn 
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h 'jaiRthd bi ! ,edi*a».al to the REHiB, 



•y ; will 'he hQted* .oheMlonpl, .jrefes’bnoe*: w»re ^tiRdn 'to '.th^^ 

1 d<hteiw'neij' ' ^ ■ 

. front,, Its enalyaic of onessy strategy had’, problissB eRtfarhced • the, ..entire ; ) 
•^rsssvarn line, rnthor thRn restr feting Itehi'f _to/ the.jlRtli .Cropfi’s own . 

iena','’ '', ■" .'••;■?? '•- ir ; -'••* = ' ‘ "*' '"• '■•'•’ ■.'■''I':.- /' '"- '* ! -... : ' 



. ! : •'.. Gpfciaisn of the I5UM of 18 September begun to be torpered in the 1SUK 
of 23 Septer.ibor due to the realistio, , sncoeBaiVl performanbe] bf - tho enemy 



.during tije past •sroek’e 



■25 Septenben?) * , 'Ji»lenOT»led^»m««t . ; j*e.s tn*d® that , 







•fcii’, : fi04|^V#r^ yy^y.y :p*%{iCl J ? 

".- >.- '^otijiCoi^ fron wlt hdf utml * the v ; 

:«n&ny**;''^n'iy 'iniiltfef^’9' .'Wf.a hiS'Shoite of tfbleh vltxtlitf&to e». tho/^e:st«r!i " 
Fvo-rit bo reinforce and to frttejspt prevention of a yliriMs ' - 

'.oortwroiTofti-' vh«- ; i»hroduos& s' rpri^/fftofcor^^iioh^- eay-tlic, weeks. passed ■ ' 

fvlovj .llti.v was thv oonsept of defense or . 
^nc;'iCis.a.':of 'VCtfti..' bhrlheu^H<fra jar :S'C^fte^a' ; porh is^s'' : .of';tiH6 ; :! ■; ; 

_’V* '• \. ;'.• jVf-,. ; •'<:.• ’ ’.’. '■•>' 

: " ; Tv f i- 5 si Vy*f ‘i£<A ; 1 / CM , 0 ? :$$. ;.&:&$:*■$ ■ ■ ■ , -i • 

■; hfrdvnl .'<&.. tft®;-2a88s^ ••o^ro&oifVtee^ %He Istor ;iliied 

XSitlSlJl -adv^ncio, ewnfe &Qhfctkt«t*lV6i vital' B«oh' ; rs“ : 

’ ,«»iv«'d ..hVfiiiif: ‘‘‘•Xo ?otafv?ofc;aoHt# accordingly. As .tHO;'wesfca pegged* this 
oleaant of t] ire tits to vital are 6 a and the shifting of forces to isaet thorn 
bee am Kors pronounced &td frequent* As- of this HZ September period* the 
f.^oup felt that the «ii^r. r, s strategy would, sw v<* oall ‘ f or t no . iinasodiato 
defeat of the ’iritis*! 'TSbTl&TD 'thrust* then the destruction cf PITSA J » SIS!?* 
71X1*0 Line foothold norr AACHEN, According to. trio- Group* the oaotay regarded 
the 2UIVS. : vdvtiiiaah an th* poster threat* Ho would therefore withdraw 
frm A i/i/jC?. j»ORHA.'l?Sj, * o provide mobile forces to oppose the northern drive 
■BhioV if. successful* could quickly prove fatal, Infantry and static tr oops 
would “defend south of the; .VII Corps (FUSA), , '' . . .■' 

Bao&uuo. q 4 - ; ’thft!'oaoBiy*s successful resistortoop the Arny- Group tended 
. t.o £.,>; rei ri,. hlrt OtysMl Vties -and jodssihilitie* aaro;. rents a vioaliy* from .the 
apprvetiitate £5 3optc:ibor period. onward « Th© next ii^y’'-T'--^'tobef ; .p.oitttod . . 

the , Tlrihlah . -ndva.nso ; ’hfed been halted* the Anerioar: AACBSiZS drive 
slcbbdy '«Md the,' line held Jri the TU$A and- Sixth Ar»iy Group ..sOhe-ti, "(2* 7 Qot™ 
-obor}, 1 'JhiS had been ocoonpliohoi without the cc.’«tStmc,mt of badly needed 
nraor .id a rsajor- qsyBifcorattattlc iu the British sane , : ~by th& dao- of: inf entry 



end ood.'apie'l •Lerr it.x’y*' '-riO ;< ; '-nsi?r. cdvinjCoe* 's.-id, p-r rxldulf-riy rhe lack of 
r-attp ^a^g, ip h >3it : In eairb); ihg b«t a tetie: .poditicna • . .Flaying’ for tisu# '?*.» . ' 

I vis only stiB.i.vi'y t -Ti'-io to build defense* tu’ound ' GFiillijSflY* to r.'ohi liza pisn^ ■ 



>a! gh x .'.b*y a,<e-' s ry erw : -disWiitodo Aft tho 5 h? -i 1 ».- 1 'instance*, the Gr otip ro- . ' - •'.’. 

ferred to the uAtasy.aa- stalling far tirto nmtil mi ; a$$r, oWi»i-r-^K^?iiS' ''ttic Allis's 
TiVstsrn frq-it drive, lie vould ^probably atioHs.pt to defend , the 'Soat tlall 



nJong dtp eutirs length. &t all cost* 






I ■ •. * o ur I - injected a major Conoept, ajsijfcly, the enemy's 

“ ‘l- • * - - - ' reserve of armor. Inauguration of . such a ’■ • •'■ 

5 - *• .; r.o' *<.■■■!« J. ..c force was identified} singly, the idea wav 
i. .'.e itioi. whs iescribed within the op ski on that the ViSSf 

hoa! i pr-.-reMy be defended by infantry and fortxjpss troops, thus re** 
ng armor for local or strategic reserves. . 4' 

.uriv. ■ the *vek e '.-.ling li vctooer, the Army Group became. more de- 
e ir. i 3 inception of this armored strategic force. (I, 14 October) 
lark o:' lienti float ion oi several Panzer divisions for a long period 
'ii th: stil* intends to build a mobile counterattack force as s 

‘■ u lc -•■•s-*rv." : ortantly, this forcei was characterized as counter- 

's no* : ’jute -offensive . Presumably the G-f. meant tonake the 
ri-.- s a<-.j token of the enemy’s ability to shuttle, to threaten- 

• ».’ are-!'., Innamuob as he had transferred armor to the American AACHEN 
k from .>t’. tV. north and south, particularly from the I'hird Amy's 
"A ;JC” a -to. furthermore, the Group remarked that a "surprising re- 
stive i .-Air no 1 been manifested during September." In contrast to some 
i:* t .ac.ties, the Iroup felt the enemy lacked the power to hold against 
° ■ .c ■. u- -'-orlinoted «t hacks against several points. In general. 

1 red ‘ . : - "Vjr the sneny’s reformat i on of ground, air, and 

c- . for e... l).> A’ 1 l is jouli aocuEtnul&te supplies quicker, and the enemy’s 
.■■el ortr ranpowor, oil and essential metals would be revealed. 



Of' 



; n no ier«* H by increasing recognition of the enemy’s demonstrated 
litaho-i in .the 21 October loJL!. (I, 21 October) "A 
° in the . est would undoubtedly force the commitment of 






;• a J . 



J:ld 4 



lover equipment the/ have at the time. 



‘wi'js id/ances through dJoATfo? toward TTiilfTA or westward be- 
i t A . I ’ rnigh- force a rush of reserves to. ths Eastern 

rfonei on both Vbstern end Eastern fronts" with, a 
*' - a *. t '»r-:.u**od r s „rve upon which he must rest his main, hope 



le.'ev. V year." ."nis double thrcet was his -re' test danger. 



hard,' ho was apparently 



J.-io . J ’ . . 



• o 

.. £*J ^ * . ■ »■/«.- ^ 1 -X* *.■ ^ * > *) • 

«■. - r •« i :• '. h’va . .riven "sufficient tin*, say until 1 hecer: .•er, 
t -a"*!., s '.rH r e together e rowerful striking force of panzer divi- 
•. wi. u’. : vo r-ssunarly employed "in the '. or them sectors of the 
r''! 1 , w l ert Allied break-throughs would be most iangur*:u& to the 

•j.y -i' terrain e-i vantages, to Allied mobility and the proximity 
Vr.i -i* 1 areas in .Z'J-A’TT. Guch a reserve of nr: or night enable 



* . .. h: 



;eoui ve3 o:' stalling the Allied «i^rco for 






i’hua 



i~ln Amy .iron's j-c 



a . 



. : % f- . 
v *■ ‘ 



..«!• or : : I ily m n 

h_.. . ‘.ho- ! . f : ” ! location r-f i.io of 

-v is • s \ > \ thr t l!.o ,/. ■ v r?::hioal area wa3- in the* 
f, .j »r:.up snore d3iir.il> or ’his wriod about the 
^ * .i :h f* r-:oorvo: i'- al-.“ for evi lance of 

• 1 u . ) 4 j Ir ■. .ii'.,. . u. *t.‘ r 



i* ? 0 1 r ■ : 
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:r.^ and of 
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.* a ii : 



’ r o:‘ '•-r.n.vrei f-.rces in.tho 

. . av. : A .\. : .'his f^’riiia 4 . li.f. rre® was in the :iorth # 

■ j lisiev/is^ jx;*octed # An oil. or streag protective .ao as are 
,vra thu eno , .y , i» now construction oJ of "3-ir- 

.c ihrv- '.oned sector between AA'J.k-I* and ^ ?hev 







■ vv-i’ :^--v ; > 

^ 4 ?W 



■ ■ >*d? 






**•’ ;*■;<««' ' * .r-»,v ^ y _ ^rst'r. ?..V^T<|* :i ~-_] ; "•--. 






,l "; ;,‘ '■.'^'V' ’ i V^* a ^' 1 - *'• ••■'*- :"'--? ><gi w:'' 
-i-ri'iV v i :'V.-> •-.-L*r^-rV r .. 






7coidim^^''oi^ barbed wire and anti-tank ditches to the Bast 

= . cf .'the ..-Jilnilsr wrka wara' r.ppperihg oast of tho v ^CT* : '-;-A'£e» 

■ ; :'t1sl laC.3i:M^ ;. vheas defenass .feaprovideeL in bn; ^nax tc 'fcho - ISUM - 

-• "~f‘ ‘ Co7itInuiDg- fctt««^ -.!»»' 

strong anon? capacities tf in hi* XSUK for th* week andingSS October, vl* 
;. : X£r'{jct)- : In xh» fifist plaoe* the easily {isd .op ti» .ihh **n4*s: a'. long period 
or, the dt»f«hsiva byVlt.uttshihg > oo«porftt5voXy large-scale : attack against' the 
■vv British oouth.et*?ii flank is biw; v&inihy of IffifeT aHd UESiiL.^ : • vex 

: vxw$*li*itof. 'hfyiip^£'4& d^.;aitfc*$fc*jr pxvpose, It Wo eipparSTihiy slswcl.at . 
relipTi^' presaur* oai the Fifteenth Away*,.-- The tmsa$y nay slab hays Intended 
v '.).;ip; '«3^ioi't^i^tdal;^coo«a la the att ack by an attempt to exit off the AESHCSI 



unlikely press *n jiSTtfEH? attack, that vo lid deplete his wraofod re*srro c 
*2t; shows aoris likely that the oueay Will continue* without depletion* the 
buildup ok hie long needed -srstcred '. reserve unless end until Allied thrust* 
enstivjr i dom.nd its wployetent, The orastxyte aeftt likely and serious aap*- 
b! 1 1 iy TFC'xld no*’ appaer to be .a obuoteratteck with strong for os* of Fsaser 
r*«ez-^tuj against fiuy Allied teeeJn-'throrgh in the Klnth or First Array soetoru 
vaieh t:ir©&te';>e to push our advance to the RHX’diu 0 .She escorvl distinctive 
point periHifiiag. to tho ©assay** . perf oraa&ee. ws* described thus* “It ie not* 
apparent, however' that the roorgg^isation of the : Qernaa fox cos during the 
past two souths has boon fully cs significant as the actual r&t© of rcin^ 
foroeaent end Indeod more important in restoring th® fighting value of eneay 
.force® in the 7.cst«>* Beorgraiaetlon. end reinf croomoEfc wore -exobiibed in throe 
disfti.net phase st : ; •• . 

1* lii order to halt the Allied aivanoo and to maxi tho V.liJS STALL* battle 
gx^oup^ srero hastily, forawd tres& ‘broibea divisions* forts"#** troocs* sto,a 

2~c Training v«» completed in the lisa itself* end these misoellaneoua 
bettlo forces were roorgenised. into disciplined* controlled* nwabered divi-x 
: sieas* . :• • y\ •;.>>. ■. 

5^',- 4 of the pander force WMvw^lthdrewi fVom thc lina for 

•'; '• eitiifos*- •oduater* 

,.■ WttWck'iag £cro«. -to'.eocpox-eto with .e reju\'edated, e?iiQrgod air force « Tnis 
echidsetffittt dopeidd^d not only 'upoa the ability .•ip ^ produce th© hecessary jmui« 
power* “but depended else on t h® en®»y*e ability to disengege these forces 
dnd still reieiu Sttffioiexxt strength In the line to contaia the Allied advanca 
' re«ui<fisabib ^i^sdte** Poor weather end Allied Supply difficulties aided 

the a«co»plish»&Rfee '•. “ h . -'- ‘ ’ .T 1 '. 

, two’titft^cr ' points saw espressod 1* the 2&t?M for the week sading 4 Eovess« 
ter* (X* 4 KoV) Or*s„ the suspected enemy* e strategic nrnox*©d V-»»erve f<»‘ce 
was named for the first time*, boing identified as the Sixth Power - Array* The- 
ceoosid* the narthorxx portion of the Western fronts, r&ihgr, than tho southern 
wes designated a* tho more is^brteilt* , — . 



* 



Gj . .'^rlti^ue 
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Sihca lkt« Sopfceasber the Twelfth Amy Oroup’s G-2 had reflected In 
hie ISUM** his growing recognition of the enemy’ s recuperative power s of 
h.io. res'idtane* and attack abilities , A taa^or manifestation of the eaeuy'fa 
capacity was the f creation of the Sixth Peruser Artay, while successfully 
resisting Allied drives on the Western Front* Progressive interest in. the 
»ia',>loy3Rent oi’, this Aray was described in the TSOir**, She ISUH for the 
week ending IS .Vovoaber continued the procedure of evaluating the eneay 
capabilitios. in terae of the Sixth Ptnser Division, (I, 18 iiev) 

' In the; first places the energy had further demonstrated "considerable 
'di^W'toijui to wet vitally threatened area* end in o»-' 
ploying taotical omored reserves to absorb tha initial force of Allied 
attacks . HI » latest exploit was occasioned by the Allied offensive on 
Id Kovojeber. -He hastily redisposed diviaioas to seat local taotioal ait*' 
unticne,' 1 and ^tefaatary divisions to the Wfeat, yet holding 

.‘the ; ; Sixth,' ;$<toiie^^ reserve, ...Be y&illk&Mii ■ taotioal * -.-; 1 

/armored Vessfvb; possible exception of 10SS and 2 Panser Divisions, 

V&erenbouta of the Sixth Poaser Araty war* uncertain* however, "IShile 
the yrooise location of. Sixth Pactaer Aray ia not known g persistent states 
»onfc s by prisoners of war to the effect that 2 SS and 128** Panser Di visions 
or© West of the RKIKB continue to bo received, with a possibility that 1 SS 
and 9 SS are also there,* _ ...... 

A highly significant prophecy vats ventured by the twelfth Army Sroup 
in this 18 ifovoabar ISUM/, to tho effect that indications were that the 
Sixth Pander Army would "be used as a unit and then not until a break" 
through of the ROSE Elver defease line," Both the locality and time for 
this Array’s use war© thus suggested. 



While this force was considered capable of either a counter attack oar 
a counter of fouaive, it hod not yet boon employed* perhaps due to transport 
or supply difficulties. Instead* "it seems sora likely that the onst^y be- 
lieved that conditions were not yet ripe for its e&ploynsat , * Those favor— 
rble conditions were then described, **Tha necessity for launching a strong 
counterattack to stop an Allied thrust toward COLOGNE or the ROHR has not 
yot arisen, * The oaoay could held his punch and await dcvolopcnonts , For 
instance, *if the enajay intends to launch a major countor^offeusivo against 
any Allied salient Ei^tr of Akphea dosigoed to re-establish the 3IE8IRISD 
bins positibnc or td cMppie Asioriossn fosrtjea in; this area, the a ore opportune 
time will presumably ooco when our attacks hare spent their fore o and our 
supplies are dwindling,* On the other hand, if already ooendfcted infantry 
and tactical reserve* oould contain Allied attacks, oosaaitteant of his 
strategic Panxer reserve in "an osseutially defensive qoraterattaok* would 
bs unnscesoery, will then be in a position to launch a aajor counter* 
offensive or move so so or all of the elements of Sixth Panser Amy to Amy t 
Group a or to whatever vital area is erioualy threatened," Because of hi# 
sensitivity to the advance toward COLOGNE and the HUBS, and hi* appreciation 
of the . First and Ninth G.S, Arwis*» attack*, he would not likely move the 
ercay ivam that area. E& aright wove it 1» the ease of a rapid edvan.ee toward 



tho RUHR 



i»n: 

Oj f 



tho British «r a NEST WAIL breach developed in ths Amy Group Q 
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• Thus # • the Twelfth Aray Group considered several alternative usss for 

t-h« Sixth ■ Pauser Array# raainly that it would be retaiusd and used la the north 
ash unito’ - r V . ; . 

Bindhg the following week# that ending 36 Novenbor* the enemy situation 
Bterkadly daterioretedjf end he we* being rapidly forced Into a decision to 
o<sa.fcife the Sixth Panser Array described as hi* "only mobile armored reserve 
in the Wait.* (I, 25 Hot) In its attack toward* the SHINS between £ARLS~ 
HSfHS and BASEL tho Sixth .$•$« Array Group had formed the VOSGES trap* which 
3«oss^d i ^likhly to foreo tbs bulk of the German Nineteenth Armyto withdraw 
acres* the RHIJOS** befeat of thi* Gorasn force would. permit "the Sixth Array 
Gjfoup to direct b large part of it* forces northward against the KBS? WALL 
in co»<^»erati<«i with the third iray* A prompt* rapid, heavy rainfororaant 
of the west WALL tram TRXBR to &f2LSfi«33 seesaad *alnoet oertain,* . from the 
Gertmm Fif teasth Amy* Trow GMM4HT or SfASBIKATlA or frorsi the German &ino~ 
toanth Array ,'ifas^^^ of : ;di'risic«is' escaped acres* the RHINE 

• 4 /fffe tfes \*KJ&feher unite of tho Sixth Panaer.' Amy' will also nova 

„ i-roKi B0L0C3JB to the rear of the WSSf. WALL between TRIER and KAULSRUHS depoads 

on Allied pressure 'end progress in each eras," It .would doubtle** be ear*, 
ployed at the point of greatest danger* | ! 

■Che north. Vs, south concept was fully apparent,. The Twelfth Army Group® a 
G-2 wrote that tho enemy action at that time could not be predicted# but 
the '’capability of moving a part or all of (his) armored rencrra to oppose 
fche Asssrican Third and Seventh Armies should be recognised*" The situation 
in aosa reapoots is comparable to that at CAEJT and ST. in. the middle of 
July,* Twelfth Army Group pointed out enemy alternatives* (l ) If troops 
in the lias held Allied forces in the north# end « sarieuo breakthrough ap- 
peared irTinenfc in the south, at least part of the Sixth Pan&or Army would 
almost certainly be sent south* (2) In contrast, no a uoh southward raorement 
would occur # if the First and Ninth Armies offensive* against the heart of 
industrial GSSWAKY continued *to be the major throat * * (5) If both offensives 

constitute serious threats# the "enemy might be forced to split the Sixth 
Paaser Array although he ia obviously reluctant to dc so** 

The enemy's situation became acute during the succeeding week# which 
ended 2 December* (l, 2 Dec) Whereas during the preceding weak# ending 
2b . November,' only the southern front was relatively critical for tho enemy# 
now both the nbi*tljern.'i^d ,^euthera were* A division of tha Sixth Fsni^. v- 
Array between then# ‘ and ihaiifficiently so in each case# might be forced upon 
the enemy* Or# if ho solved tho Yfostarn front problem with reSnfor'seraent* 
from the itussian front# he would invite disaster in the East* la respect 
' to i^c.bbatern .fVoRt# "at no tisae ainoc Septeraber has such a Critioel dS« 

loEBsn 'confronted the enemy*" 

Saving withdrawn <ge rapidly fr<a» the Sixth b»S* Army Group** *rea# th* 
anemy was by -early i^oea^r threatened with a possible' breakthrough of the 
ViSSf ISAM, by the Third and Seventh 1/ »S . Amiss * "This is a threat saoond 
iisly in iinportiLnse to the throat to th* RUSS* 0 Additional panser rainforoa* . 
mvuts in the KMLSEOHE-TSXM area were imperative. Although unlocated few 
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a long while, -the’ 2d Panser Division sight bo & u&mti'lat®, but would prob- 
ably -'bo inadequate, The eaesy w xmsfc thon doc id® whether to laove any psrt 
civ-.ilt o£ ; i&e Sixth Paaaer Away fross the COLOGNE sron.* . ' 

■ ‘Hl» condition la the Aachen area was likewise scriousl Attrition 
rfaa '“produoiar *a scuta altuatioa .for the- enomy but so far hs ha* managed 
io.'amti th.» piboaribcl oouradtiKJat of tha four, ramifling; divisions of 3ls.th 
Paaaar ’ Army, h : . 2$agsvfcft of soeo tmltre infantry *u£ Ifour iM* 

siejas » front barely thirty miles |oag. .Sotib bhd b»ca 
ba^y?'dsol$.«^d little fitting; 'value » In f«ot,’;the; t*»iw 

InfHSitry /^^it.tiot^hr.fe an actual a. troaf^h of raore four 

'• “;' ; , - ’ f * *. • '•• 

•’. ’'.^ipasp.ite 'kW' critical the dnaiay had not ,dacEd.ttttd anj^ of tha 

^ Passer .Jpeg’* • Xti;‘ looiitice in t* das-* 

cri-bad a* '*4»t 't|ia 'federal .are* «**ost 

iodbrd lag". to. tbie-yiS?^^ “tho' oaea^ defcaaiva "plan ■ lutfc/ been >•:- ;;; 

quite clear for easts ti®e« iii»»ltM all-out defeaaei at the BOMHJUve r -\ 
ijoyond whihh Allied advemea would oenstitwt* an. iaswdtat* threat W tbe 
huHR.* ‘ ; :. >. V. ..'•' : •- . ' " .- .* y "' . i ' • ■ - ;. 



The last Twelfth Artsy Sroup fl-2 tteoKly latelligswia Suattary issued prior 
to the 18 ; December Counter off « mw1to ws»a Sfe. 18 for tha bade ending S Deoea- 
‘oor s sad iosu-sd occ the 12th» (X* 9 & 3 c}. 0 Sumfesr IS sake for the week ending; 

IQ&400 r-ecoEbar^ and las usd on tbs 19tb* (I, IQ Deo) '. 

( 

fh*» ISiM^a saclyaie of the ©assay*© oepabilitlea perthiaad. to the entire 
tso3tr«ra front, and was not localised to that of the Twelfth Ajray Croup » This 
breadth of view suggested signifioaaoe. 

Cptlais.it imi- the fundeswatal ehsraote»riatio of this XSCiVaad was pro- 
claimed in the opening eentenc* » 

*It is net certain that attrition, ts steadily sapping the strength 
cf uomtn foraa* on the V©*tera Front uni that the crust of defenses 
is thinner* j»ore brittle end fr.orc vulnerable then it appears on our 
■1>2 maps or- to tha troths In tho 2i”io» M 

Two “oatstowung. ffipp»"^Bvpporb0i "'this unqualified ^ itatoKantB’* (l) The 
‘■’doathiy E Wp:£r &.¥.3 of the ’• indi ridnal Infantry diviaion i» the li»o* w . Kvideneo 
icdi*}3 + ad that infantry divisions in the tin* siaos Allied offensives 
l»';iBc.yid hsf» b&oni cut at least 50 percent awd several ether# virtually des- 
r treyid* tally trmsfuaioae frees fortrsss trcop* kept these caaeiatod divl- 
sibnt‘ >Hye. On the Other hand, thsy iwr* suppesrted by taa battered Fansor 
or Pazitcr = Grenadier divisions in fcaotieai reserve and : tfe* still mtotaibsd 
Sixth 83 Psnssr Arssy^ (2) Falling farther into rspladarasat arrears was In- 
evinabla for the Suomy. Hi# nnedei niaisa®. replaceacant was £0 divisions a 
month, but only fifteen ware forMweable. Becently the rata had been only 
' fcva or :.-thrae. ; per *»ak» ; •- Those two b$sio facta . ^iwido it: oertsin that before ' 
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ioug he will not only fail la his ourrenb attempt to withdraw cud re at hie 
' votical roserva but h» will be forced to ©asaait at least part of his Pan*&i° 
Array. to thy liaSo” 

."the 0^2 opinion of the «nsoy** potentialities *5 expressed in his lasA*. 
of the pra-Cecufcerofhmaiva ZSifii't raitiorabed that th© ©nosy** prlaary e*pe» 
biUkioa. related to ki» enploywont ©f the Sixth 98 fanser Away* and the «n«si-' 
jjighfe aot *ha«> ctwipiebe ?r®«d<» of ahotee «y» to the tlw* end place of it* 
enpiojfTssat*" 2he llkooocs of the current aituatloa to tiiat of CJtSS end 
Si* to of. th* 20311 *SST osapaigtt wax ag*&» B^ntloned,, She enoeay had ooan&ttttd 
*hia’ fc» didonssgiag it when ho seeded it to 

oct) trot tha a?* LO braekthroagh* ''*M «aro«fc^W’eragh by the fhird *od Sowatfe 
■ tJ.3 * A«ni*s could- easily develop Into a sisdiar disaatrowa * sad run* sad 
StniDSYm • appears - fcb '5» deterw&wd to ;®lK>ldJ .*he . tpiSttlT wistaJeo.* illtsd . 
pjnj©svr®vik^ :';*l£ht;;£cr©a . ; .tho declaim 

upon *ai^y''had to north wse # . 

south <soiinu«ipftsi^ * V liwif ' "lio ' edtX’ii ri •’ •* ■' .v ;•■ » •.'•■. 

'■ In respect' to HOES couaterebteefca «ad-<Jc acuntiag « aajor ,‘ eemteroffor** 
*ive» this iSUil noted th© «nemy*s difficulties « *Xf look of adequate infantry 
roinforeasssut# r®<juircd the eoffiwltweat; of hi* strategic roaenraa, the eneny*e 
capability of aoiciWr-*attaoSdL;\f t any bridgeheads established Scat of th® RG&ft 
■is greatly* diw&alsbiOd* Similarly the capability of evouating e saejar comber® 
offensive would b® virtually deatro; yad if hie brsrcr is already oagagedc" 

; . ! \ ' 

la smeary, nil of tbs oneny aajor cepebllitie* depended "on th® balance 
botwaon the rate of attrition irpowed by tbe [Allied offensives and ths rat® 

of inf entry rainfwoo»entn • $he be lanes at present la in fever of tha Allies* 
clth continued Allied pressure in ths South end”! a fehs Borth th© breaking 
point icay develop suddenly mud without warning*” 

As truosd in detail, the Group** lV2 Intelligence Siawcrios wars con® 
oerneti with certain key cwnecptst j 'i 

la *1 m forced coassitmat of » ocuuy for/jos ori cither the northern or th® 
southern portions of thu t'esberu. front, but prs^niaently the northern be«* 
cause ©rot action of its industrial RGBS Ttm essential to Cornea strategy* 

• '••.'•/•• • • • - : -i} \ ' , ■ . , 

.^^Joyiaos^ : ;.^t*o .stratogtbTb^^c t*»s Sixth Fanssr Arssy* 

•/Aton th© Allied mdva^Q; ; ’<^oiBiwd the H05-B - kiswr* }, •• ... ;.: •■•:. ' 

-. .- ' ; - . ;' i v:y . -- tX / ' .-' v '\ ■•■'■ *' ■*> 

S* Ife® hoaty, rapid attrition of sberty'foreoa oa the 'Mwtsm front and 
the- iuadecuafea raiuftroajasht, tdiieh ai^t ’edue® a Cierwaa aollageo* . v .. 

. TSCM opinions ware alao set forth via other authoritative doau® 

aonts during hH® last day® prior to 16 J5acet?t^r* C®2 roporto im*3,n-- daily 
Kriefiiiga at 0Sd6 hoar* of. the Carnandisg £Nrat#)f*X by hi* staff, and a letter 
by Brig* G«» e ^*<ln t* Slbert» G-2, to Hrigitdjer E* ;X* Williajos, the 21 Away 
Group'*® Intieliigerw* Officer # on ll Geaewber ^‘ktaff i|rsB»d the above ISOM ®©rr> 

. l; . 4,-M; ^ - ;; 
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■ During the Briefing on 8 December, th© *G-2 recapittfiS 
his appraisal of the enemy. He was capable of reinforciqu 
and KARLSRUHE with infantry and armor from the interior af 
He could reinforce east of AACHEN with inf antry .from Genni 



tted' at length ., fi; 

? between TRIER:' . 
kt /other fronts v V ' 
Ky 'or by comrnit-V 



ting panzer divisions of . the Sixth ; Panzer Army VHe could efcploy this . army 
in. the AACHEN sector. ■ ■’ 

. - ‘ > f,, . ' : 

The reader is invited, to note that the specified geographical areas * 
were the northern, represented by the AACHEN sector, and the ij^mthern, TRIER. ' 
to KARLSRUHE. No ^mention was made^_of the central zone of th$' Western Fronts 
part of which was the VIII Corps sector invaded by the 16 December attack, *- 
In fact, the AACHEN sector'waa considerably north of the VIII Corps sector*,' 
and J the TRIER-KARLSRUHE sons was south of the 16 December, attack, tone , t ... ‘ 

Respecting the Sixth Panier Army,’ its ^einployitterit was a 6ap ability, 

But the Group 0-2 prophesized that^Von Rundatedt wa a. unlikely 1 to risk "this 
preoiou3 guard over the RHINE" consisting R>f five pinzar divisions except 
under’ certain conditions. One, until the Allied advanced east of the ROER 
and could not be stopped by available tactical reaerve.y Second, or until 
the Allies offered an opportunity be taicsai' vDfif ..balance *eo that an abrupt 
counter stroke could nullify any future ,for- the .winter*" 

The Twelfth Army Groupfe estinusite of the enemy And his potentials as of 
the period was again stated on 11* JDeaember by tha G-2 in a letter to the 
21st Army Group’s intelligence officer. (IX) The letter had sent General 



Sibert a paper on the enemy situation ae of 1 December 1944 and 1 .March 1945, 
to which General Sibert replied. Acknowledgement, must be made that the Sibert 
letter is being accepted on its face valued and t&at a copy of General , . y ‘ 

Williams 1 letter has not been located* Perliap^ a different complexion would 
be placed on the matter if C^nerai y/iilia»a , letter were available for check- 
ing. V’his would be unlikely, nevertheless* inasmuch as the Group’s G-2 f a 
letter continued and epitomised the Groups conoeptionB devel- 
oped during the previous two months* ./V ; •/• 1 -5'. 

'•A - ?*** • - r 'f v ^ v* i j 

Hope and optimism characterised General Sibert^ letter. Preliminary 
to his expression of views, he agreed with his 2l Army Group colleague that 
the front’s stabilization for long was unlikely, unless on the RHINE line. 

He hoped for Patton’s successes in the EWEIBRUCKEN area, and that one or 1 
two divisions of the Sixth Panzer Army would bo drawn to the south. By the 
time they were enrouto or wore engaged, the ROER dams .situation would be 
cleared and progress toward the RHINE via COLOGNE oould be resumed. The 
Group G-2 felt there were "many recent and agreeable signs of Nazi deterio- 
ration on our front." Casualties were at a 3-1 rate,' morale was low, units ^ 
were very under-strength, poorly equipped, . supplied, underfed, and the man- 
power' was "of increasingly poor . quality.” "Given time and fair weather we 
can make progress against him anywhere." An added immediate advantage was 
the certainty of record RHINE floods to inundated strategically and induotri-’ 
ally important areas. 
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Nowhere in this letter was intimation mad© about an enentfjr counter- 
blow. The only non-affirmative note w^s. the inference; that tjio' Sixth 75; 

Fa nzer Army constituted a -threat.: Otherwise, this 11 Decembejr. opinion 

by the Group’s G-2 was optimistic. j ‘ 

As the reader has noted, frequent references were made to the Group* a 
belief that a German counterattack was expected when the Allied- crossed "C- 
the ROER River. Similarly noticeable was the omission of reasons for thie ;> 
belief. The only explanation of this point among the Group* a .records was '] 
the offering within the Order of Battle Notes annexed to .the G-2 Periodic * '•* 

7/-192, 14 December, (ill, 3) It stated: 

"A P1V taken on 6 December claims tp;have heard at the end of November 
that aa soon as the Allies crossed the ROBE River, the SS; Diva in 
reserve there were to oounter-attacki The Luftwaffe will wake it* 
appearance and support the attack?/*'/. ■ 

The Army Group surely possessed further reasons than this single data to 
anticipate an attack after the RO SR crossing, but; to repeat, other supporting- 
thought was not assorted. 



) ini on on the VIII Corps lector 



No attack potentiality was accorded the VlJJ Corps sector, where the 
Counteroffensive was launched, ^his contrasted; the significance attached 
to the northern zone of the Western Front, and to a leaser degree to the * ■' 
southern. Pre- 16 December opinion held that the VIII Corps seotor wae em- 
ployed by the enemy as a transient are, a. The calculated risk concept was 
not mentioned prior to 16 December, but only in retrospect commentaries*. 

Two explanations are necessary, preliminary to an examination of the 
Group's attitude towards the VIII Corps; _ One, a geographical definition 
of the VIII Corps end its adjacent zones* second, a distinction between the 
current and retrospective opinions. 

As noted in the weekly ISUM f s lengthy discussions were devoted to northern 
and southern zones of the V<o stern front, with no mention of the VIII Corps or 
to a central zone. "Only slight attention was paid to the VIII Corps sector 
by the Group's G-2 in his issuances, and that 3imply in the Commanding Gen- 
eral's Briefings. Tho descriptions of the VIII Corp3. sector in the Briefings, 
denoted it as a central sector between the north and south. As to the 
northern and southern portions of the Western front, the reader understands 
from the ISUll'B, that the former was the geography northward approximately 
from the ROER River dams facing tl>e First U.S. Army and the British. The 
southern was the SAAR area in general, and in particular the Third U.S. Army - 
and Sixth 7.3. Army Group zones. 



)mw 



i're-10 December records did not evidence that current mppraisals of’ 
the VIII Corps sector considered it in terms of either an i fctack potential 
or a calculated risk. . Post-Counteroffensive ^commentaries pressed both. 
Current opinion held that the area was a transient area foi ^German divi- 
sions before transfer to more active or critical areas. Tlfts purpose v. r as 
not mentioned by post-campaign analyses. 

Current ■ opinion ; c£ the VIII Corps' sector regarded- thai part of the. 
western front as o transient area. G-2 reports during the daily Commanding. 
General’s briefings wer c the only source of expressed opinions about the 
VIII Corps front. (V ) The report, on 7 December stated! 

"in the VIII Corps sector there is still very little activity in 
the front lines. In the rear' areas the enemy continues his move- 
ments. for the last few weeks his policy was to' employ his newly 
arriving units in this area’ letting the more experienced units 
move to mere critical sectors. 'This large activity flight indicate 
some more units arriving on the western front." 

The transient area concept was emphasized throe days later'* on the 10th t. 

"Continuous reports of movement into the VIII Corpa eiad out are being 
made. This is prGbably focal center, for enemy troopls going either 
to the north or south." 



Again* on the 12th: 

"in the VI 11 Corps, there are no definite changes to report* but it 
becomes more and mox'Q clear that more than one formation has arrived 
into this sector and sc we can expect two or at least. one- of the 
divisions from this area to appear in some, other sector very shortly." 

A further suggestion of the negative attitude towards the VIII Corps 
might bo deduced from a certain treatment that the Twelfth Army Group 
apparently applied. The Group operated an organization known as Phantom* 
an intelligence collection and cormunicatioh force* and units of it ’were 
attached to major commands of. the Group. An examination of the 9 November - 
15 December period of the Phantom Log maintained by the Group* a TAC head- 
quarters* disclosed that no entries wei’e included from VIII Corps. (l£ A Gp 
G-5 Sitreps (Phantom Log)* Nov. & Deo* *44. In L i, 47l(l9)* L-320(ll) ) 
Speculating upon the reason* perhaps the VIII Corps was considered inactive* 
and Phantom teams were assigned only to commands conducting aggressive opera 
tions, a . g . * V and VII Corps* Seventh ‘Army* etc. If that logic was reason- 
able* then the VIII Corps? importance was not rated highly. 

bhile the pre-lc December opinions did not mention the VIII Corps front 
as the locale from which an attack might be launched or to the sector as a 
calculated risk, after- the -event commentaries emphasized those aspects . 
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Th* calouletod risk eonawpft was first st&bsd 1 iv* days after th* 
Gwmte?ofr*n*iv»/i«i» launched, set prior* Jcoordiag to th* Qt& uj> e * Scwc-risor 
Affcor/Mfeioa Eoport* iasoed 21 Osasabsr * 

po*ai^l 0 thrdat to our .-stretched out VIII Carp* urns discuasod 
, Sitk&g the 03* C/S, OS and 0H5. It was decided to take « calculated risk 
here inorder to gaits 13»- aoooasary at-rsngfch for th* oontiauntioti 
i 'presaura toward ib# SlSjk and the S4*r„ It ms fait tiath vfoli* the aaoHgr • 
,i?as.oap^l«-'’oG * break-through that it would act lead to deolsi-sr# result# 
M£cs*>c* , adequate ©ountermoseurt*** {XV* C) 

•■■;■" So ref or«r«o*_.wp* located snoag ids* rsoords ffcr Sopfcsstber, October* 
^ovsabersad the &r*t : i;«Xf of 0»c««b<fr.j»rtdiisit^ to this confor*ne«, c? - 
other discu&alo-.va of the ; •alcultted . risk . idea* JMsatica- o£ _ the amosgt .and 
-: -'su^y * 1 _-. tcpies $&'],,] 

•the wat^itesasS • 

• snohg 1 ' th« rspofM'?^ f or W^rliabdr j*nd Geoeabcr. (V* 8, C) 

; A.t to Mis:; sec cad and only other allusion to th* calculated risk eon* 
3«pt* Prig,, <Jsjs» A* Franklin Xib Isr* 3-3, discussed . it on 23 August X9$r§& 

(X, 2) He assworsd questions csa th# Kuropesa operation?* including the 
KU/VaULZS' &obio&* an th^fe data* subaittod by th# Hiattarieai e*ot£ca, USi^'ES 
(B*&r}*. Of thoao was this oo«* i 

If 18th Array Sroup did ar.bioJ.jsat* Vsatmn offensive action, short* 
was it expected to taka place? Bhat plans* if nay* mm aado ta mat thi* 



throat? 



"Xi 



j 



It vrat known during early Dooecibov* that their® osre sosa# 21 anesny di- 
vL33oa«, S of »/hich wore Peasar asai Pfenner-gr*u#di#r| typo* eaased west of 
the Khius bot^pQGS DOhd and Hiviu^uiXSSF * It was belieyed that blt#se divisions 
had boon concentrated opposite our taajor ponstratips^ af tho Siegfried lira 
for tho purpose af crushing any attoopt to cross thohROKB Elver sad *dvaae# 
to tho •y.lh'E.” A £0 n<r?B}sJj*r plan proposed «nfcr*jn»hfc and destruction of 
this ?orc&„ bat km not executed bsoaue# of the difficult SIFSL terrain and 
tho aoap^roparatioa esf tb* British to lauaoh « najer atteoko 

n Ths posaibllity cf oa.onaa^ opciling attack in jjSsh.® ARDE8JERG area was 

fok* throuf^i thor* thsy 
th* north end south 

th# calauletod risk of leaving tho AI?DBf*S38 acotor lightly hold was «oospt»d« u 



I 



XII hack of Couabsroffousivo Shrldeaoa ' 



Sharing e^usl signifiowasa with tho Group** eonoo^ticn of what the 
ahatjy 'could oar would da* Was th# Groups* pc»*###iea crj, lack of aotusl 
eYidottO# pointing to GouatsrofiWnsiv** ^ 

f ho olsijs wsa adrsrwod by tho Orowp prior to 18 Useo&ber that It poseosssd 
data-b^otlng sn iatpending CoMOtsroffsosivw. ".. j 






* - ■ * - •'=■--■ - - . - -• . ( ^J " _ ^ ^ Ti^ " * I ^ "_" ^ .'. • -^ ^ ^ > • • - • /•• * ^ 
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'Ine'irord, the droop (l) did net refer to any specific data as 
Comfcifcttttng eridcasisj (2) -it did aotinterpret sit* raoonoaissanea reports 
. as s» ' si^cficji. {5) eneay dispositions and aereswnt# 

:•• during ih* fir st teg weeks of Beasaber did act appear cucgeativaj (4) ao -- 

' altee .¥ 5 ^ ] :-j5i«': on the : ’?' ; 

14hf* .eji^XSth .of DeGyefcxr* : :.“7i .^T.I-t : : ri‘v r ""/. .\3- - ; "\" • ;lv^.". :'; 

-\ Spsclf lc 






: ; f siHrtodnn the Bivia'ice* Corps, end iroy lew*!#, certain. data acquired 
hy ,a«»* divitticru( of the 71X1 Corps £?U SA) # ostensibly indiostsd tbs event » ' 
/&tu&t’y,. only fonr eftho savea data wsro forwarded to highsr weaawnds© ■ 

Shey 'eoroV i'jrd jO oaaapning an .i»eolloratio& of- traffic frotivihy, 15 ** IS asean- 
bor \ . ;«t»i to a wesasa £nfer&sr*# teatlxuaay $a 14 rooenber stout: the 

to had 

hoard ^.li^ndlng efc-ttok sftablenati, %© Other three yjjfcyf^rfardsd data. re~ 
ihhad to attack oleins* •"••?-•. '•-•••'. / >' : .-‘’*V’' 

•~^S ; i. ,i . . - , ■ ■ . . ' . ' ‘ ~ 

Pour of th*i diYl.sliXssl %ttaev" dt.te rslatod to PW statenaabs that 

they }«td hoard ah c.tbsok use plsanod fo**- between IS - 2d hecentor. (Div 
Ijipvsl) <5aLy on* of the#3 four so'-oalled evidence mi trenas&tted by tto dirl» 
tsiom (IQdth) to’ the Cerjsa (TUX ), and it consisted of th» test! stony of o 
wounded P'ii under worphlno during iistorrogfttloa* If tto Group was aware of 
this incident.* nc allusion a?» aada «&cttg its rooorde. In foot, only a 
a ingle reference was swde to a siailar PJJ ststeasnt. Sto Order of Settle 
Hates annexed to »the G-2 Fsrlodio ^182 # 14 Dsomtora stated % 

*A FW taken idea 6 9so elsias to has* heard at tbs and of So fr that *s 
soon «# thf Allies crossed the EQSS MsOr # ths SS XR-rs.. In reserve 
there avra'ts ootsitor**«ttiiOtc« S3»» -S«ffc«wiffs. wl-il j*Rtee.-tt», ^e«^« 
ancs end support ths att«s4c»” (SZX^ B) 



Of thsss four forwardsd d*ta» only one of tbs traffics actirity data 
vans nontlcasd by Itho tmlfth Arsy Ot&upj sod it was not ch*rac£*ri**d as 
evidence , fho original of this date was r^ertsd by th* 108th Infantry 
division (mi" Corps, nJSA) in its 0^2 Periodic for 14 flsoeattor. (Div tovsl) 



10Q Dev* 



^Istsnlng pouts m that day 'reported', hsw^r iniorsasais of 



•^^,‘r ; -vohi^X*r. tri^fic cater ar^vi^M*S6CaSIS,' , fto Tsslfth 

'" ih^ r ; Croup -rrpo In Its- <I«2 *'»riodio'#l.£ > 2 ’for l4’'’Deo3!«to'j , .tto\fp^ ' 

7XIT Corj>3 sc©s, ; vehicular- 'tr«U.TIo we3-otoor'«cd nering 
nesrih free (mmuf (iCiQS) mad mmkyOmxp (P&eai). ' Should . the** '(aoretaaots 
■ - preys to ,bs. of .a ;difelsiicinsl seals, ID laf&rvtry ^Ivisiaa (G«r*n) wnuld bo tto 
tanst .Xilaly o^wiidat* for s shift to the needy dsTSlcpisg dsngcr xens#** 

.f Ytif jj) ■ a' fMrthat* |exj>l*tt*tl-o» ; of ttti* traffic aotivity sas' wtvsnesd by 



tha Gronp*« <j^l durl«g M^ repoprt at the Cceersariding Uenersl *s Briefing, at 
001-5,-«m IS Duosabarv. (7, ' 18 Doc) Ho said tto 52dth Infantry Division • _ 

hid surged free ihs Till Corps *sotor, thn rsoveaent probably account*- 

lng' f w tha obsorvdd "voOilcular *ctivity 0 Although this briefing wes at 0919 on 
18 Deosnbsr, tho a-^s. report ocnoomsd the premia a » esatb er hours, with 
r*o r#>f©reno« fc© the|(34n!»a atteok* of about dean* . ;-• y\ /V.' 1 



, ;,'t .» /+• 
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subject 414 not refer -to r attack swmif o* t«ti<m» . At 
’ ■ ' " tt<» such edgewat ery eae ■ offered by the Qteup* .:■ Two daily sta t e m e nt s 
■ ■'•- issued ‘about the 'air* aainly etesbat , operations* end neither provided 

. eo#*»nt*ry nor listed finding# a* attack evidence. Oae* 

; . Air Operation* and Observations of Eooay Hovfewnt#, wm* issued by the Target 
2 Intdlli^riC* 8-2 (Map)* and *» axa^la . ©f ; its eontribu£&«» i# represented ' 
‘ : 'f ' : la;ih©‘f©l io^% exeorpt fmw tha IS rwosalbor ias^nooi . 

:- . . , "if true* the beeriest riU ttonusntratioa occurr*d ot OaETSSBHOICS 
, r '.,V^:v-4fc llS0/il4fi bouj*# *hea F/B bcesbed and strafed' 50 trains. ... Hail 

MiSC 




c 



cars o^tisIXy Bad© up of flat© eutd wugoas appeared loaded.*.* (VHI) 



%• otfcor iasuano# on air wsa the air report of the daily Casapamdittg 
General* » or it*-f io^s. (KtO file* L~M0(4) Illustrative isps the IS December 
report t 

*ffo operations yesterday for th^ 6th. Air force and RAF. 1st TAP (Prov) 
supported (5 Army Group flying 1SS wad reconnaissance sorties* 
particularly in support of Seventh Arsy. Sutd a AX’ flew 101 fighter 
shorties over Contra! Holland in support of 21. Amy Group* 9th Mr 
Force fighter sad fighter boabera flew 415 aerhlaa. w 



*v ' 






Gerjsan «oveeaont» and dispositions during the period iwaedl&fcely preeedi ng 
the C©o®t»r offensive could be revelatory* Aad» the extent of tho Grmqp*s 
ob&er'ptttion and interpretation of this activity could be asepeetod to be re- 
flected during the authoritative* daily Coeauindin^ General ’sBriof lags* (V) 
XnavKueh as a oorarantftry to that effect was wholly lacking* apparently the 
Group* a C-2 did not conclude that the ©nosy swrencatt sumifeeted attadk 
potential £tio * . FolloKing tl<e G«2 , c errsn^msat of diaousaing the emecy 
according to the fTosifc* an aoslyai* of tha Briaf lag* indicated the. ft»llo»iagi 






'6f‘*oi2o^ jogto^foit of the ■''ifteenth Qom^'JqW- **** fbe First csaadissi jway»« 
Its. ioea^en end sission vere oaknoea* however* as of 9 Daweabor, 
the lest ref WaisQe ’tQ it, Kor* as of 14 Deceabef* did the Group knew tho 
iooRtiM* and aieslon. of the Sth Fanxer Ar«y* whioh FW*a imported to have 
bden relieved by the Fifteenth Arsy* . 






2. On. the Xlath end First G.S» ktwij0^0 fronts, jthe enemy aelatained e 
ooetly* strong defensive policy* Infantry was lacking. On 6 Seeewber, the 
vise «aa ‘expressed that certain aov^cents euggeatsid s change in reinforee* 
Mint pdloy, to send back depleted rather then mem ^iyiai^ae aithont auffi**^ 
eiesfc training* The YIII Corps Motor was regardadVby the Group as a trans^ 
lent area* Tho ejuwy was eausitive to the R08B River d*p« approeohsa* 






• 7 f 

■ . i - 






;* 



' 



. 21 , 1& k Sp, cue 



'REF ID : A5 5 7 77,6 



So- ^tifting of troops to ascot threats # withdrawals, sad lao k of rein» 
foreeramte »©r® ifca salient points of, Interest on the southern ffceat «-«* 

Third And Seventh U*S. Ami** and Sixth ianoy Croap, 

Kxoapi for the VIXX Corps sooter, diacugaed separately 

in this Cri^ljae* the following elaborates upea the abeim suwaary. 

:j ;.#ri*ltfc'-ia.th« iforth* 

^.’y p ■ ’ : .«if 'Cerie^^ 

Fifteenth Ar»y, front of -the First Canadian Army ware the concern . , 

: ,ef : *ih<* pk’&Ztth' Aray. 'firduju' •) pa'-t- :to*sm9s*e -the 581 '*114 1X9 ■ Xafsatary flioioiess# 
:.'w*re .regprWi. ; «» . Gert^ny* ;,i?wh; tfcWr;4^p»i^!(w.' itt- idisfc 

country the . -86th InF^t^ i)ivl#ioa to : 

V -K WOK* - fA‘ '/ ' r* 11 ****^-^^* 1 ^ - ■■-■ 

.' i5l*«^is -:ofc. ■ tttis ti&s enemy " 

■would leava vary fswtroopsia the im. The Flftaoaih Araywcs said to 
h&v* f^rm^rly Gortfcrbllad the erea, but mts uaiooatbd at the nspssenfe, As of 
the 4th* the Croup felt that a gradual aueay withdrawal was obvious, Three 
divisions (net tmssd) were al randy ithmflfied on other sector# (not spool- 
fled), and possibly throw rot# ware wsvijtg out. . Ksad-^usrtors of the tXffessath 
Aray 9 M. again-. rej>prfced west of COJ.OGHS* According to th* Group*® 3»2 «n®» 
lyai* of the sit. . least TTsstarn H01*LAlf0 was being evacuated, with 
only snail task forces being loft behind for 'demolition and delaying action. 

On 5 Socetihar nore a«’nsa»nt# is the First; Canadian Arey’o area sere reported, 

. The Fifteenth Aray sooKied definitely west o£jFW+ An imoonfirzaed PS st&ta- 
sent suggested the Fifteenth would sseuas l&a Sth Panser Ars^y** sonar, The 
2th 'Panser Aray sms reported as moving to the iCOBLBSZ area* ^cording to the 
6 December Briefing,* a gre* t atssbsr of moveswmte reported southeast of 
ARJIKRTM aright indicate *ae» of the units withdrawn from the First Canadian 
Ar^ sector (were) aoeing towards th* RQE8 River or SAAR Riser ares*** 
Simultaneously, ra Inf orcaaonts for the l Parachute Ar*y night be cresting frees 
the MUSSTFl area towards HOXUAKB, On the 9th, the Group G*-2 stated? “There 
is very little to report in the northern sestor of' the front. The main 
jmtsl# at the present still rwaeins the sefcueJ rel# of . the 15 German Amy 
and its present; location, It i» almost arurs, that' it ha* waved out fro* 
tha sector opposite the First Canadian Aray, Pour >of Its division* hsrrs «!• 
ready, bs an. identified; on othor v ssott^^.^d^f.ppr ^ *ro .d*f initsly woviag 

out, P¥f* 3 ~ iPfilst ittat"tiis;'i^'X« 'of ’ J ^i* ; ''er«^'is^ in the' are* west of 
OOTAJSRB, with the- eilisiett c^jiHitackii% toward* AACKSS.* .Again- seas Mentioned 
the Fifteenth** possible ssetssptioa of the 6 th feaJW Arey# Xkie mmtlm. 
m 3' .I5eee54»r,a*as the last wade of the Pifteeath ievgr* 

F’jrthsr all us ions, hoe*v»r # ware u«td« ocnowraing the Fifth Patassr 
CSa tho Bth* referenoe ws* sstde te PS 1 statesspta that thie erscr was 
j^viag tjnnsrda te rsasoewble, end to heeom a roving .psinser reeer«e # 

•isd'ier to -the SDHHSACH Panser Gru^>e in the SECIOISSOT ose^pad-gn. :4 Mwant 
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Lxv~y.ll Corps" sector, the 3 ?G Division was .reported - v i 
by vY* to be moving towards 'COLOG^v to reorganise; i~/ : §- 1/ 

. and , unconf tinned report cl aimed 3»3 Infantry Di^ri siori 
was 'withdr awing* In the 7" Corps sifctof, the 39 In- fv 
f entry * Division was. in- a very deple&ed state* 7 5- -W/ 



'jp< - 

5 s 



i . 



Front 



"Southern 



Force's* 






•’Opposite the Triird and Seventh UJS; ? Armies^ 



id ime;waxth d ;S , 



Army Group', German I orces : were conaider^d to be '.-in’ .a predicament y ^C&r ; --V . £ 

• Z? December; a continuation oILOtroop shifting in the Sixth Army .Group f s area'’ 5' 



•^•December a cbhtiriu&tiaa of -troop shifting in the^ SixthOA^y'Gronp^s area' 
was noted, 1 and the" next day the opiai oa^iraa ejmtas'aod that the enemy would 

• • • , Pi«L * ■' V -4 *’ ~ ••• • rt- *v A*®* 1 - ■ - • Mi- '* - y , 

hold aa long as bossx ble before withdrawing, to’ gain/ time for defense in /* 



EiCvIANY. preparation * Viithdrawal of .the Panzer IdSH& Idvxsion from the line • : 

V . ■ • ■■ a. A£ ■*“’^-'y**‘**cmr* ./• •. v - A* -AY.' 1 " 



was also -pointed out . " b'nf-3 " 1 December , ' ■ but" was r ’ identified. loggosijte', , the ilth 
Division ".on the 4th* A 7 comment srcy /wi^ offered, on the; s iriftaP f 
.' KARLSRUHE area of the ‘ Sixth mienra^^a/indi^^ IT i? ». 

~oi' dexaiiso troppa. In. the Juhird. Army’ a «ro*^ J*e Briafiiig .of th» 4th y?: 
claimod that the XX. Carps chosstng o£ J: the SAAR Itlverr had eaxised the aiierny 
to . move units, particularly the 21 Bwizer^ Division tch peet: thg 
. the next day* a lack of reinforcements in ;the TOSA. sector iriSiL considered, 
apparent. Ihe enemy was being- forced to recommit depleted uni ts* According- p 
to the Briefing a if* 12- Decemb^r^' ' the /enei^ ? *,- front ^ 

<Group was reluctant to yield ground, but couid., not atop advance a Deagite . 

his need for reinf orcements, the ron^ did not eieci to have hidx persoxxnel : . 7 
priority* In the . Third Army* s sec-tcr^,.. a*. oiT 14^ pecemljcg^, the eheiny ‘ s e bmed ^ 
unable to withdraw units for /rest, due to tire^c^tinup^^ troops * 

On the loth, note was .t^enitfiat 'lit the' .’Mventh;;jta^*i ; sector .tha^rein-'^’ fi 
forcemeats were needed, ’in&mu^h as the rwaaining units yrer^.W^ 



Reports for 14 and 15 December 



V?, f;;-**!. .i, -y« - ' ^‘r;! 

n . V 






During the daily Briefing of 091a cm/ 15 _0g^anding 

General by his staff, the G—B reportedh^^ ^iro malor changea^for the last. " ^ 

** i TT T ^ ^Lo ^ | ' lL Tlee-rt^. Vi >7-y r-*_' T /va AWrvwt T^DTtTD c» n ev) mw y» 



most of the fighting* 'Sensitivity towards dTinth" and [First Amies^ t thrus t a . ^ 
■onto the • COLOGNE plain. liras" continued^ by the . en^my.^'^^^ : |/- ^ ^ 



k -/.v/t- ' M t- ; - ": ■ ' r-' V, Jv-y.&X -- '■> -v- ' ’•*'•' 4- •*• & ? '*i i • 

■ '.■$*■- : / Although the German Count or .of f^nadyo^was ^launched^s^ 

0630 with artillery arid later, infantry on! 16 December, tha^CGls. Briefing i- S 
0915 aid "not mention 1 these events' * ~ (V, 16 Dec) The report "pertained • only f '?:$ 
tq the loth. - *:*'?'* 

■; 4 /-- V-d- ^ h v . v/i> . . «Ar*/uk . >• • >;•> -'i»r«r:;v v/- .h ■ &± & 



4 /•••■ /•' . Briefly, no changes* wore reported cm^the 2^- Aguy Group front, the^ 

ArmyVs zone, was "very quiet". | On . the First Ifrdnt^-iffcxl^ 

bnemy had counterattacked some in the VIL’ Corps' sector ,^he' "was' "almost 

















v . ' ^ '.n : - ■- ^ 
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&ade toa$j going i& tbs V Carp* sector* tits 3£§tfc Infantry Division bad 
moved firm tho VIII Corps Motor* probably explaining tbs observed *nsaer« 
cm vehicular la tbs sartfcre® TUI Corps seetcr. . So awr ifc&ti** 

fie iotas wars sad® in the Third Arsty** sobs, la th* Sixth Amy Group** 
aone, the enessy seeded ^completely demoralised ia the Seventh Aray sector $* 
iroop* had broken through tbs MMXSO? U»s «ad ent e r e d OBEMfiST* 

. . ■■ ‘ ■ , 

If, Opinion of tha Attagk*a Slgaifieaaos 



Tbs Group’s G~2 did act Matiah astli 29 SeeesibsF tfcsfc tls® sassy 
action ass ssa all-out offcast?** , % to e&Jasrbives, the catjr current view 
expreesed prior to te Jimuaryl94S;w&8 that of 1? flaoasbsr, to tbs effect 
that ths Group believed ST* WISH vas tho initial objective, with US® 
possibly ia adad* Aokncwlsdgsassat m* sad* on 19 fcosaber that the Gsrssa 
offensive had been a surprise, that the «msf had skillfully, secretly 
regrou ped and st tacked* 

Interpretation of the attack were described during ourront operation# 
m& ia retrospect* The ferae** were More objective • The following die«us« 
eicas *111 be ehrcaologisai, ia order to mark changing visas* 



Freli*im*ry to tbs ensuing analysis, tho vritsr calls attention to 
a cartels, incompleteness of the diaoussS.e«* Possibly divisional, corps, 
or tho First Aray ooaas&dsr* personally telephoned sees of the Gonaan 
attack to ths Group, sfaioh took the information into eveluatioa account, 
but Group record# did not reflect sash instances a Seooad, interview* with 
Group officers obtained by Sr* Forrest C« Pogue were not used, but inter- 
views among the. Group’s official records sere analysed* 



; ,*ssr $m$M JMsSap*. ^2 £m* 
at interpretation of the day’s at* 



day’s events was issued «t 22G0 on 



ths XSth, oauti oalng against averestimatien of the meaning until the 
assault’s Magnitude an* More defined* Although attacks had begun sons 
three hours earlier, no Mention was Made of thsa during ths Corananding 
General*# Briefing at 0910, tbs subject being the previous day* leas was 
received daring the day at epproximte t*».boa^l afcsr«ale firtsa the T Cerp* 
particularly* but naas direct frea the fill Corps, tha chief sufferer of ' 
the assault* licet dart* wee the gsreraJLity that eneoy prostwre caetins»d« 

With the aotjuisitlon of additional data "during the ITth, inpraeeicsts 
gradually took shape* The .jSKi reported at the CG’s 0915 Briefing that 
attacks had been lauaehsd, bet hie tm t s o a saw afe of their Meaning was 1 ini tad 
to aoknoeledgsaaat that th* sassy had passed froa defensive policy to of- 
fensive sotivity. At 2300 tie G*3 Periodic for the day stated* *It sp» 
pears that a strong ooeatex^offaaalve has beam launched by the essay, ».** 
The G*2 vat not sure, apparently* for the first tine, Objective* vara mnt* 
tionad, in that captured doouasnts indicated ST, YXTH vss the initial goal, 
to bo followed by exploitation* to the vast and northeast, with USGS pessi* 
bly in Bind* These vises sere foond&d upon esptured doe^mts* 3f5efe, tbs 



>a «*V t?., WV-^^Sefe.'. . *,.* 






i:: xl up* Ji 



the . . 4^ 

Group seemingly di.i not possess the t text of/mor© informative of all tho . 
doumerit.s captured by the 106th Division (VIII Corps, KUS’A) and by the 
Y -orps on 16 December, ‘ the Coinmrmdor-iii-Chlef '.Vest 1 3 Order of the Day, 
lb .'December , announcing the Counter offensive* . . Vi! 

Two appraisals were issued on the 19th, and they remained tho last 
current one’s throughout the Battle of tho Bulge.' According to the G-2' ’ . 

Periodic for the day, issued at 2.300, evidence was mounting’ that the 
HI^rEL assault was "a thoroughly plannod, deliberate,. 'all-out 1 offensive." 
A more comprehensive papo^was also issued on the 19th-— tho hour unspeci'~ ; 
fied, in t’o form of the 0-2 Intelligence Summary "for tlio week ending 162400 
December. It proclaimed the enemy had opened his biggest offensive since 
the beginning of the hater Europe campaign.' Inasmuch as the Group had ap-T 
parent!;*' acquired the' text of the Von Rundstedt Or dor ‘-of tho Driy "since tho 
17th, it referred to this announce raent as evidence of the attack's scope. 
Explaining the attack, this G-2 I3UM declared that the enemy had decided to 
take tho initiative v/ith his reserves, and to "gamble", all on the success 
of e single bol l stroke." This, instead of awaiting" inevitable’ attrition 
of his infantry to the point that the Americans could.. execute ah end run 
thro ;gh the Third and Seventh U.o. 'Armies areas. A" high degree of surprise 
■was obtained by the enemy through skillful regrouping and launching of '* 
simultaneous attacks, the G-2 candidly acknowledged. However, the enemy’s 
inherent, fundamental 'weakness of supply favored Allied repulse of the 
new German. counterblow, after tho ehemy exhausted his long time hoarded 
initial stage supplies. .. 

Bunuipry - Retrospect Opinions 



ro.it-cnmpeign explanations wore, advanced on 13 January. 1945,- 31 July 1 

and. 23 August. Actually, when the Group's December After/Act ion Report . . 
was issued on 16 January, the Battle of the Bulge was still raging, but ■ ■ 
this document was more of a narrative summary rather than a current ana- . 
lysis in the soma category with daily and weakly reports. Because Jfchose .. 
three explanations were retrospect, their objectivity could ho reasonably 
suspected. A primary valuo of after-the-evont expositions would be their 
candor. If, after time' had permitted revision of Initial opinions, the 
Group was still willing to characterize the Group’s prw-Counter'offensivs 
expectations as inaccurate, this frankness might be accepted as of .practical ■ 
vai ic. - ■ 

Because i? was ::oro nf ormative, the 25 August commentary is sJmjarized | 

first. This the G-l’s analysis’ revealed In his answers to q i-s tious 'sub- j 

■mjttjd i\, th** Hi.\Li/ric#l bection, ETC 1 . Vihila a Ge-mati offensive or. spoiling ] 

attack Vs d boon cons.ldoro.i- possible, the Jruup ii-d not belie?© on tho actual ] 

ui- • .'tiJis and so would be risked. Attention was riven to an ARjEImIEo 
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ogainnt 392 Eogfc in area FQ20i t vend eaoihar In area j£$516« 
£ia uidtore enemy patrol act i viiy ’waiJj#^,* 



Usa I06th ..Bivisic}* -.wu a YIXX Corps odiafsei»i# end the 99tfc (V Corps) me 
sd^oesnfc on the north. Tam* although Indirect, this aas the first mvm 



about tha VIII Corps, 

• ' ■ ' \ •„■ y - ■ 



Corps xoasago# added * fans details fciuroughau* the 16th#. bat mostly 
;>opoat»d the .^aaarftlSty ; t?utt. mtmy prasaure continued. . Two houra after ta* 
Vft rat inf costive; , theOrcup r«aalvr?d a&a at 112&& to the effects 



•Bacay activity ooutihaa* *l«m& whole oorpe ikon*..' a##* Other# 't«U«nii 



1-4254' 



g!'.pri^»rA along Cerpa front, 102 Car 
8p raport increased .eheaiy aotlen uIo^ 'tJKoir Situation ofc- 

SKiura 4*r latb .^a tpaa* At ftOJ^SS** 

• BBOICil infiltrations sor* »3^.;6«mlpi : ^th* ,,r . • / V 



!, 



■16i4A . ^Bnaety »$da jwinotrotloa of approx .300 .yda in er«a F1505 

early this aftamoon# tmi position aov restored la that area and naia enemy 
effort is now in ftToa 02^*? #j«r« heavy fighting coatiBaas# Remainder of Corpse 
front ho change la froat.X$a»* *.»* 



itlftA 

204DA 



prossrurs along 83 Sir front continues, 



fSW 



pressure .maintained against 98 Sir, 



flu* first interpretation of the day* a attacks mas issued at £5000# and 
c&uti-oned sgs&Hsb wtK'-ostiaatioa, of the meaning until tho assault 1 a mgnltuda 
was shor« defined, (ITl, B) Shis vlasr wa* expressed in tho G-2E iPeriodio# 

1 -i 1B0CA- IS ieoo Eoadedwr# issued cast midai^lxfe* Quality of the six division* 
involved# aralX seal* attacks# *sad ths apparent lack of long range objective# 
w-ild acea to lisdi the otway* s threat, More exactly# the aoaay appears to 
bs Ixuaching. a stator diversionary attack to force the hurried HdthdraaraX .of 
oar division* froB, the Vital CObOOMX and SAAB Elver arssa to abet -the EIFFEL 
t?ireat«* The' attendee could not *ba regarded «i. a major; long t*m bhrsat* .,,- 
until thair sandbag* isjwo&esd .mere cohesively# cr umtil *r *$re of the 
Sixth 3S ?mx$r Aragr aiecai^ts ooraitfcel «a ^b« VII I 






1? Dccsabsr 



Chaflag tha. C3 t s/ &*ii 
ncosion with his repbrt 



ring «fc 061 s# tfa# s-2 dlsousaed ths attach in 
/ the ' : - ’b**fe hi# of iiw. 

ssosniug was Xiiaitsd to aetoowladgmasht that H th* saomy wnt froR ths da*?; . 
fenaivt '■ fr # .'. If San} 'at^tegy#" • 

tactics vara .not Montionsd, he . decor Ibei the chsafes- as oc?ra»noiag idth \ 
hsevy K-.rtillary ^oncahtraficn 'psartiaularly i« th« f n sad Y Corps saotors# 
•l^sat^Tcjp»a^^e^^^;dp' et^pany ip r«gi«Dntsl strength conoantratad pri- 
marily in tho southern «yd of tbs V Corps and ths nartham of the sd3a«KSfe "v 
(sooth) VIII ^<#pa* new dlVtaioaal idsnfcifloatifflaJEi lHid boon made, al- 

though cnly tub ^rd iiow-;|^’lv»la In the tasat* Ifco f ollowing Id dlvisioaal 
cr ^lanohts had been' IdoaHfiad ;«o tihe T sod VII J L Corps. floats i 
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o Iaf««t!py* 12, IS* 23, 62, 89, 212, 272, 276, *ffc 362, 666 

,' ;•. -..$£>* t. 12 . ; ;'- •> •■ 'V- v; V "V • . 

y :^F*n*»r;. V 2, ns i . 

., 't. 6 ‘ 

acquisition of additional data 4«*d*g th* 4*^ t»#i*pra«?lo^ 
of. the 0 Beyjy , a iafeent was noted ia th* 0-2 Periodic issued at 2500, fav the 
periedof lG1500Jfc*17180QA » (ill* B) *1%. apyapr*. ih«* * rtirtefe ooaatfef ■ 
■offensis* baa ,b**a iatotebad by the emay, the It 68 fmumr movte* 

■toward S?; vxfH (>8337) m* ;Wj®W . (17606) frcf th* north" add rest. end 
116 Pander Uirlsiea leering toward 8?. VI?H fromthe sonthe^Mt* 
dpat&Mmfco indicated S!r*.V22K to be tfca . "first efejeotiv# in'thls are* to ts V 
foliow*p4 by exploitation* • to ttoa most and neettearit, poaaifbly with UEdS ■ 

.ia triad* ,2te .noonday intent appears atdll to bo th* relief at ear strong ■ 
: j«tf*»ur» iia tha vad BMA Hlvw ssotors sad th* coiitlintsd throat of 

steady pressure entha central Till. Corps front* Should the «a*?ay h»\%ms 
' that; ha is eooctredlu" ia hi* ooustar-orfsasitrs. It 1* not impossible that 
the other' half of tfe* Sixth 85 Paneer droy sill attanpt to drit* to th* 
souttorost along the MSU82 Sisor fmm the general area of ©KB6SS2 (7017?) a * 

This afcatsnont of 2500 «s* sigjsifioaat for -too rattans*' first, tbs 
Group** CMS referred to th* *n*ny*» ob^eoti?** for ,fir*t tin* *inos th* 

assault began appreadsetaly 0656 e* tho idih* fisooad, /the 6»2*» ittfoTSs-atisa 

source os th* attacks ab^eetiv* was tpaoifiod as captured dootsssat*, rotter 
than varying origins. j ; .-.-T' . 

Of salient iatorost 1* th* point that th* 0-2* * tiaws wr> based mainly 
upon 0 docusmat dealing vdih only on* aspect of th* Coualdr-offse*!**, Opera- 
tion GR'EI?, (in* 9, 17 Deo) raoorda slli d^Ji^s 6*fia» th* 

rsletiva Issportaao* of OSSIP, and ear* or less Talui* <*a b* *ssi$B*i Xstar to 
the doouw»at aimosaolag it. But th* 9s*lfth Jfmy eurreutly |r*6iofttsd 

its Analysis upon this OSSIP doouuoat, *pp«r»ritIy IsoirlAg otb«r isf<Kmtics», 

P airgraph I «t*t*ds 2^ plsoasd to imXuAm ‘i* th* Attack the op*r*tlons 

•(HtSIP* . Persi^PAph 7 reads Publication bale* bn !**«$ nay os4y h* mads aftenr 
th* obJaotifss anatioaod ta t* eperatioas ardsc vhiimf Par* !['-** Objaetiv® 
area St, fit h » high grwmA W and SW - hm ls«'m<iM* R V , \ .. 



-C>?v c* ; ? r ^'-L£' 



. . .,- ” ■■ 

' Purthorsnos**, im this oeoaMtioti, the point is strf*ss*4 ttukt tb* oap- 
turad doouscut* did mot toelir** th* hoaie doetanent of *11, tha Ord*r of the 
Bay, IS Dasmabar, by th* C* in C* Ifeat, Oessrsl Faldjparshal Vdo H«alst«dt, 
M the following test iodiestos* this doeuwmt would ,;h*v* bead inforsmtiva, 
but . apparently th* Bsolftk' ibmy did iwt poaa»** it, 



"Soldiars of th* Saet Proatl four grast boor has anrisad*- targu st*» 
Qg’’«icii&** bar* atartad againAt the JUiglo-iMridus*, I do not bis* to 



tell you aoytltlng more on that* Yoii f a$l it yourself t 









: Ton oarry with you th* holy obligation to (Ira eimryfhlng to aafcies* thing* 
beyond human possibilities for : ; ' • 






Qur Fatherlwal and . 



■'•V r. 



, :. VJ/ :6rw. i,4 •- :■’ • . ’••' 
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^Siv ’(^Periodic fS, 1*3 0ee.44* la SfO file, iS61-(2) 



FoesiMly fradley aat or ether ranking officers, including the G«2* 

flight • hums been personally InTcrjaod of this Voa Suo4*tf«dt Order of the Sty 
>>y.:te^j^«^*::]bufe the Qrot^ roeordU* 414 not evidence the point. 



>. AV‘- 



feh* -^ord*,/ th* Group fcwiaulatei ifca opinion upon tha date 
^ca&ii^ pad* to a . J^sioap, .;d®gn»»* tqpas '««•» «f the • 

deNsuBMW^* particularly the . Orders of the Day, id finowriber* . 
'by Group 3‘ and -Fifth P«B*#r Amy, All of those 

'doeteaenta, ■ including the' Van Suadstedb one* wore telwa from the bo dy of a 
. Oeriaan. off leer , Bieieien (VXII : Corps 0 ■ Jd&A) fetf the' 16th 0 . 









■■• ■. j-rv »/-• ’ j 

^>VV 



feeisp^iit;^ tUiS xiot ee«mR&Mry ori the %fctaek*e 

. V- : 19 Bmzefa*mv 



t ■-.- - > „ 



pg^'^vr; ;{' *=; 



Two appraisal* of the situation; ware stated on this date, and they wore 
the' last to befi&rde. in c ’Croat recced* through the and of December,, They 
therafd?* constituted the Croup* a opinion aa of the 19th and the last cur- 
rently. axpreaai^ one * . / • 

(1} Aoooeitit^'ta the doily 5»2- Periodic for the day. It was "becoming 
r.cre tod ;*cre evidWit that the present etteny assault on the EIFFEL area is 
a thoroughly plausa^d, deliberate, * jell-cut* offensive <>" (III, 19 Sec) So 
comcsant* ware *Wde ^upea the ©Wectiires* The anticipation wee expressed that 
a few of the fraeesy available Reserve* would be committed* either to exploit 
the EIFTSL sijfeaatiosis, or to launch, another thrust in co-ordination with 
tho EIFFEL «*&„ Three areas were specified m containing an uauaun 1 buildup} 
?fiIS5l*tJETTLft^hSIKZ| m3SSU.Tf?H&:K»Plia£^^ WMDBL* and the 

?«X?CHAU rioipity, : 

(t)- fhaf soccrtd - wd acre illustrative of the Group* a thinking was the 
. opinion dcoi ared/ ih.tbd,;' weekly let alXlgeaeo SawBary for the week ending 

132409 IfeKse^her, v b»J& leaned on tha 19th* (I* 1? Bee) An analysis of this 

; xs&f *tres^ ; 'dtt$ 'irs»ifcfc«eduBig‘' •' 

■ : ;lu 'She Sagrdtuds of the atteek was dsscribed iu the lead aeat #mo 
of the I 3 UM* M ti t o oceny on '16 Sncenber opened his biggest «££«*»£?» since the 
bagi/Siing of the onnpeign in J^%wn .HdaOPE,* . .licre niweifieidly,). "RIJMDSTSfif? 
informed the soldiers of ths i^stern Front that the h ou r. , of deat iny had . 
siS’Uck and thet a adght m^fon3irs_faC«d_ the_Allio» wi£b' cverybhittg at stake,/ 1 ' 
vAUusion/te ; the 6. in C, 1last*sj0rd«r ef the Day, 16 fleeewher* indicated that 
'the Orcup E pceaassad this ceptunid doousnat fey; the litti#. inaswash as. there ms 

n.6. it 'pcsseeeed it by^nddnigHt^^ ^ -,- ■• v -~ : 

in oxpiaaetion cf’ths nttente iwe i^eeas ^ tSatSBA:. .iiifttAoned 'in 
its 12 3s$nafe^r I£bK» .the {^.*c«p*« 0-2 dree an. analcgy with. the .CASf S3?« LO 

r*» infanfexy 






I i •, a - -i, 

rfrh-. -. g - . 

^35STvT-'-‘-^ 







s .?E^v : 









;(S r t 



REF ID: A557776 



. btitjusr 



the full pctfar of hi# intd a sisagta blow evidently (dead at 

reaching tha JJ jus's, froa kiega ho Gjlvwt, with tha c&JeGt of ulfciisatsXy 

Brussels sad i8*tary«* 

. .. .. ... 

■to; itt soaWi^lca'h^ AraQr Groitp*s feitborisal publi^a® 

fel m„ PIK& ' i ; *h» (1^ Shciiaa* dissussad &*/ivdsnd*« 

' 0rf«m4wVi» it ftvs^pagd Raptor far that tit la « (H) fh* first two parse*’ ■ 
wore IsrgeXy qaotoa 19 Bmm&Ji' G-2 XSSSC, similar to the* 

X^etaberVA?Wr/^t4m; third paragraph also daalh with th® 

plaaniatg- «*vd wfesrsaa fcha a^w^nsf; pagsa war* ; 

■obacarusd with >;dsso^ptim hi* Operation* IShs*: ths'ldth' onward* this 
third p^ragriph- , • 

• islaisioa of driv teg through : J^ibqsly to hiegp, 'to out' off tlt» First *&X 
Hinth &^ri««aAroiso fro&th* Awdoe t© the south aad to ssoer* a. peal** 
tioa'oXfflgg .this ' tfc'aoo''*' - 0000 '''^!^ 'aaa aebaaplisJied , pm^Ovmm plm 
vlaagal a ocatlanatloa, of. ska dji*iv» towards latwarp W wrest tMs'.'rttsi 
port 'frost tba- Alliis'o sead to out. '.off t!it British sad Gauadiaa forces ia 
ScXlaad-ftPOsa th* rust of the JdHiod fore©#®*-' : %fe# southern <lflw was mad* 
by- ?Jent«wfoi*s FiftOr Ihjsitfir ; Ar«sy». s^is'hsedod by tho and Pans*? Mvlirtso® 

Its a&tsaien was te drifjS .-abpaiijtfMr .^through to tins Mouse at Maawfe ‘and .tiaarap - 
&nd hold th* ' . souther*^ flank '■&'{&» drive® On th* ostarwras setath ®f the 
drive the Corasia Sas^th Arrsy/attaufead into tiaxoafawrg at Eehtsrjiacfc ia 
a& effort bo the osfcdtoi of the Grand Buashy*** 

. , •: - . ^ : / / , -' : ‘ . " ' * -.-; 

' , . /. ; ' 25 August 194&' • ■ 

■ • •../ '. ' . /.. . . .... ' - -" • ’ , ."" 

Various questions tm Cjjaration C(BBA» i2u? Mraoeo to the 8XB8PMI1D 
Liu#® and ik£ wsr» isulssittad ,fcy the Hiatcrioal Sostim^ USFSf {Hess?}* 

19 July .1^45, to 3rig a 0«a* Saury 3* Lswls» D C/S* hot thay wars amrwaro-i » 
by 3rigo Giai. A n frsafeiin Ei'^iar* C-S, <sa 23 August® (X) Four of the 
MlCTI^’^ua^tiawi. dqfalt .wita',^ Qroay*s appraisal of tit* «&««y «a^hUitiaa # 
articlpstioa of tha ^jbtask #»&, prateotiva wasoraa*. set %H» Sroop's raco®al» 

w * ' : •. ‘K ;•*•** ’. • • k ■ •■ **';• w . -*- ' "’v ' ■ - 

7. ; -. ‘A’ .. - - : ;••' : -. :■ 

, fhestf % the Group** fiW5 sees frwafc^ 

ftmu* whioh 'bs.« si^fic*E*' ! sdsoh r»ofea*o.l aoisift sswn secafchs tho arwafe* 

-wHoh' ti»s had pers^ittad f«fe4»tiaa of a^uitoosX sa^lamtloss* fte **o«s|>ability 
of a 3er«ou offoa^iws or .^apoiXlng attaefe‘ r had beoa dlsoussed (doriag Daosr'y 
bar) £uid wan considorad © s^ssibllil^. It was act boXiavod, hewswr* that 
the enssay would risk. «m ^fm»kv6 of sooh slsa asd aeops as actually took 
pl«oa»’ ? possibility of «a aso^y sp&iiiag attack la th* AaDB?iXsS aros 
. witg- x>ecogais8d # /bafe it was th» ^pinion that arwa if tbay broke through tfearw 
they ^ould h«7& «aythii*go »ith iwtjcr attacks going on to th* north and acuth 
tb_o «sl«ulatadt risk - the AS0£i^*3 ssotor lightly- hsXd was aeespb*d« a 

■ . ' ■ ; Xa reply to a ghsfy oencaraiag th* bjoafciaa of «& aaticipctsd offaasiw 
Aha G~3' o*plaia*d3 i fcxw d’^fiag serly Bscdabsr th*t 21 divisions 

wera Kassod, west of thb batawon 80961 «sd lAJSSfiJ3GKF ? nitas of whloh 
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raniw and' ^ansor-granadier typos. "It" was beliavttd tijfa£ .these diviglojis .;. • 
had be>on cp'ncehtratad opposite Q ur naj dr panatrat ion Sie j^iad^na V; 

for sba 'purpose .of o rushing any attempt to cross the .'River and, adyarico 
to t.h j It’ THE. Answering tho followup question about tjut pleuis to meat this 
enaj.y throat, tho 0-3 referred to a 30 "November pro^osM-plan to entrap 
and destroy this concentration we3fc of the HHINE, but" ffivwas rejected bb- 
cause of British unproparedne83 to launoh a mmj or attabfCL .and due to the" 
difficulty of EIFFEL terrain. " I . A,r; ■ 



"tha reinforcement' plans.? General Kibler roplied it was, lielieved the .VIlI ;-.f 
Corps with) the 9th Armored Division in reserve could; hold * against an attack 
of’) the size anticipated.” If it were greater than the Vlil Corps could cope 
with. First and Third Armies reserves Were available for r*pid reinforce- 4' 
meat on the two flanks. •’ * 



The question wa3 asked that if. the Group did not ^consider the enemy 
capable of an allrout offensive during Deoember, what )wpre the principal 
factors, obscuring the enemy situation? Bad, Weather liras the' answer* - It 
prohibited /’full effective news of air' redonnaiasance .” , ' ■. 



As to the Group’s earliest recognition of ; the all-out scope of the 
a-back, the Group reached that’ conclusion on thie night of 16-17, . The • 
eneiny'-s air and airborne efforts and identification of elements, of the Sixth 
Fanzer Army led to that belief. 



V. Forwarding of Data . 

A. forwarding to Higher Headquarters. . 

' . Opi.iionsjuid data from the Group were expressed in published 
issuances, the G-£ weekly Intelligence Summaries and daily Periodica, 
rather than in messages, etc. 

"efc- ' 

3. Receipt fro;,i Jubordinatb3 . 

This topic will bo treated chronologically, r'irst will be tho 
Fre-Sousiteroffens l 7e Period, then Receipt of Attack Nows, ld-19 December* ■ 
Preliminary to a discussion of each is a summary. 

(l) Nummary 

Dur i*.*,; fcV.s -Counter offensive period tho ^roup did not receivo 
valuably impending attack evidence from subordinate commands, and the 
so-roes of the }-Z conceptions . of the enemy capabilities and intentions 
/zero largely un ii sclosad, with only the barest indication of oJIAHi* as. a 
source, /oil owing tho onslaught on 16 December two divisions captured 
certain documents on that day which pointed to tho magnitude and objective* 









Afc'iomiwg tb the Group** .'■•Cw^ Periodic £oir the 
Gorpa tone, vehicular traffi-c was observed fto 
J»D BRtat&'CEID (P988i). Should the so moveme 
8 cal o ( 18 Infantry Division would be the moat 
to the newly developing danger eone (Ill, B) 
of this by the G-2 during his report at the C 
et 0913, 1<3 December. (V, 13 Deo) He said the 
had moved from the northern Till Corps sootor 
counting for the observed vehicular activity. 



a the northern VIII . 
nOr^h from GRMONT (IAJ89S) 
$*$*£#* be of . a divisional’ 
candidate for a shift . 
thor notice mss taken 
ding General * sBrief lag 
h Infantry Division 
movement probably ac- 



Iridi rations of information sources could be logically expected within 
the primary G-2 issuances, the weekly intelligence Summary and daily Periodic 
Only the latter- provided such suggestions, but they concerned the order of 
battle typo of information, not interpretative commeata. 

-ho ID. I:' discussed overall; 'enoray strategy and problems of the ’Western 
front, a high level analysis that might be t’ e prerogative of a superior 
hen.iqu*rt' i P3,. such as bHAEF, However that might have been, the Group ex- 
tensively discussed such subjects, but did not cite information sources, 
burely GKA2F G-2 ISUK’s and other intelligence data was received by the 
Group, -f so, and if SKA2F was the source of some data and commentary con- 
tained in the Group's own ISUM’a, no intimation was offered in the IbUM's 
of October, November and 1-15 December, This was true of both the text 
and the annexes of the IcillL!' s . Nor did the texts contain indirect credit, 
e.g., phrases such a3 'according to oliAHF,' 'SHAEF sources,' etc. 

The only concrete evidence of DHAEF a3 a pre-lu December source was re- 
flected in annexes to the daily G-2 Periodics. There was only a single in- 
stance of an annex being .devoted entirely to a SHAEF provided subject. Annex 
,/2 to the ii December Periodic was titled HIGHER FCRI.iATIOII CODEJAKDS, a three- 
rage commentary and list paraphrasing tho SDAEF DIGS5T rf-170, 23 Hover.be- 1944 
Annexed, however, to tho da ily Poricdic3 wero Order of Battle Kotes, which 
irvnri*bly devoted one or more paragraphs to TiADF material pho n 0 their ap«- 
proximo tely a locen paragraphs* ^uch paragraphs of half a dosen lines or 
so concluded with* w oHA^F COMMENT, A tabulation of the 03 Notes, 

1-15 December, totaled 33 instances, with each day represented by ono to 
five 3 uch pura^r^phs, except none on 10, 12 December, /or example, t.h« 1 
jocem be- Notes contained the foil owing i 

A moderate source rpts that *>n 7 ‘loir 1 parntp^ fur special 
tasks* bearing tho number 22 wore passing through NfbSN 
bound fer ri!:;3£;:;K (A13). iidAb/ bCXJDITi If true, they 
sh rill to J Prcht ^i/. Jut source Js given to 

g^rblint; &i* identifications , w 

Hefcrenc -?s tv conr-ar/ s other than 3 -AEF were also i’ow a-ong tin up’s 
'-"'.*6 ar. ,! ; jf; . -i.es. Although t-.o ’ .j-;* 9 s 11 sc t; ■ u-f.bh, the 

*■ ./ i , Ar -4/ * r . : xth Jrny Jruup i'r*v; ' s, uv all u.io , r* ; -a .!»< 

to J : : ' n^b H * irst Army war; oitei twice, laUbL *1 i 

.v ‘el. .nil nr IB November 1 n t j . 1 :f\«' 



cl .id*: : 






in' enemy regimental > order (4th Bn, ' i5SGth? 
m obtained from the First' ’Army* 8, G*2'-pn jil '0otpt^.*5^$ 




^i^JKec°rds v of -the Group poiht^d jto two 

thV_.fi rs t few dayn^jjf lkh^.^i^t^o^fenslv«^ '•dtlLplk •> 

buted largely, if not exoiwiWiy* to the Group*# .'atticfc >' . * ''■ 

up to and s including 19 I^embor. , Perhaps 'pbtatenders/^ .;f^p|i|,'ihat6 ^c^pWiKzi^c » ' 
telpphonpd.!.iiiforDwtion, the Group* 8. rebord.8 4td i|UO$ *dpti 0 $. ,',; * 
Possibly .officer. . clourier or' rther^ doIs^m were not j 

manifested among the records, Tp repeat,, .the :foll^h^f*^ the 

*8 informational sources 15 - 19 . Dsoeniber ;tu Wsed-ipoh^.thi G^bup’s ^ V 



ur oup 1 



official records * Claim is not its. madd .by : ffcfti, jtfijro; 'floored* ^ 

were" available. ■'.••• ■ ¥' ' ' * 

„ -■ ■: v - .. _ ■: j. a : ■ ■ ■ ■ ? .! ■-/ > ; . . ,f . ■;.*?:*£ V'X^' ■ ••■'■ ' ■'. ■ >V' ( 1 ,v ^ ,;; 7ii i ■ : r. ? ' s? . •■ $ ■ .-VSt 

The Groun 1 a Phantom ober ation and certiui- eifiturid Gobuaithta iwera ' ! ■ ; 5 



Phantom was 
organization, , and 



Sr oup . phantom* s 
Inpessing, mention 
a G-2 Journal, and 
isted, there, waa^i 

the TAC*8 log, the first hews about the ^ .caph ft*oia the V Corps. v 

(12th A ’gp # ..(S-3 J .i i'./; 

enemy attack had begun .'■'-"!' 

V Corps messaged .^.t 0730,4 nijjbt" 
andjtiormal paytrpl' and * . ^hpi^t^GQOA the y ■■ '].: * 

te'am was given attack news by;.tlMj» Chirps /wa8..1*!!»oe^ -V^ 1 - 

Group TAC at 0930. ^niri^2l^tiilhry mloiig whole'-- V.'^ 

VCorps' front j, the ,106th Bivisihh reported ;.c]'p.i^t^^a|.'ttac l>y number* 

etc.. Following that message* ^and sent ‘rep C£tj£ ■ ■; v ..’b 

at approxT^tely'Jwo hour^interfals thrw^^u|*;tho 16th, . Curiously, .al- ; - 



irom vne viixan n.o sne uroup on pne ioun^ ; _opoouia^ing upon one. reason,- ,v, 
a check of the TAfl Phantom Log .back to 1 JMceB^ei? disoloaed’ho daily entries ';'.', 
from . the . inept iye. VIII Corps, Entries. ee^e ^jrpm eperatipnal comnands. Per- 
haps no Phantom team was "located et .VIII'G^^s^'.^^ayae. it wad: hot an' 'ag^e's^j 
si vo command, and' there was none, on duty^^^h. t^^bhemy ^suddenly... attacked . on'' ' 
the. 15th,. The Phantom Log for the 17th. ens miesTng frip,^ the Group’s. 'records-, 

Wit-mi? rtrvfr i ri o r*rri>rK**h •? nn l ‘f 1 ■f'Vi Wofl a t-aiiA «<+K +-.Kn VTTTTh An -hha 1 *T*-h . 



''ytt*'* ■'■ 'Vfi'ri §'C*i*3Js. V^j 





m<w! iOasj&WTfVlfci 
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■■: v '/*.%'*■■■ ! r.. 

• ;. _ .. _ 

• c »P tur »d document^ were ; f 

to i nt e r pr&at Ipns on. .feta ntl^'fiad, 
do j'uaent i ' jfer e c aptured. |qn ,. tta ". morning jpf .-. 

*(v Corps Cl' Sad^ the ; 106th, Wrla i'ptt (vill 
of tho suddeiT Counter off ona iyq ~ The’. jbu 6 ^SHb'^ 
document . was^ihe ' Order of. thetay, IS 
Chief Vie.st* PioldUarshal. Voa ^ 

Gorman forces. .This was supplemented 
of/.tho ^rmy Oero~jp-.B and. Fifth 

Rundstedt \s . Order was anpjier baa id _ 

which njejatioiusd pertain t^eg^iyes. ^ 

importance, but“relating ’.to those : two : i 'jprta«' *” " ’ * J " 

analyzed in' defegil in f ubsequent 'pauragra^Mi ^ 

eluding .the Twelfth Army. Gfqvip, 

Rundste,di/:Ordqr oh the ope. Kfoa , and/^'.'t^ , t 

pat in g commands chains were i 9 9th ■■ Diydiii $rps ^ ■ > ITOSi^ jS 
103th Division, 7III WS^ Vffi 

Briefly, eyidenta-taa ujwe^taija -if sjfSie' 
i the V on Rund s t edi Or def V ‘^q a^t i on .'ta** 

^-2 cda«»htaries ;on 16-li? Pef|#MheT' on 

of fens ive .did. ijqt ref er- ■ tft . »• % ’nainf. 

tion that the Group sto^T%&£ic* 
both TAG. and Main, ’ were . o^ttadta 
#3-929, i6i8poA:-i624poi., . 

four page .ISUM ’ included’ • patapf^ii^^ 

■its’ origin ’to 

listing re'ce i vecP i s s uattoes JE^c^^h|»Vx^ ^ *^l^i?aeM3L , ‘?ii*-’ .owitili'-’' 
ing the actual elocument . 

■:'.' .■:■'■ ■. *;■ ^w. n\:, ■ ■ ■; 



ttfrthi 



17th, which wasji^ sued.: 172300A v ^ecem - " " 

**''; V ' yr. \ .’ i'£ j. ^ r- . ■■ v. -.i^.r t - ;. 4 :., - 

3e.<?ause cf the baqio ;; of ^the ijj’&ti; Rta^s te<dt Ord^r' 'and- tta'-'V-vj? \ .’’■ 

other captured documents,.’ a dM^’.of qsS«wd^^tty»is‘; qf ' tta.ir. ’^etariissi^n.,;; 
is appropriate.. For eanyenienoe , . the ^qndstedi; ^qQ‘^rent. will fee .ierrwd. Order 
end the other documents ooner&liy grouped ind. iaoied Ks 'the. other. .documents. .; 



• - • ■ -u r^i 1 _•■ ■_• ■• •'.! ■ * 7 . -• ■. ....,- 

A copy of the .^rd'eV was -feakeri' f rom V P>V' during .the morning of,the'l6th 
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pj.qoe'.: y.;i ■: ■: jriiRi * u r : r%, 601-^ un line auul- nq i coyy 

tcs filed on tl:e I7tVat 1445. ■• . V ' ‘ V >J 7 ■ : '' ■ ■■' 

>■, ■• . v ■ ■■.-■’ 

Vi'u-.:!- /.r,- 1 ho a" the .7111 ^5?p& ^procured the ..text ;pf tfjfs ''tirder from the* * 
IfM*;. *Iv:cicn p i well, aj the ether gLoc union fs was- not ‘ Inasmuch eti f -~ 

tV.- l?"th Jivisicn’s .3-2 Periodic. 132400-162400 Do’ceinl^^/contairi.ed a . two . ■- fc -. 

paje p.nnux. ppovi’in? t^e text’s of t^e* RU:ids*t$dt . Cruder' o*t$ \sov.o of the’ •. 

; : p£.!y-.r f oe-'-jr^nts, ‘ -surely the ^*17 Cor pi must have e r veht uAl f j? . received, th is' . y^i- 
.'."p -rron . ■ (Diy Level, ?. 12G)' However, Corps G-2 for the 18th, 

.17th - njj '.lfcth -.lii not. enter the t fsct .that 'acbpy had beafc' .received. t . ... 

*5) ) Mention was made that ot! ; er commands 1 isguarlcos hed been re- ‘ * ■ -■ 

eeivu 1 , 'Perisps, inasmuch r s the iC’Oth had 'so requested in it 3 message of ^ 
14*1, tho". i or j. s sent for.fch* iccipnan! s during the afteruooji cr evening. 



. .\f- 1 been Jr snorted hj- .Wo O/B Team ,?44 of ,tb,c 103 th f S ff-? beoticn. (ibid#) 

; : . . • '• :'-?*** „ : "' \ ' • ' . ;.. ■ 

In * word, -“he 7113 Corps*' ’posse.'. sod the . text' of the Von .ilundstodt 



f-rier, v/herors it US thoae of the several cither documents;- (VIII Corps, 
r , .j^/ I, r or vras tho Ten iiuridstedt.textl.later publS shod., irj subsequent Corps 



J-2 Poriodics. 



It if ret.se tic ole* ‘ t*- assume that r ;JSAJ r qbtaipe^ the docanienfcs", except the 
Or rr *:i. tl ;: . T I1 1 "Corps , but when and :iovf was .irioxpl ic able# 

■ ^ . . 1 '■ j;' — ’ 

' ' ' yj^A’b Ilecwipt R*'.rl ?orvft*r<i2T:c th.3 ^rdyr ' . -v 

I f 

■ Tr.e lire 1 Amy r?-elv©d ani- tr>ri3m:tted the S'.bstehce of tie Run-^stedt 
tr.Is.r on ijth, .; it y/L'^n, fiew, ' an«i from wham i ? '!3A obtained he Order' .vr.s 
V i ss lof-i,' T>il • t r icelv^d . t; c' * ext. frek V Corps, paraphrasing - £ .. B J r tLly 
:■ t 1 ...- 4 *-l 'do . -il/’. ■w?o f ami nlBlord j'-CAVs ir terprotat 5/.-n\ Apparo; ■ iy, 

1 *■/-:■** . ,■& 1 ".:»i a s so l‘[ f rji /■ » ome-i.-hert? prqp-srly r!,ri.sy:i ■? J; , 

■■* f . ■ I:'i 1 -fc 1 '.■■■ * ■■■ / y v r I g tod from 7t p : ..uri'nto ! # - . ‘ i‘ ."A Lr - 

B, . a s* ■- - ! ;• >::er;i?. u> ..-2 1 3LM >osr:’ c:r, 

* j* v , »’-jLr }i ’ i . * fi rj ^ .rro-jp, et.*. 
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... At 1244A FUSA received folicW&^TO 
quotes 'being; the writer ‘s*, noiT-FUSA^W iSfil* 

; ■ • • . . * 1 ) ' - ■ V?. i-'i- y t ■ Y; ■£ .■■■*£■&-■. ■. «• -.a ■ »■' 

'■ _ *2). Document taken at L-0249t5 stAtea * i'.* .‘.Siel 

. ' ■■■ ■; , : J ■ •’. "Western front V^ur 'grjfiit. jtou^^&ee-, *tr«^] 
. ; ?rai‘es’ are .advancing today;. • Bver^Ki^'- Iij 

bear in yourselves a holy. duty, to 



v. *>-?*•-■ . V', ,■ * V -; , J ; ■ i 



-the. 

f&ohg '. attacking 
Lt.^^ k . YOU-;,' 
thing and ■ . ' 



achieve the super humai for pur fat^fifpix 4 f 6 p our / .-V 
Fuhrer, . and '.for ‘C-in-C West Ridadsted£,«'’ 7 v fe/hi v.V ' i : . 

■■*:■ ■ : . ■■ v* . ....*■ - * ' 

■ % L '*■ 1 ' • * ■■*1^%.. ,■ . » j ■ 

!P»i». call to' arjns to V.made 

^.*4. ^ -A, ' : __ V ' jFt«f ■ *' - ■ ‘ ■: ■ ■ 



, ..j .. .., ou t exception at once ,bef6re. beginning of * Breack^.V : • ! ?“ 

' ,. v ■ ! : T" f 1 -: '■ . 'T 'V '. ? ."i -/- ' -4 •■! 

v /■ '■' v, v'- '*' ■’ '■ ’■■ ■ , st-' K'" 

,• .,v : / '-,v--7v^ ! ■^■^1^18'^^ . - 

:;j "(Note has been. g^vwjjto -^tt^iCqr ■ 

"'i- - ■ i \ !.•'■ ' V ■; 1 ' IV ^ r - *' 

ifc* •• ■ -T Vt-^ :•*.* ' 

This message could very easily .bave" hsd sligHt .l^j^ioe upon the ; 
FOSAJ3-2, because it appeared to have crlgi^tiS ib^ a ; ii»tl*# ; - German division 
commander, whereas, it was^. issued by .the ;' ^:”jtoai^e',cpn- ) : - t 

cluded .fith the word Fuhrer*. followed by.;TO#"i'i^|tttr#\ . fiundistedt, •* 

C-in-C West, General lb 1 dmar shalli ‘^p«urj^,tly,..either .thapY' / C ■■ ■' ■ 

tempted a paraphrase and so sent It^-pr iit').i'iin ." 1 - 

center improperly received tbeV.aipSss^ej • K^te-^’s t«dcen3hd^:.the '/ .Corps * 
had sent the document correctiy on iabti^r j^oiwioini . tjfh its Special ISOM 
of 1600 tbe lines read: "... for our Fat^pr^&d ^id, f or ^ovn^vFuhrer » i '' 
fhe C— in— C »/est, Bundstedt, Feldmarshal. This Cali to’ arna* ... of the at- 
tack. Signed Di vi si on Commander . " (b-S40(t^ ifesg 96) . Incidentally, the _ 

V Corps had also received the text oorreotly from its 99th s division. (V : 
Corps, p. .16) Irrespective . of t^e fault* tfya tiransnitted message did not ' 
indicate the high authority of the j^ronotws|Mnt .“ ' ;The measagba’ importance 
could easily have appeared relatively’ i]»o^jB^ential ' in FUSA*.# estismtiens 
being issued by a mere division coimfmndofl^?'?^ ‘ ' **?• 

^tually, that attitude did result, 'and' FJSA thought a f division CG 
had sighed the Order. F~JSA wired if s' oro G-2 I SUM ^B-929, 1800A-2400A, 
at 0430 on the 17th, to the CG's' of SHAEF^ 12. Army Group Main and' Tac, 21 , 
Army Group I/.ain & Tac, etc., and. the comments in this four-page IGuM read 



as follows : 



. Document signed by CG, 12 VG JDiv, and captured this mornirg 



callin 
all. . 



Then, after discussions of other subjects on,, the first, ’second end third 
images, the fourth page concluded: ■ ■ • ’ 



-.’SiT 



Y-m: if" 









■■>,. i? Vj Viiri. v -/ - 



K* 4 I*Tl 3 t ■ 

t^v. ..•&- rt-v.r- 
- *fC» ;■ 

Vsi 
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" . V . , .' Taken from body of -. ; Uf 
' documents j including Orders, of ’ the fcpjP^.'^ i'fc'&C- 

."Sfaatouffol pi\w‘ oorimanding $e?»raU‘«& .?? .®SPi^-yS|8^ 

VG Div and operational orders , indicates clearly*/ large fco^®^ff*n s '^^ 
' sive with St. Vith as firat objective (Ha^oir) £*£& W 
eubsequant 'drive to East and 

.' ste'dt statement quote' large «mies''are; .^taojdn^'^^JW! 

TTe gamble everything on this operation*. UnquoW.'. <»'*! lPi®i 9^1? ;v 'vf 
'* !!nrmn 4 :<i is the' name of ooe ration- and Order o"f tile 4>ay bjf'SWldatedt ..was 



Thus, while the initial comments' on ihi;e Pj^lliB^eit .^d#r-?^wfl^e 

j j A*AA~~ 4 -Za iTlT.CA a\a rtAfc nrtAa+wkmrtA ffam' drlifr : ' crtffi naiad ‘ 



Wen and "Where FUSA obtained the text, of ■$&»'' * * 

among the records of the V and VIII Corp* '.a»&|lfc*,. :■_*&, J.W'* f-J 
remarks were the only real avidorj.ee that Fl^jt'did thj^j/fed^r# ■ .V-:* \ 

Corps contribution consisted of the- mis-parap^a^ed ■.^e.sliifa^e. .hours*. 

As noted in tiie discussion of the .VIll Ccrfr^|L$| £w<>ejlo^U ug^eet -V 
the VIII that forwarded to FUSA eiih*F. \- 
Even so, FUSA^acqu^ed them fidtt ' som >our^j^iaJi^^^W , yj^roiplu^li«lw^. in the ' 



liven 30 | * h| joa acquir ou vaaw irwa «vwp »vw»vs?jf ( . 

FUCA G-2 Periodic tfl90, 15006U-IS2400A I?; 

tho exception of the Von Simdetedt, Order i i (FuSA^f Ip)* .BB/-; V. 

*. i' ■-■ \. : : V ■ 1 E>. '■'•'J* . > ,■ ■'■‘S'* •■ ■ 

This issuance of the other dobumen^A .TOe^n ( the . d^ly* ; .aiirtributeble *..■. 
G-2^per iodic vras the Fl'SA transmission x>if thM$doouineiit3. AS tb'the 
Ruxvlstodt Order', the commentary oh it . withln^h? .^OK of . 1S00A-2400A Deoemp 

. _ . « i ■ ' xv — ’cwrf a t m ' - ---»■* 4-Vi a 4- 



her, yma tho single Instance, of the_ Ordear. to 
higher commands. ■■ - ■, -.V-i* * ■ *V % s . .. . . 
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7'hii -ti.dy i« in roti-’h draft forn., it never har h*»en edited, 
r:cr have its cercluf-ions been, cheeked and validated. It should 
only h>e used by f he Army ;‘ar del lepe as a guide to further study. 
v his study is not to be reproduced for any distributor outside 
the Amy War College and all copies should carry this 
warning note. 
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The doninatins fe- fcure on the aray Imol see the concern 

e eh of the three Twelfth krm? Group armies, the Firt, Third and 
?&nth, dieted to the northern portion of the Weetam front* This 
eharaoterisJ.tic was mnif 'eeied in two ferae, (1) preoce»r«tdbn with 
om operations in the north, anc/or (2) concern over aatieijiated 
•actioa ia the northern locale, not la the southern* The First and KSiih 
Arsies m e involved In their own offensives in the north in the HOSE 
River readies, m of 15 Pecwr.ber, and they regarded the enesy attaeSf ■ 
potentioislities as applicable to the north* Third *r&&ys.8 operating 
on th® southern Allied front, hut it likewise worried over tjfce atiaaST . 
probabilities in the north. 

Stress is reittsreted upon this fact of all three jerai m 
being ecaceraed with the northern locale* it was the sect algnifiaaph 
single eoaelosion that evolved f'rea tbs writer 1 * s scrutiny oil the reside 
of these three grade** 

R^eogni^LeR of the concept of a «efeULe ree^res far#® for 
counterblow purposes eas the second distinctive point. Inch $s»y o^pode 
that the eaesy possessed sush a force* and each identified i4 : ae 
Sixth Panser A»*yi la general, this esnsmsad was considered |« a eqSpgrfc 
but not as a eesaterof easiv* fores independent af the Allied 'offeng^ft* 
on the eneny** initiative, thought dto efi*tty*e stes^egi 1 ws 

epos eoiasfcsrattaek#, rather thin on planned offensive action 
'his ova initiative* telle ftSU regarded the Sixth- leaser as- mK - : , 
key to tlw enesy'e counterattack ^Eratogy* the Slate was not t© 

counterattack until after tee BfrEit Eifer bed been oreasiKt by'wejjor jfjpyd 
forces, and the loe&la could be between tee 8dm and tee Z8ft, 
north apprexieaiely between SCBZKXPM end SOBi&tOi©* The fl nte A^ter ’iHt 
that tee- enesy bed contained the first and Slate A aius driven with •& 
in£Sd?4j(Mr teeiepte «!te«rfc eemitei^Ms bsilt^ Sixth Passer .fdip[v» 
thus the enesy possessed' a very paWiajftel mobile etrikiag fordo, l4iidjj^ ! 
to be enfiefnd, hosesvdr, to cototer breebthpsughs of hie S0F4 defo®e#&» 
The ninth held teiitee Sixths pr*»*»e* assd tee strength of 4** j&m.-'*- 
defenses Bade elser the eneay' * in*entl<m to nekn determined istand «&$ 
of tee mm along te*£csst Beyaei tee ebevo- eg iMone, tb» d 3 nte-d0 



not disowns the eaeay*,# l«r$e-»«ale oetetes&iteefc poteatiaUtlaw, ii^ifMg 
jump *;apa bill ties* ’BhecTItird .kpiy «** esn^teuousJgr cognisant bf th#:-' 
ewwy bailde^ of a reserve for»se, and daring the ep^ealsate dwe scathe 
preceding the Counterdff aneivo *> TbSA tensed the ww^lr *ntdtfe>ns of 
force, which was Xerjply represented by the Si#th fanser TUSA eaq 

a cowatomttsei: or eot«*tnroff«R#ive, brt it would be a -spoil Isg att 
r-nd the locale would te the AACH£&»py&& ecotor, which was far north <^T 
the Tbir Arwy’ s seas* 
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I m—n att h «* th* actual Cei«$er®f?«5*iv* was launched against 

the eouihesn flask of tba “lift Aragp, the fill flmtpa, tha attitude* 
of the three Amies bo**tf#s the southern area of operations was 
f leant, as well &. that tenants the nart hw a* In the first 'place, while 
the first and third &»£*& aa$te<r&ad a cousterattcck In the northers sens, 
they qualified ifceij^view fej .pointing out that Allied southern cpftsutieu* 
night feres seas eagrlegraeat of the Sixth Faraser Ajjsy in the south* fbi» 
opinion took the fo*» that -while the «Mr desired to ret*4» the Sixth 
&& a unit, A i.tMti pfesaar* night osqpdl ssbceatal ecRaittmsjofi, sluing 
the rtxth with, both the northern aad southern senes. The first Aaagj^it 
atti tide toward# its owe reut&em sector was negative* 'MX© it rectegsised 
soiae tn&kfrp and activity, intentions for its use were stsetentrue##' 

F£$A point©*’ out tt$k for the past aoath there me a definite p&Vteitat 
for the seasoning of newly ffereed difisdoss in- the relatively rmia# 
fill 3erp# prior tn their diepatffe to- g$p active fronts. However, «n of 
15 Tleoeaher, the T$m < t Amy iadieeted uaaearwaess of the <*ae»y ? s et&tragifc 
in the TftnSfc-fllEP scoter* the XWfard Jkagr referred o*ly briefly to #p> 
TETfB, KT1I33S&, STffESSH are, by noting on 15 Seeesber fch#b the 2 Josser 
isd 130 X* Ijs&r Eivisione- appe ed to be reforming, with the 216 
Panser $tv4#ioa reportedly slated for that area. Consents an the southern 
soae were not cj^-creS by the Ninth Ar*y. 



is of the iar*£di - is periodic preceding the CorniteroffensS^Mi, 
the location of thin. Si>tk Pwwer Arsey was uncertain* The First 
A*ay believed it to be located between the E0SE ana the ISiliSE, the 
northers boundary pfofesfely rasniiig fro* f.W<®iSR*»0£45BiCH to 1BUSS* 
*RJ£A thought it to lie between &Ke»aeldorf and €£'I£G*SE, but sa of 25 



December, T0EA aokse^ledged that la rape-ct to Oearasaa force# ta ges 
14 Ge.'aaoi dlvMc©e «wr® oat of contact, 6 Paaaaer, 3 ^sre, #ixt 3 J* , 

The only eemsntary the Ninth imy sag* was that several changes ill 
snesy dXeyoetions occurred daring the week of 9^16 December, cata«3|k 
the sfe£ftf$g to the snath of the 2 S§ Pea»«r and the 3 ^as^sr Sroulpfir 
Divisions* end the a&veaeat of the 246 lafartry Division into the #sth , s 



H ecalft fr 

Is the oa«e of the Slret ABw* tl-e frai&dsientsl po-iate vertl 
twofold, the mtteipt of laforaatien (1) ftoa st^erior 00 sss^Este, an# 0} 
fro® e^erdlaete ones*. The Third point of eaphasie 5?as 1 1© aeqtxiai- 

tien and st*ple ; .’&eat of date Pros superior aessaan##, 

fSSt ehtciued the effielel lssnetneee, e*g. , < ally 6*2 f e*tP 
wiles a d iRtelligwase Swme; ie», fre* coordinate cemends, ftdjaeMlt 
asaies end their courts, the Briti^t f#oond Ar«sy, and TweUSl «npy <&««$, 
with sore « light a^^stions from MKW\ T& i-e was bo indication a# . 
to the perticul r Vmtssw»e verted by the^e issasnoee. Four data 
sere acquired free Till losrjm ^Mch oetsaeibly intimated an 
lBp< 3 ndlng attack* these -?w?e ra^awte# 07 Till Corps divisive during 
12-15 December, and oemermed en acoellorotios of cnesy traffic, a weaaa^s 
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ini'ossaatioa about e® enesjy build-up in the genral VI AS&IA-iU TBUrttl area, 

■■ a PA* s clsia of an iaipeacdag ttack far about 17-25 Seeeaibar. huQji 
FUSA received. report# oa this data, smialy through the Corps G-2 
Periodic#, there wee no oaonression that P$SA tinder took protective 
measure# as a ruction* la face.. Fits A did not appear to be faprssed by 
the data, partly at least, beeanse it already possesasd virtwallv 
identidei evidsem#, aatl those ¥2X1 Corps data ware merely additions! 
This data an ‘the Gorpo .Lewi was not found conclusive or aiithorita t&Y©« 
The Thterd nray* c alaao-st sjtdfeiawslve medivaa of ti-.-nsasis-s^on of 
Intel itgsnes b4te, the daily Q-2 Periodic and its annsaoesj, 'so sy»upt»* 

,it,3 r.- I.*.’ ejetennively discussed encesy potentials oa the Allied fr©at # 
that the conclusion could be reasonably drawn that TUSA obtained, its 
information team higher cos wand a, rather than tfroxtgh its own rosoiqsses. 
fm©h data would be as ecqnisttien function of higher oowaaaeie. .-hile 
,f, w~e osjBroni/ paraphrased the data, it provided soknoXedgonenta tw||£» 
•viaep in thr dally Periodica of the Scptabisor-l? Pecetsber period . %• 
Tsrslfth h,S. and Twenty °se British -lyssy Group# were ao.-i af of the 
ftiti d sources. CHA2SF w*g not a contibutor, judging by the lack of 
references to that command* 
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TWELFTH AJSff GilOOT 1 

am Mi l imAJ; fc; 

WT?W1|fn»w Mfl iVWITW^V 

DOgWKffAttfQ* 



I* Weekly Inteilijesoa Sannary for Seek. Endi ag. _ 19AA. 
(doiertww* Sept.-Oct, 1 b W?1(9)j Hot, , L-4TI?1Q}; 
&««., L-330(3) ) 



#X~5* ApprcorlaiWi 9 a^tesfccs*. 

fbaf.e «r« **t Jerateti «»*.*£ tlw records of the Arsy ftor? aor 
nc^; fchoea of oUj«r ettEsaads nsd feaetkpaortare, pertJeelarl^jr SJiAiT* 

Tfeey dtuotle&s 4 m lt« hoeerer, with operetio. . prior to the Army Group 1 » 
arrival on the SfjKffKlgD Li*» oft 12 Feptestetv with e®*e opKrsntary 
os tte fuiawe, For practical <wwj**e#,. tia$> first I8W Israel after 
that «nst on the littli, wsffieientjy Unus *d v»o firsy (arena’s attike&o 
»r*d epinioa of the eftesy eo of that period. 

ft* i&ttwlt (riding l U Sept* / f 5 *-j*. & i 

•X. General Sw-r-ery. 

•In tii poet week the rift k » b*«a important “inve&w^rAs % be* 
eteftdjr pregest teerayd Allied fiotsrF* t£ WE fens fal ea* $SESt iak 
tofctawiag* The BrifejUjh, aWel by Allied parsehsfee divielone, «r& a $££$&$* 
lag Sarthoeri towcedtfc* &d; S£ 9 tireateelsg to ettt.oH' *1:. assay fojWtto 
it* RCbhiKJ; and to tara tfea envoy dafeneet; or both the SISfifSIF.n Llir 
and the 8KISJS* ta the VIJ and V w erp» odetore the fir.-.t Ar ay fut# ftede 
peewtrtien well into oar beye*d the 31 IG 1&I2J Line. The rhird ^nrr, 
a^elnet stiff realeten-i©, bee oroeeed the KCfFoLS in sjeVeral plso®** 

•has r*t-k*a M CZ end its 301 Owffpa «ey now fee beaded too re Si/dfc* 
SHSKfiXSJt. ft* gap between the Third Arat f e southern flank aed the 3 **h 
Are-jr -roop ha» be-.a el#eed* 

*T5» streftfth of tto en^-ersr 1 © d*fee?9 of the J2EGISIE? fctw vhioh 
was « setter in dot»H lest wtk *.« evtdeat now. The eftery osaooi held 
this lln* -nd can a*ly «se it for delaying action to wsist an erdw&y 
wiUsdrw**! te tfc* WlkS, 

•The ar*t«y of BlfhFK sp* eery to have op ite sole objective 
the gaiaing of tine la whioh to peodoeo tie m divisions free total uohjliea- 
tioe eat to ropI«?lefc hi a deplartM end ioeffeetlv* air for$e. In t|»o 
E9.?H*ie, efforts Mart he esd* to protest ritol nross eucii a* the HSBJ5 end 
the fiAAB and to j-r«rect the Ifiwsaians frea '.'«vetre.tieg deeply into 
G^lAS? snd thae stan 2g tin w on the 3a*t rti Front, It is » deipcfo'-* 
strategy io ckft r a hcpoloBs ai lit ary, ♦oene'oie awl political aitwet^on, 
Puraonnt tai.o etsretogy, /-tnravwr, th« a&esiy oust ottW35>t to hold the 
jJritbiah Ncrttaom acwico aid to delay ac lo^ ac poaeita* A^erioti 



-H * 
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advanStts timragh th* SISOFRIID Um, Failing to hold American for*** 
at th* SJSGFPIET Li», th# en* y treat and belatedly will wlthdtaw t* 
th« RHINE, By £»r tb* most iapertant *n«By o*pability ralated to tee 
reinforeeaent of the Testcru front a*d the disposition of eueh reian* 
varcwwmt*. It i* wtioatud that tea division** as a twjcUns *cST«fi*te s 
sight oexne to the 3*et r rn frost free OrESAHT, RttSSIA, l^WfiX and per* 
hej>8 I SAIT by 1 Ootobur. Aeecaiag « aazltsa f ten divisors# es r«lh* 
forewoent# for th* Western front within the aert two wc-eke, It sraa&i 
see* that the order «f priortly 1* disposing th*s would fc* first to 
the 21 Army Group aecrto:- wh«re the Allied drift N n rthvcrd threaten* 
to turn both the SISSFREIfc and the riilSS SefcnEea, cecond, to oppo*# 
the First nsy 1 a Eastward drive i* the 71 1 Corps sector and third to 
.'aa&tk the threat of the Third Ar®y*» XII Corps toward SAAES&UCKSIJ. ft» 
arrival of ton additional tut pressaoably poor divieions will not„ hrwevor, 
prove atif iolent to pt«x th* Allied drive to and beyond th« RKi i.'K. The 
VFtmy i-^mst, therefore, in tins very near future roach e fundamental 
deoleioa of govarr-uent-l policy ** to ahwbhar th* Euerisns or the Brit* 
ish «od Aaorioeii sast be> held at all costs* HlTtfE* *t iri«5n* inability 
to fee* the foots say defer 4h5* dtairion until It ie too late to a*ke 
ay dlf 1 orenoe. 1® the «e ant its*, allocation of fore o between the taw elan 
and the 'water® front is the focal point of interest in th* war. Tts* 
leen.-orfeateeat o.f 3BJCJGT2D? •# C-jUr’0 £F£? nay b* a straw la the wiad* 

Re was probably appointed to seccra th* ooBfitfese* and preesrve th* mill 
to fight of tb* regular aroy* la th* past he iwa appeared to lack 
oonfidaoa* *h*a t * Semrn aitu tlott was far lea* tsrions than it 1* 
today. Be can nov #carooe2y *xp*st «5y£i* og hot defeat, R* probebly 
shares the view of aopt concasrwstlv* old school Ser.-an of riders *b© 
prefer defeat bt the hsuads of th,? British and the American rather fiwsi 
by th* Ruaela«a. rhwtber by choia* or ©th»rwi#a , # he is now in a poWitlai 
vh*re, even through inaction, hm could ineur* that British aad Axiea-ioen 
forces r*atoh EERUJf at least sc soon ae the Kasdan#,* 

f<7. K**kl«g ending, 23 Sep. 



*JU G«c*: al huosary. 

"Th* aost itape riant dcosl^aor.t of th* week has been th* 

Allied advance NortJw ard .in th* MSSEIE salient, Tbie sector h3o- ; 3jM£ 
th* firai call dvartsg th* w 'o«Jt ca Gotkro roinfofc^waente, .*> 

"in tfco vicinity <if AASHSS th* First uS Arsy has net the 
stiffwact Qeraan rwrtUitanc* o.accsntcrsd for eo»> tJm*. P iov to th*. 
operatiopB la RQLLSltP em* bi-aatetbrough the SIFGTPSj'P Lino around AACPT.3 
conatitated th* oeat eritietd, threat to th* enttcy and it wa* to thl» sum 
that r*lnfo?a«*ent* w* * msh*d* 

"In the Third Arsg* aras there have bs n bo substantial ewtay 
relnforo^iants re cant ly* 

•Apert i>©a withdrawal, th* only fora of initiative which ha» 
revalued with th* awwy is bio oxaroioo of ahoiae «e to whiofc ara** In 
the ?Js*t he will reinfcrc* with n*w divisions. £vea this choice io 
dirfertly affected cy our Offtasivee. hsa th* Third Amy first reaaiiad 
th* P*C£2LLE., thin drive uffte th* prwatast threat to SEKiASf and ooftpa- 
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without ooaeAttiag abadly asedod ar*«r?sJ force# Ib a major pouat era&toak* 
The Aasriean advances in the viafcnity of AACHER hav® boon slowed dotm 
by infantry and fortress troops without subj stantlal armored rainforos- 
ments, Tb* line in the Third Amy a ad Sixth Amy Group aectore has be m 
generally held while tfae^rd Passer Grenadier Sirdsion has been pulled 
out possibly as a rsaarve to be used ia any seriously threatened <*?•&» 
Finally the eneay has gained another week in which to strenghten tbf 
West Wall and perhaps to. ^tgin the build tip of a mobile strategic reserve, 

*Tba saiBjr*# inherent vsaknsssse remain** ?fee raraindar «f 
this paragraph dealt with oil shortage#, that of eq-iipsieni,. the German 
dir Force, weak#### due to ftol shortage and inadequacy of airfields^ the 
eoonoaic drain by sftta satollite* aed oecupSed territory, the Russiin 
advance#* . Segardieg the overall manpower problem, it stateeU Htospii# 
total raoblliaatioa the sneay 1* still short of suitable manpower and 
sufficient tiae to build up rainforoeaaat# that can fight in anything 
but static postioas** 

*the only Strategy the G amass can have, at present, ie tf. 
pligr far. ti»a, isnaedistely* tine to build defences around GJ SECANT, tie 
mobilise any person capable of Winning then# tb build up so*e mobile 
reserves* to equalise Allied numerical air superiority with; yet unproven 
Jet-prcgelled pleses* to is^rove their so longer secret weapons or to 
develop sew ones, jr&iiattoly, tiae to get oat of the *>sr without 
unconditional surrender throng adroit negoti tiaa or boeacee of Allied 
weariness and disunity* 

-•flat vaaplaying to toe enemy’ g side last welt to the Wegtoto, 
frtot, and he probably feels & little sore secure today than, ha did a 
ago* In an effort to gain atr* tine ana to stall attache in top 
West totil. wlater am isp#d* toe #Wll exercise of Allied tank and a^| 
superiority*. toe eneay will probitfely stteapt to defend to® test y-a f f- 
along its entire lasgth at all tosta* In toe area trm (SH^FS Seato - 
to, the StI5f border* he may b# vtillag to fell back under pressure to 
toe Sent Well end prepared positions in tote FGS&KS Mountain#!* The to say 
pmtobly hopes- to defesd tie West *011 prto rily with -infadfcsy and 
fcaptresp troops thus-- releasing exisor for .local or strategics- reserve* 

The. «Ost serious iasaedtato enemy capability is to counterattack *ty ' 
Allied panetratioB in toe vicinity of Many with armor drato tnm tot 
HX$SfGEf? sector or. £*?»» too Third ISS Army front* Another seyiou* ,to§i$f 
bifity# less, isme&toto In .effect* ie the build up of a mobile en«irfefp4 
attacking force of Stops strength to to held in strategic rsaserv*.*'’ 

#10. took Ifedtog 14 October* 

. •Paring the peet,«toh the mm? apparently reached, the conclusion 
that the Aaertoan atoMfe at the feed point of diked efffctt 

and prtoptly moved to strengtlsaa the Itoe at that point with armor', 
drawn from bet- tbs SQrtb ato fouth* The tma?*s pries rly problem atof 
to find a method ato^iiehing tow toeired reisferceaest st toils 

sia^ltaneously coato&g. Allied feraes at other crJticel points. The 
lias of tts^muaieatien to WAXiCKEKE?!, the Rortfeara extremity of the F|gf 
AM, at MIMSffl., the corrida r leading Smm to SAARBRUSJErR snd 
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9 d«viag decided that the ««oric«a attack is tin® A&CBK3 «r©a ma-the 
•iaia Allied effort, the esasy abased a iHUngBesEg -to Td.tbd**®* foroOo 
ffros tfe yr,?2«!tS$CT sarea, fits srfUUag^es *it& which troops vev& $#)&&& 
iv&m She fblrd iiso^p fso&h possibly iadicatod the- the sotesy ^ntictpa|»* 
falliag hack ia area « -oansdlteefelo &fc»n$e, this is Me 

of the few .softer* of the rest »h*/*« the eaesgr $& able to jyield tslpfct^jr 
*S£tara& gmstg ep 5#sam MSI f&4k&r Scsffc* hosier, h$ taic? evidi rniwl 
eonassm' «*Mf> Allied sdwsaeea 10 $b* Amy fc&i# seetaii -"rid n&n - 

v.osrod JSS Phaser Brigade to 'the West of the POtSB River in’-oni^r to 
protect the position* 

"It appears that the flow of rested «nd refitted divisions s*& 
GOtJTl.ffefe.fte M.^#oS 8 to ifc© W*et has iwgtfjrotly r-tepf-ed aad t$» 

only aew civic Ras i* appear dariag the pest week its the 414 -- af aatsgr 

'iieisleo froa Farther* if a *»®f>Sy of' aew divisions sera ftftll* 

side to the ?, «st. it is ^aiikely that there wmM he as eetlve shifts 
of <&rihleus ap the lift* to dssgpr poist with thejir^sul-ta#"' 

de&iy w^ohditiffee of gasoline aid odditiasel isalstonedco sf *aa mM 
dwadssg the ■seat* Pesfibly avery aaii that' sag eyse »»!»*-' t$iy well' 
ismtaad sad sapped was racked to the freat daring S^te'Mrj 
the the-kaeea eharfcsge 4a gaeil -«*Rfe sad elherfcyiipweah is- closing. ' 
down, -ihn pxeeyaa j pMe:-«3y the f# r«4^oreo*&at e$ 'the i*“ 

fTset ere so pressing that they. are being givea priority oyer the. 
msp&ate fresi the East* thateeir the tmm twu&m aagr b»* §^ e ode 
sfa^agte *ad $l» eaeffiy iwplt 'tbw^ease shift- his 

a* Wt ha m& fxm, ®sw dahgax point to aostheir* Sfe® iBS 
*«fc r^arded as the asH dasgerotyt e few meeks -ego sad for|ss steyi 
tho.t area* She British ottaefe i» tha Sorlh pradheed a n«-.! farmer _ 
aa4 fs^foss were seat there, froo §JSPJJ8r oat first -SS Aaggr ffco at* aHr 
iUGBM «t,^a«k is the third o«Bg«»e«» demlsppest but e£&o«i no acre 
ntmi^th eats* frost HE&MX?* it mas a«ee«9*rr to draw fw?s ih* Slo#^ 

■ ho- -So*tfe -«f Smith iA this lastanae* If the attack i« preset 
s|fi#tlag prooese «ey be ei^-ftctod to caatlaos asi it is »0C««liS 
that the SoutSiera «S«tor will faraish. additioisel reiaforceiiertte 




.ttir 



*%* oa^f- io oaatiseed to plgr for tise in tfeiefr to prepare 
reh'aild bis srisai’ftd foraes .-uM jwrienieh his fir forte* if’ is’ evicss 
S«t ie. air pother- Wif§i&p&$# sjafestantiel prcgroes sad thi lack ©f' : 
ideaMfloat^m of 'iMMoOi’^eer di5rta.iw» for « 'aaag.jj#-**^ ^ 

tfeK.t ho etill- ialM^s to 'ia^ld & S&M3& sCHa&t»mttaekiB| 
stratOffie re**r*e« ’ fOiisi’hijf he ad^t svsg&sasextt thio, if 

p^mi^g hf ra yfe t o j^j g ^aeaie of the -nano in 'the- llso with ,. { 

getherlfig also- es S|3edi«te teolioii. reform* l^ery icdioatioa . 
t» «» enw i»te?it^6 of • tubhor defensa to geia tie© saw 1$ the 
period at ees^iirat^le <|olet that oeowted i a ^eftesber tW 
shorn e stufprleiajf power of reoapem ti©«# The ©aesv h«e also shosgt 
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*©&# of tha fcrtrsse battalion# into el«efc>XAnsd and «ontne»il©d. 
divisions* Daring Sctotna* established division* or nowly brought up 
divisional st»* fs absorbed aaijy *£ these units, Battle groups aad 
temporary divie ons known ordj By fcha nane<t of tbeSr oww-anderp. began 
to be replaced By .recognised ny»fe«»red tllvisioas* 

*Tb# third phase me the Mthdraeal fro* the linn- ct a large 
j.-'-rt- of the f«na#r ferae for e©« lets reeiisd sad refitting* In tb$* . 
mn&»T the «rte»y tap* to build «T substantial oounter-a ita efetog forge 
to scope- -a fee with a rejuvenated sad enlarged air force. 7b© aoMetas&eat 
of this air® required set wly the ability to produce the necessary mm 
and otittipaent bat depended alec on the eneey* a ability to dieeagag* 
these forces- and stil retain sufficient sfcreogtb in the line to csastoin 
toe Allied advance within reasonable Had a* la this the vmsmj wae 
.-re 1 toly aided by rather that »oe unfavorable to the Allied advance and 
by Allied supply difficulties* 

U T% is clear* that the iucrcsee In fighting valuer of eneffiy 
force# .is feat cannot he ganged by the four asw divisions tba& 

arrived daring the nonth, The taps© gala has been through reorgaalafc&on 
sah the ©f cot feae hem to weld a large & sber of ai ieacllabeaua -Mai 
poorly trained unit© into er-i'snieed divisions and armies* ffce best 
indication of the iagportaao# of thfte gain Is that the eaeagr in spite 
of withdrawing 1I& 3%oa«r BAwsiea to tactical reserve, 11 Fanaer 
Pivcioa perhaps alee to tactical reserve, end fear or five; store ganger 
divisions probably to mere distent areas for rest and refitting, 
still dered to attack tfe# Mtlst la the direst Ion of *i^t a 

passer and a strong Paazsr Grenadier division* 



“Use ene$y Is capable of costimiag the p roes ita attach In 
th® areas with reiijfarcessBta drawn frea strategic armored 

reserves, However, with the bese of the British salient go eiden^i 
as to reduce its iTB&p&raMiity aaa the attack now aoeting lacreanni^ 
resist***©#, it eceas# unlikely that the ens*y sill press ea attack bassard 
/ISfWIS? that sill affaire depletion of armored reserve* li eseae were 
likely that the ctie#y sip. caatiisie, without S*^>1© teles, the buiMrhg 
of Ms long needed .eawsred reaarve unless and until Allied- thrust* 
eastward de%aM it* eaployswit. The ibmss 1 #*# ffiost likely am. serins# 1 
oapebilily would nom appear to bo a cont#ratt*ek ?tih ,:tro&g feres# 
of Fsassr reserves gainst spy Allied lar*tife»ii&es#b in tfe©> Math c# 'PArct 
A*ny enstKr# wM©’h three tone to pnefe oar adfsnn# to the SitSM, Ft^^ipors, 
the CAf ic capable #f providing sttSontaatially increased figfctsr stnoagth 
for the snf •'•port ©f snob a coontoratt *ck , Although the deter iorr. tiiMt oaf 
bhs Gerfisa eoomjjy fees apparently caused a oemoentration of OSSaAS^# 
iner#eM»d filter twmgtfe f«r the defence of the PJ2XCB ayainst etjat^euic 
b^biisg, there sesme little doubt that the ®ajer effort cf the GAF ^-Jd 
be diverted to ground sup ort whenever the gita tion on the S?cr-t»«a 
front, been n c;rlt-lual, * 
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/ 13. Seek nnsflng 4 Wov* 

*2, General fmmary. 

"Turing the past week tlia eaeay sawed divisions. locally W 
opi os« ? Xliod attack® ia both the Sortheya and Southern sorters of 
the front, reinforced the AAGU83 area and continued the building -op 
•y- mobile V eiieal raservee and ths foren-tios of an «e»or?j strategic 
reserve. 



*?fee only new arid v©X oa the Western front during the peg$#A 
r * been the IS Tolkagranctdier division* This is is crontrest to the 
ui'vLvsX ®f 369 lR/«Bfcry revision sad the reappear-sne® of 91 and 361 
'in aetcy Civieios© She preceding wesfe* However, is spite of lack of 
identifioatioaa it ia apparent that esse raiafvresaeate aid arr.'ve*. 
Tactical r ©conaal ssasee late ia fche week shc^ad what appeared to be 
heavy troop saw ©seats iate the Sorthera part of First tf? Array* s sector. 
Whether vrrivala were new Infantry dlvla ns, a part of the newly 

id®nti£l&d SlTStl Paster Araj fre» I at of the RBISF , or as* roly a part 
ef the forces held behind the line is taetioal r- serve, such as 2 &r 
9 ? anaer ISiviaioa*, is not yet clear. Siaasre •esks have not b*en 
reported is sny ef these movements, it is conceivable that the .j.eve&enua 
’•■ay account for the arrival of infa&fcry only. It is not likely 
that the 8ex*m®t High Co&>sand will see fit to expend its last reserve 
of armor W*«tt ef the 5SUKS, at least sot u&til vital areas 'are 
threatened. 'This sill certainly be tme us- long as tactical reserve# 
ia the fears* of 2, 9, 136 sad 3® S0 Passer Si-ri&iase exist ia -Use iosptfa 
and 11 Passer is available .la the South, possibly bolstered by other 
aobile a»i s* 

n As Allied preeevtre ia the Worth and the South develops {Heri^g 
N ! ov«s»fc*r the &may is fully capable of ieerersiag the rate of x*eisf«r#e~ 
rant to the West* If this pressure results ia a rsajor breakthrough 
Usreataaiaig. baridgah^ade over the 8HISI, the September expeddLeafc of 
raafciag a large nwafeer of units 1st® action say well be repeated. It Xs 
virtually impossible to estimate accurately such reinf&roeetent in qaagtl- 
tatiye teuss ei#ee the actual rate- of reioforceaent depend© not only 
,-n th* ©itufefioa :i» the ''set bat also on the gravity of the -Russian 
threat in the asst. Sith the Stuniasi driving through HWt&lS? to?®a»de 
?rBS"‘ A «Iy 130 niies distant and their Sorfchera uriv# pushing well into 
F. AFT PldTPIA the dseesdst-far rein forcemeat ia the East promise to be very 
eoBpelXlng* 

"For reinfor#i«me«t of the Western front, thesat&yx enemy 
«lr m prise- rily oa his uncommitted diviaioas ia GSiMANT and ia 8&bJs8$MKlAm 
. is ferae 1 © in Southeastora WW?E are likely to be drawn into the 8mm tea 
struggle and th^-re is little evidence t at he is preparing to release spy 
sub* antial .force* free ITALY fvaring Wovnaher. fvsn if a fe® dividit®# 
can be released ia I'/ALX, the Ruagariea front ie likely to ©onpuae them. 
The eaessy 5 © chief r<?s« ve of rested add re«^quipp«4 divieeng for use ia 
th* e st la vstda th® five arsaored divisf-.n© report' d to b« tadw 
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Sixth P&nser Arwy in the BISUfSIi) ar m and three parachute div&al ims 
t>*t do sot *;} «er te be heavily oossdtted, la addition te this grot^}, 
the 2 Faassr t’lvif&oa should be rtfiniti as ia rase?** allies it Ms 
not been seriously coaaiited for * long period. 2a GfeKAJff and I®-** 
POLAS? there «w 13 divisions which are avail ble to the Patsiora asd. 
Cetera frosts and though the actual disposition eannot be determine*! 
it hardly see*# possible that acre than eight et e modus® will coee 
to the West, fro* SCA9&XSAYXA it i» possible that three or four divisions 
might arrive £roe NORWAY and oaa from PTf&tAXX while none are expected, 
directly free fJKLAPP* The area* to which aoeh reinforeecesta eight 
owe is, of iwm, unknown bet there seen# little reason to doubt 
'SSilS* i»aaitit* te yreeearaiet^ 

direction ef tooQNB hw tba nVR end lean ae»a it l fe is the death** ■ . 



#U« Week Ending U *>▼, 

*T1» easy continued on the defensive along the entire Eastern 
from t daring the week eseded 11 th Worm dew with activity on e rdativS^ 
wall aerie North of the SOSE'XE, South of the NGSWIUS, the Germs 
First Ayny ms fully occupied in 'ef ending against the offensive of 
the Third A r »y that began on the morning of the 8th if Etovetnber<» 



900 

•The key to the enay* a essential capabilities and intentions tsuib 
be found in the die-portion of bie.Fanser and Fanxar Grenadier divisions. 
There is non opposing the Sixth A ay Groug>£ and there ere bat throe 
opposing the Third A *jr*a sdvanos’w; ds as already mode ea.be t&nttsl 
progress, Tha 116 th raster and the 3rd Fanner Gnwsdisr are, at lee c tape 
ia part, eomltted agaiast the First Ajjw/'a salient S»et of A&SHfW, 

Tha 9th Panser is located at TSSJjO, . the 10th S£ is believed located 
last of ATtVailb' ’and 15th Faaxcr Grenadier and 2nd Fanner are unlocated, 

1 S&p 2S-S, 9#s, 12Sf and Paaeer UHR have been out of tha line for 
weeks and are believed to be resting anti refitting in the FADS8B08H •> ' i 
area of Korthwost GFi&AHY, Photo reconnaissance of 6j?h Wovwober, 
covering .possible entraining et^tioas in the PATERiORM area, reveled 
that the aain PAPSRBCIUf railway station w*ic heavily locaded inolwfiing 
easy Hate* Foot traiaayere present, two of which were in sotlceu 
sidings near SAB UPF8TRINQ and DSXtfEUy&St were eeot^ied eeialy ty 
espty fists, Thife brave activity probably indic tas preparation far 
s aoveeent free that area. 



•the most important capabilities relate to hie eaplcnsirxi 

of this snbatatntial panaer reserve on which be east base bis chief 
hasp of averting defeat this year, Xt la possible that sees of these 
divisions say be brought doom to oppose the Third A advance, However 
the envoy baa shown gr- at sensitivity to our attack* la the salient 
East of AACHEN and it la believed that he will protect the general 
ares Flat of GOIXGRS with say divisions which may be available free 
Me panter raswrvw even though tbafaiiore to eopllye ao«a of these 
divisions against the Third Amy may necessitate withdrawing trader 
pressure ia that area to the ttSt tALL, The eneey'a *oat likely 
capability 1# believed to be the strong reinforces *ct of the areas 
Northwest, West or Southwest of CGLGGKFA with all available pause? 
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reserve* for attack on the Northern fi&ak of the Niifch Affiy or the 
Southern flunk of tho VII Corpe for for oounternttaok against any 
further Eastward advance toward COLOGNE. 

#15* Week Siding 18 Nov. 

*lo General Samaary 

*The en«ay*e appreciation that the major Allied offensive had 
opened in the Nest last week was shown by a hspty redisposition of 
dividions to meat local tactical situations and a hurried flow of low- 
grade infantry dividions to the Best, whiAe holding the Sloth Panzer 
Army poised in strategic reeerre. 

*The enesy’s supply of amor in tactical reserve, with the 
possible exception of 10 SS ana 2 -Panzer Divisions, has now been 
utilised . The early arrival of 9 *ahzer idirixi a^ g x p i ^ s snd 
15 Panzer Grenadier Divisions to m t«fc the thrust North of ESCEWE3LES, and 
complete absorption of 11 and 21 Panzer assisted by 25 Panzer Grenadier 
Division in attempting to stem the Third I© Array attack across the 
MOSELLE now leaves additional r»©r*d elements to be supplied primarily 
by Sixth Panser Army. The paucity of inftmtry reserves war amply illus- 
trated by the arrival on the front during the week of threw new infan- 
try division?, all of which werobeing rsfortasd in PCLAMD or Extern 
'IPrMANI p.l a the record itment of the reformed 338 Division? In September 
the Germans rushed sows 18 divirions to the Rest, whereas in October 
ther were onlyfour new arrivals? Perhaps the number of divisions 
arriving in November will approsimste the total for September, eight 
new arriviis, including 25 F&nztr Grenadier, bavin, y already appeared, 
six of them during the past week. Evidently newly-formed Infantry 
divisions oosdng into the Asst are not yet considered battleworthy, 
since they unusually take up quiet sectors of ths front replacing more 
battle-tried divi alone which move to active areas. However, in addition 
to the flow of new divisions to the West, mn 8th Parachute Division is 
rumored to be forming, whlls 2 Parachute Division is possibly re- 
forming in HOLLAND. Cn the aesumptiom that perhaps three of the Sixth 
Panzer Army divisions are a ire c’y Feet of the RHINE* reinforces nts 
to the fee tern front during November have been considerable. 

*The enemy thus far h?s demanatrated considerable skill in 
shifting divisions to meet vitally threatened arena and in employing 
tactical armored reserve? to absorb* the initial force of Allied , 
attacks. In the way of mobile tactical reserves he still has 10 SS 
Pamer Division, reported moving South in the VSNLO area, and also 2 
Panzer Division which is reported in the I' 8£h r GKKN=<} LADBACK area. While 
the precise location of Sixth pen tor Army is not known, peristent 
etateaenta hr prisoners of war to the effect that 2 $S end 12 £8 Pester 
Divisions aro West of the RH2A7! continue to be received, with a poss- 
ibility that 1 $S and 9 88 are also there. Visual reconnaissance during 
the week has reported heavy concentrations of troop trains in the 
GIESSEN area, which detraining West of the SHINE has centered in the 
DOREN-ifKE^FNBEOICH-COLCXJNE end AAABBRUCKEX-SAAiC TUG areas. r Gathe r, 
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however, has prevented reconnaissance on th# GSNABKUI&K-RBHR lines? * 
Tbs f.-ci th«t none of the division# which were reported arriving ft on / 
the CSMABRUECK area as early as 16 Jteveaber have been eoaaaitted nay . 
indicate that Sixth Passer Any will be used as a unit and then not. 
until a break-through of the ROES River defense lino? The large flow 
of rail traffic, including flat oars with tanks, through SAARBRUCAEH at 
the close of thw week my seen that Third US dray sector is to receive 
s division fro# Sixth Passer Ar»y? If such is the casv,Fan*er LEHR 



If a 



likely candidate „ 



V. •; *The ttoet import nt enesy capability related to the esg»leya«nt of 
$ioth Pauser AjS^r particularly as it isa/ be supported by a large fight sr 
force? Geroan fighters have not put in a large -soale eppearace since 
the 8$RSE3ijRG ; awi$ r by the Eight Air Pore# and their recent inactivity 
may perhaps be explained by preparation for heavy awpport of ground 



forces? 



•So far the en'e y he# not produced the counter-attack or counter- 
offensive punch which Sixth P*nser, with perhaps fOO tanks, it capable 

• of delivering* The delay in employing this Amy ,«y have been due to 
transport difficulties or simply prehiens birt it seme nora likely 

that the onexy believed that conditions were not yet ripe for its employ- 
Kent* She necessity for launching a strong counter-attack to stop an 
Allied thrust toward COLOGNE or the RUHR has not yet arista. On the 
other hand If the enemy intends tc launch a major cotmter-*of f e an i va 

• against any A lied aa.iient East, of AACHEN designed to reeat^blsh the 
flEGFRIEP Line positions or to cripple American forces in this area, 
the most opportune tine will presta&bly cone when our attack# have spent 

■ their force and owr supplies ere dwindling* The eneay is thus in the 
position of hclding hus tttndh and awaiting developments? 



"If our attacks can be contained by the infantry and the tactical 
reserves that have been committed, it is obvious that the eneay will 
have no necessity for employing his strategic Panser reserve in an 
essentially defensive counter-attack? He will then be in a pdsitlon 
to launch a major counter-offensive or move ©me or all of the elements 

• of Sixth Panser Army to Amy Group G or to whatever vital area is 
seriously threatened. However, in view of the eneay* e probable apprea 
elation of the strength, behind the attacks of the Ninth and First 
Armies and His great anesliivifcy to any advr.nca toward COLOGNE and iho 
RUIIR, it Is .unlikely that he will move Si th Panser A ^jsy fron this area 
tinless an equBlly grave threat develops in some other sector? A breach 

• of the REFT WALL in th# Amy Group G area or « rapid «dv nee by the 
British toward the RUHR night prerent such a threat.* 

#16. Reek lading 25 »ov. , 

*1? General Suhswty? 

•Sinct 4 Nove«ber— fo«r d#ys before the start of the offensive— 
the enejy has brought &6 divisions to the Western Front, 30 infantry, 

5 Fanner and one Panser Grenadier? It is estimated that the enemy has 
suffered approxi* tely 1009000 casualties on the whole front since the 
offensive began? 
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£ "To- counter aiqr. Allied -e^loll^tioh, °£r-^ in the 

f . U !>. Ti C* "i n 4" V) Ct A-ii OT-TVM -T-jv^^a ra'r,^ rn«*-v4 + 1.^ . -tl***w m, 4‘V 



po - COLOGNE and 

lire's or into 



] L Line in the AACHEN area and^ meet 

i\ ther Gernans have' sent iiitoTttie line- in th£tiu| 

the imn^diate vicinity of the front 5, i^an^^ , ’jtM:-' 6j3M ^hr 'divisions.--- • . ' 
Faced y/ith a second thrust of incresaigiy alaniing 'p^|ortiohs ^ the 
enemy -has been forced to send 3 infantry, two"£«nA«»vfflfirt :,~,nk Pomoi- ':\. b- 



s 



one Panzer 

Grenadier divisions to parry the blow of the directed 

tov-ardi $,he SAAK Basin and the SIEGFRIED. ’ Line 'sfcu.th o?^RIER.' -In a 
futile;; effort to stop a blow’ anticipated too Is'te, tii.d §GermahE 'sent 

lU ~ ~ „ X Z 2. ’ • 3 jj r _L L * T-’l _ ’ T x^tttA "■ ^ . Fj 



three infer. try divisions and diverted Panzer ^iR^jan^ao. Panzer Grenadier 
the Third Army sector' to opjTose the attacict- thepSixth Army " 









irom 

Group towards the RHINE between KAIUjSRUffi. and" EASEL* 

, 11 The- chief development, in jlbhe" past week •ffeot|in£ riitnuy . capa- 
bilities is the form ’tiori of .the' VOSGES trap which ;/s£e&s : . likely to ... \Lj- 
force the bulk of the German Nineteenth Army to .witKdrS^^ across -.the 'f'. ' 
LINE. | The enemy undoubtedly will : appreciate that this ''defeat- will , 
allow the Sixth Army Group to direct a large part of itai^forces North-W;. 
ward against the WE:'T AALL in cooperation "v ith. Third- Armt? forces. The : ; y 

act tils the Sixth Panzer Army is /concentrated , ih the. CG'LCGNE Sorri'dor . , , 
necessitates placing itajor emphasis on the enemy capabilities of using. ' 
these forces in either a counters tj tacking or s counteroffensive role f 
in the first and H : *n h US Army sectors.' The growing threat to the AEST; 

A ALL from TRIER to KARLSRUHE, however, is- likely to increase the enemy* s 

. l _ . . _ j. • i -1 'L V i » ■’* v-j' ' _ . • 'i _ - ' J i ♦ . 



reluctance to commit and tie down this armored reserve jinless he is 
forced to do so or unless he feels| confident of a decisive victory. 
Thus, while- 
Sixth h a nzer 



it is likely that he would employ a part or all of^ the 
Ayjny in a counter-attack against any ' brwidgehea.es East 
of the' RCER, inconjunction with flooding the river*, in order to protect 
the COLO .KE Corridor, it seems unlikely that he would bri rig them 



Apst ard across the hOER To commit t era in a major counter-offensive. 
This counter-offer-si ve use of the Sixth Panzer Army is a capaoilitjwx 
th' t appears le -s probable now than it. did a week a 6. V. ’ • " . . 



Heavy reinforcement of the , WEST WALL from . TRIER to ,;KARi£Ri..'HE 
seems almost . certaip. For this purpose, it seems likely that ’reinforce- 




9 -- -scaping f/ _ . ^ t 

forcement is' likely to be started promtly and carr'ed but rapidly.- Whether 
uni ' s of the Sixth Panzer Army will also move from COLOGNE, to the rear , 
of the 'WELT .'.ALL between -TRIER, and : KAIff5RUHE depends on Allied pressure 
and proprees in each. area. Without jdohbt these, forces which .represent 
the enemy's only mob le armored reserve in ' the >4 t will be employed 
at the.poi-t of gre test danger. If the drive to the V-EET J.’ALL :ln the p- 
Couth 'gathers momentum and ,a serious break-through pppears imminent 



i 



and if ' at the : ame time' the Allied (forces in. the N 0 rth are being held 



by troops in the line, a moyemeuV South of. at. least- •: p»rt : of Sixth 
FarzeryArmy would 'seem almost- certain. If the First and Ninth .Army 
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-ife+y*'. 
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' ■ <^. A»fiiii».‘t«ar : t be 

eneny was able to contain the drives of the Rlnth Asad Firrt U«S, 

Armies without committing ary of the four SS penser divslens of Sixth 
Panser Army which are held in r«serr^ presuns bly in Use general arm 
?©st of COlfGSEo . In the XX Corps sector of the Third U»£;« Away 
the 90th Division is disposed along the west bank of the SAAB and ±3** 
!^rik)dbcs±8*3ESxi3 | 0Ssft units of the 95 th Division have extabliehed a 
br’dgehtfld across the SAAB at fMViAUTERiT* Farther Couth the XLl 
Corps is ad* anclng on a five-div'sion front toward the ’*£ST RAM* french 
forces in the Sixth Aj«y Group are slowly tightening the rooss on 
the GeriRAr* 'Nineteenth >.rs*y and the Seventh US Arsty is turning Sbrth*= 
ward toward the VEST I.AIA on the right flank of Third U£ Ar»y<. The 
pressure of Allied attacks along the whole Western front is being 
felt by the noemy to a gre . ter extent that is indicated Merely by 
Allied gain Be Attrtition of eneay troops is running at a high rate* 
baring Hovosiber enemy casualties on the Twelfth Away Group’ front amounted 
to ap\ rovitirvtely lOG^OOQ men* 

*The enemySe defensive plan fees been quite clear fro soae 
tinec It involves all-out defense at the ROPR River beyond which 
Allied advance? would oonstluie at* immediate threat to the RUHR, 

Pursuant to this plan the remnants of some twelve infantry and four 
pan sor~ type divisions ere now crowded onto a front barely thirty miles 
long* Many of these .divisions# howpeyxr, have been badly decimated 
and possess little fighting falueo "feme unite have been merged into 
single oo’tHnands while others are known to be in a very weak condition o 
In fast the ’.'..twelve infantry divisions say not have an a ctt»l strength of 
more than four equivalent division** The attrition of the divisions 
in the line in the AACHSH; sector, is producing an acute situation for the 
eneiay bat 00 far he has managed to avoid the piecemeal commitment of 
the four reffieiniag diyid ions of Si;. th fenser ArKfi, 

'V^In -fptte : of the indications of btavy attrition aiid resultant 
weakness ''ill the AACREH sector# the priority in reintoremeni seems 
voiy recently to have shifted to areas further infantjy 

Division has juat . copse into . tb» • sector '-Ifarth. tRlER* The 

245 Infantry Division has also coma Into the line opposing the Seventh 
US Army nm*thweot of HiCfSAU. Tae^^^reooanaiseanoe indicates that 
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additional divisions have arrived or aye on the way to roinforoo the 
line in the third 1 and &*eww Seventh Cgf Aiwy areas* 

•the en*ai£f , e plan in the Third 0$ Amy sector and in the 
sector of Sixth Aj4iy Grm$> aay have been to withdraw under pressure 
to ths&OT between BASEL and UBISmSB end to the WEST WALL between 
KAELCRtiHK and TRIER. It ip doubtful, however, that the enemy expected, 
to withdraw so feat or under eo such pressure. 

*fh® pneai? now is tthreatened with a possbile break-through 
of the EES? TjMIf by units of both the Third egd Seventh SS Amies* 

. ftiia is a threat second only ia Importance to the threat to the RfRRo 
She' enemy 'probably can ot'hojd the WEST WALL .between. WUOSRBItE and TRIER* 
or se&l off ponair tiona of this lino without bringing additional 
:;*'P«n*er relnforceaentsto this area. The SndPanser Division, unlocated 
for a long tine f »fty be a caddioeteV However , it, will probably be 
insufficient, and the enetoy oust then decide whether to move any part 
of all of the Sixth Panser Arsy from the COLSCrRB Ar&au '/ 

•AT no time since September hae such a critical dlleema 
c nf rented the ensiay. It would seem doubtful that the enetay can hold in 
the AACHFK area without committing the Sixth ^anser Army., H also eesiaa 
doubtful that he can hold the WEST V.'ALL in the South without additional 
reinforcements, including armor,. The eueay stay have to divide the Sixth 
Panaer Aray thus risking defeat both in the North and in the South, or 
if he holdsLixfcb Panaer Angr in the North, run a good chance of the 
Third and SevenihES Armies reaching the MINE this year in the area of 
MAINE. Pina ly, tc solve this problem with reinforcements from the 
Russian front i e to invite disaster in the East.* 

i’18. %»ek Ending §9 December. 

•I. General Smrcery. 



•It is now certain that attrition ie steadily sa pping the 
strength of German forces on the Western front and that the crust of 
dsvsnees is thr inner, more brittle and more vulnerable then it ap pears 
on our G-2 o.sps or to the troops in the line. 

•Two outstanding facts support this unqualified 

•a. His first is'tiat there ie ample oyidenc* that the strength 
of the infantry divisions that have b en in the line on active sectors 
nines the beginning of our offensives ha© bean out at least 50$ and 
several other divisions are known to !u. vs been virtually destroyed* 

It is true that these eaaeiated. divisions are supported by ten bettered 
Fanser or P user Grenadier ty e divisions which aaks up the tactical 
reBCjhres and by the fattenting and still untouched Siartih SS Pansar 
Away* it is also evident, however, th*t to keep these infantry dividiom 
aliVe at all th* «nemy has had to give them alaort daily transfusions 
fro* the fortress ttrap troope which were once counted at a separate 
of strength* ' • _ u . , v , •...,; 
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Documentation. 



"b. The second fact is that^ While the enemy' g min Jot* • rep' i cement 
need in the face of our offensives is twenty divisions^ «?3ftonth| r. the 
estimated total 'vailable to [h mi from all sources, for t§S f»r* geeable 
future, is fiftenn a month. Recently the enemy has not- even bei n able' i 
keep up this rate-his replacement rite 'for several week|J1feiagl^nly 
tee or three a week. -iJX' ■ - ■ 

"These two basic facts— the deat&y wekfness of thS^ridiylJ.i^i ^ 
infantry division in the line, plus the inevitability $j|*the. eiJeny ■ ' 
falling still further in replcement' arrears— make it certain t#*t V * ; 
before long .he will not only fail in his current att- mp.^to ♦iwgraiT*-' 
and rest his tactical reserve but he will be forced to 'commit ill least 
pnrt of his Panzer Amy to the line. ■ ' ?«&-’ . 1 * 



"The enemy's primary capabilities continue to relate to;. t)|e employe 
ment of the Sixth SS Panzer Ajjsy but- it may not be possible fo$* the..'’ 
enemy to have complete freedom of choice as", to the, time and pints* of . ' * 

its employment. The situation is booming similar to that*whio^|«cirted 
at CAEN and IT. ID. In the ITOEMANDY situation the enemy com*if|t*d 1. ' ; 
his armor, at CAEN with the result th t. when he needed It to ecwtrol- ' 
the ST. LG break-through he had .difficulty in disengaging it. |flt was , 
badly battered by the time it could be brought against the American 
forces. A break-through by the Third and SWehth ii^oe/jnr^ld 
easily develop into a similarly, disastrous ’ *«rnd run* and R0ffi(£BDf ; 
app'ears to be determined to avoid the NGWANDf UlMTAfffaalx adJttake. 

The decision to commit it will be forced .upon him, however, by Allied s' 
pressure and hie inability to supply adequate infantry reinforcements 
to the line. The enemy, furthermore* may have lit. le discretion as 
to whether he will commit this armor in the North or in the South. : 
RUNDSTETT must appreciate that a breakthrough in the COLOGIflt->IIDSSELDC'RF 
area spells disaster. This is amply demonstrated by the fact that he 
immediately looated this armor behind the line in that area, lie must 
also realize that, a break-through of the WEST WALL in the STRASSBOURG- 
SAAR area would also have the gravest consequences. If the situation 
deteriorates seriously in the South, he will be forced to transfer aone 
of the armor quickly to that area. At the same time, he must keep a v 
strong reserve in the North to deal with a potential breakthrough in 
that area. 

"If lack of adequ te infantry reinforcements requires the commit- 
ment of his strategic reserves, the enemy's capability of counter-attack- 
ing any bridgeheads established East of the ROER is greatly diminished. 
Similarly the ca- ability of mounting a tmx major counter-pf eneive 
would be virtually destroyed if his armor is already engaged. All of 
the enemy's major capabili tiles, therfore, depend on the, balance betweeh .. 
the rate of attrition imposed by the Allied offensives ^^d the rate of 
infantry reinforcements. The balance at present is in fayor of the Allies. 
'.Yith continued Allied pressure in the South and in the $£>rth the 
breaking point may develop 'suddenly and without vrarning>" 



4 



<Jj>, r-ocua#ntBiBdSi e I D : A5 5777 6 



Ending 1 262400 Daceabtr, le an t*# feted 19 PeofH*«p* 

^r COTQStll SlWURitT. 

¥h# ens^ on 16 Beoasfeer opened hi* highest offaanlva since 
the beginniiig of tha oaiapeign in Western EDBfPE. By taking fall dfivsm~ 
tags of adverse wdaiher conditions whi h restricted Ailed rmom&lsmm a 
and by rigidly applying radio silences, he skillfully regrouped Ms 
forces and launched attacks slawlatanacrusly at five places along 
ae ehiy ailee of the central part of the 1 astern front. The skill In 
regrouping *nd launehingthe simultaneous attacks achieved a high dagrao 
of surprise, The elesent of surprise >ae heightened by the ene»y*a 
difu-agard of terrain !® selecting the points of attack and he threw 
h : s armred forces into sectors considered illyadapted for the use of 
tanks.. He etrto^.-wakjy bald a^i£_ which haAl1 ij^: :y^et for. .abny,; neaka. .. 
fo;'»akitttnitt - surprise aa long as * possible, Ms atlaeks iMiialiyin aany 

appearance of reconaaigfanca in force 0 St 
Vag not until the night of 1<V~I7 D#c«®ber that he showed hie fchnd 
coapletely by utilising airberaed forces end asking his greatest air 
effort since early la the SOl^AHlf ea^aiga 0 

L ■■ *Xn the Weekly Intelligence Summary dated 12 Eecwaber an 
analogy was drawn between the then current situation and that which 
existed at CAJEN and OT. 10. Tho chief similarity was th&t attrition 
appeared to be wearing down the ensay* a infantry s'Sength to a point 
at which it was possible that at ST. W ♦and-rua 1 might develop through 
the restore of the American Third and Seventh Araies. The great dissin« 
ilsrity, as pointed out, a s that the entity reserve? , both tactical 
and strategic, wore largely free and available for eaploysento It seemed 
likely that the sneay would bo forced to cenalt these reserves due to 
his increasing weakness in infantry forces since It was not clear that 
lie could bring forward sufficient infantry replacements. 

*The analogy tith CASH and ST. 10 has now brokets down. 

Tho ontvry decided not to await the inevitable result of the wearing- 
down process. He decided to seise the initiative, to commit his reserves 
momentarily, and to gamble all on the auoceaa of a single, bold stroke. 
Rather than tho ST. 10-CAF!! situation, the present attack bears a 
strong resemblance to hi* efforts to sees his forces and to break 
through at &0RTAI8 in order to cut the Allied bottleneck at AVRMCHES. 

At yCBTAIJI, .XK& &’ dbcidOd^-pv rhaps aided by the fHIi?mfe in$uitioii«- 
to gamble all on ©no operation. Ho lost. Tho fundamental factors in the 
curreht situation «re einilsr. Faced with Inevitable* disaster, JUJHIDSTf&i' 
or 8ITXER' decided that a hege and decisis*' gable was justified. W3tiD&TF£?S 
Informed the soldiers of the Western front that the hour of destine had 
struck and that a eight offensive faced the Allies with worthing at 
stake. His weary infantry divisions were left in the line stM all of 
the recently brought-tq? inantry divisions war committed. Six Of the ten 
divisions in his ta otieal r serves and four . of - his six ; iiwpi^ad/diviat«»> • 
in.strategic raeerve 'ware thrown into the battle. Suoceea.ln this offor 
will be seriously dsaaging to the teerican forceai failure will be " * 
disastrous to. tha Garmams, In visw pf the despeyrata aptura of thls _./ 
daolsioa,' the ansay must W expected to hr leg to bear all available 
forces on the ground and in the air and to employ every weapon at his 
c<ai:Aod with tha probable axdettion of gas. 
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Extracts ftoa daily Periodica* 

#192* X4 ■ 

R l* Enemy Operations and Units is Contact* 
a. Twelfth Arwy Group* 

(1) Ninth US Amy. *„ 

(2) First OS- Anqr,; 



, . - ■ , ■ © » .... 

In the Northern VJIZ Corps worn, vehicular 
t&mxc X&i observed moving north from Ofc’.Cirf (M0&) ’#na-BrJUtSmp, 
Should these movements. prove to bo of « divisional scale, 
13 Infantry Diralon rauldbe the most likely candidate for a shift 
to the ne^ly developing danger sone* 



>an*x:i 





*$o A Pi? taken on, 6 Dec claisss to have heard at the and 
of Noy that as soon ae the ; Allies, -crossed, the Rf.iSE %v*r, the SSCivs 
in reserve there were to oounter-a- taok. TheLnf taaffe will make its 
appearance and supiort the attack* ; 



# 194 * I 5 ie 00 &- 16 IB 0 QA Dec* 

«lc Enemy Operations end Unite in Contact* 
Twelfth Army Group* 

(1# Ninth Uf Ar ; y. 

(2) First US Amy. 



•The sudden attacks and Beamingly overpowering 
array of six enemy divisions identified within twelve hours hbould not 
bg misinterpreted* The quality of divisions involved, the piecemeal 
efforts to launch ?cale attacks and the apparent lack of long 

rer<ge objectives would seem to Unit the eneay* & threat* Kcre exactly, 
the enmy appea s to be launching a major diversionary attack to force 
the hurled si t-hdraw'-al of our divisions frost the vital COLOGNE and 
CAAR River aro.*.£ to scot the F.IFEL throat* Until the laagMtu d« of the 
mstsy 1 a- attack increases in more cohssiye action or until one or more 
eleiaents of the Si^th S3 Falser A^sy ape oocaaltted.^oa the VIII Corps, 
front, 'the day's events cannot be regarded as a major 'long term tfcrestc 

#195* l6im)0A»me^A Pec* 

•l'» Enemy Operations and Units in Con* riot. 

a. Twelfth Army Group* 

,;r.;-.. . ;•'■'• At) aiath us Amy. 

(2) First US Amy. p 



Xt ap, ear© that a strang countaroHjf feaeiv* 1 
:fe-is been launched ty the eneay, the 12 88 f%nmr Division moving 
torard ST. UITK(Pg6$?) and VklttWiilFms) from the north and east 
uiid Pansar Bivtsidn ewving toward j$T. TTTK fr<m the southeast. 



Captured docuaenta indicate that ST. JTTffH 



ta the first objective 



itt 
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in tidff am to be followed by exploitations to the west and hortbwuet, 
possibly With IllXi£{X4 739? in ninSo The secondary InU r , appears 
still to be the relief of* our strong pressure in the (P J06NE and SAAR, 
•River sectors end the continued threat of steady pret-rora on 'the 
central VTXI Corps front* Should ..the enemy believe that ha is succeeding 
in his counter-offensive , It is not impossible that tl* father half of 
th» Sixth SS Fanser Army nil! attcapt e drive to the t; athwest aloes’ 
the'«8^. : feirer- : lJpfl« the generaiarea of XRICBOT? (F01^7) 

^ ■ onpr • - . , 

~ OFFMTJGW . ■ 

^ ' five pages of translated captured. doom ?it» by the 
10$th Infantry Division fan 16 Docsaber were cited fro# the First 
. SfSs '■:&&&*: s' -4®2V,FerifadHKc' #190, 1? Pec6*ber„ Jibe dc©t»j'*ntis:. pertained 
to C^ar.^tlon Gr^Fp'.thfa Orders efthe £&y of 3$J&p ffab^-r^hy f : 'Cer ‘sin 
cocuiiaiBdei’h^ ' etc P '■timvifax'P ika fai'ittsd ms the na jor docoeent' ©f all, 
the Order of the £ Ay ^ 16 Dedemher,; by the 0 in B Jftest, YonRundsMsito 

#19?o 19 See* Order of Battle Notes, Annex 1* 

; , - ^!io O i> O ‘ . 1 ‘ - ■ 

, .- ’ &o o 

*5<> With th* passage of time, it is becoming more and, core 
erid^t thft the pr» ent «mwy assault on the 'EIFFEL area is a thnecughly 
planned, deliberate, iaH-out* offensive. It is to be expected, there- 
fore, the t ha will coral t a few of his available reserve foreee in an 
attempt either to explMt tlit* EIFTTL situation, or to launch another 
throat in coordination with it*: Thus$,t would be, of par fciculsr value to 
review those of his unite which are knom or belie ed to be available 
tor such m attack role in the ienecLisfe future o It would also be 
well, to note a this tine that three general artas have been Identified 
as receiving «n unusual amount of ffiovement and containing a consequently 
ueunnal build-up of enemy forces^ tlio area bounder by fRIER( L2^29) <■ 
METUCH (US00)-aiIT(lf)604 ) ; that bounded by KAIBERUOTHERN (80395)- 
PIHMASE8S ( Q906?)“SECI8 CIRCHEN(q 6033) ~ST» W8NDEL(Q59997)j and that roughJjr 
-bout SORSCiiAU (K941S). 



. • • After/A -tion Reports, - - - - "V. “ : 

’ „ A . Jfc nthly w /'V, 

JfoBc “W-i&e^-tfter/A tion Reports by the Twelfth Amy Group 
possessed a trait Which require the reader to exercise considerable 
caution ia assessing the etaimentso Iftucelyi Each aontb^y report wa® 

' not issued until several wedc a , afte r the end of the ca> fender asontho 
The inference aight, be drawn thst title was thereby pro-.ided to edit 
the opinions* . c For instance, the September report was . :->fc issued until 
appi’oximtaly seven weeks had transpired, the Botcher t a five weeks. 



ttwi the November Iseuo, three week©, and the DMumbsu 
The issuance _ date jf&ll b# |rovid««ll i» the following. 



?« 0 pf 8 F(iwS^- 









'©port, two weeks o 
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Kegin with, Fanzer 1EHR was probeblyte 

'mre at the time the divisions t , 4i^"W^tMx^wa^iw^tl 

®b program* Consequently* it j^uiri^'' more 

gp; a ncn- SS u nit it may' 'have| bapejn gjvehUnfaWra^ 

lining new personnel ond { aqi|L|^i^.t. 

feort this statement. Tli^'..f«ic^ -^t\ the- 

n>le amount of its equipment' just prior 

P area would indicate tfot : either Pahser' ,jlfiiH " wee ‘l| 

Art» -incite priority and 'all iaWilabia upallot ta dTeq 

[trol of Sixth SS Farizer M M^ 5,, v^'ii» ''giw« 'to 

Rbrm its emergehc^fbnctionfvof*' ti^ 

mSithe other divisions beihg iseht ws'*Gi||i 
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bo«t' to 



IT gtvap 

'ii’-maSe 



P$D1^ 



'if May were all receiving the' (Same pridrijy ;£rloj 
iiate/LEHR appifently received 

apparent that the ' four SS . divisions ,; || 
their reorganization .and. ax*4 po isabi^vs'^UL £eeel' 
|he|oniy difference is. that;!thsyei& 
hurffddly employed, if the situation,' 



v • complete In *.. , «- ■ 



Sixth, SS Fansefe Army to 
situation presents' . itself, • 
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HI. G-2 Fert<^icsyi 
(Sources & A : Gb'«/‘.'C^! 
• In L-320(l). } ■ ' ■ 
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’ She G-2.; daily FedLodie . ^RcrpkVrt^'~ 

or <|gicriptive of overall aspects Of the eitemy,' ' ThSy were deteiled# . r:?: 
primarily aboqt operationa Of the ;i^ed^te: period JQ3BISI CAPA-.; 



TJCES Section was: omitted. T|suall^ i 'Oach periodic included annexes; 
Silly only one. Order -Oi^' Battle- N6t|e. ' ‘ : "M' 
iThft G-2 Periodics for the period 1*15 December are" extracted 
•f pertinent, including certain ones following the 16 December ^ttac^ 
much as those iaxaawsa pOst^attaek issuances W«^I. informative. H 
jf'er .3?'*.- • t : .*ty- ■-■■:■*:■<&, \}f/ • 

Commands as SourcSs; 'i\ ■■-%? &J. ■ ? "V.': r ".‘ ! / ,;;fj 

pThe Order of Battle. Nots^. .anh&id to the daily G-2 Beriodios 

Sded in extracts from SHAFF orj, &or« usu ally , a^brief 'statement-. 
ascription would be made*' followed 1 hys SHSEF Ihese'- - 

rerces indicated a familiarity with with SB^SF opinions * ••. ■%: ' 

Ilhasmuch as the 12th Army Groip rOcoids did;. not 1 contain a G-2 ; :. * 

hal, nor a collection of issdancee ilrom other . coimndiiia, there .was 1 
Micntion ss to which SHAEF issvmtiMee the. Aray Gro'dp r^?^ived* 
tless the SKAEF Weekly Intelligence Summery, was receiv^U It. miB ' 
named, however, by the Igth ^‘-^p "aiis . 

|0>v two occasions,* $n^ tiR> periodica d^ uring the i-15, ^Dedember^ ^ j^eriod^ 
periodics contained annekes. in additibn' to; the, ii^ual Ojpder of Battle 
^ Per iodic #’183 , ‘ 5 December , '^6oh , &ined. ; the/ Annex . ^o .12 , r HIGHER ./ ; f 
afICN COI i’ANDEHS; The source f or .thie three-ps ge commentary and list, 
Jhe SHAEF DIGEST No. :170j. . inu^fiocBto'' 



•14 December, Annex #'2,| ■ sowd#: 

e G-2. Periodic #186, First’.' P5 •- J fePFll,. . 



KEF ID : A557776 

12, i. - Ec«. jsnant^tioa., • \ 



rt Pritu>oit?r of war ctatoments indicate that the RCE defense Ii%> 
..■ae begun fit t-ho beginning of October to include field fertiflcatltms 
and barbed wire, arid that all bridges across -the Were prepared 

for demolition c Photoes ahoy extensive construction of a^ti-tank 
ditlobes along the SP£R Rortfcireet of HfI8S838h& to the ME0£$ o 



#17* a r*6.oe#ib3r. Annex' 'So. . 2* tWB. M0PT KEtTFH DEFENSE Ji$R. 

deibwee ' •»• ‘ 

-^fleld. .works ,o.n..it»y&it,,bank > and the 70I&IBIRGE or W US. ridge 
to the./ tost. of -tJia sire*, .fora Iho last nature! defer se position 
before' the West bank of ; the RHIRS betsee® BOSS 

and 'Set ’-m3U»s> • £ {B^o^wry line of defense be^dad 
, • .Isgr /..iblxei l?.lnth,a,nf Fifet A 

Armies* A' sketch '‘to' 'iib« ; 2* is atteahjW showing , \ 
details of the 2KFT defeneea. .., ;... 

. . o-e_$> i ’•*•:• •• v * ” ri ' . ' ’ ‘ y-\ .; 



win (^ncltision, the ERF? line ie at present boing developed 
into a final defensiye poetions before the RHINE, utilising ell natural, 
advantages, biit as yet* not strengthened against vnltterabili.tj to a 
flanking niovoanunt from the Southwest* According to PW etatatacmis, unite 
of SB troops .arc-! in ?.ost of the tonne and railheads of the WPt Talley, 
and ><rs reported to be working on defences, and probably on positions 
between the EKFT And the BOER, where the ooapact village pat t rn would 
favor a hedgehog system of defense baaed on perimeter fortifdcfiticnso R 



A3, foek finding 9 Pec* Bated 12 Deo* Annex 3fe* 7» SIXTH; SS PMEER m>£» 



*1/ I STEOl-BOTJ OH*- On© of the major questions now facing Allied 
Intelligence personnel is ? I?hat is he present status and Intended 
employment cf the Sloth SB Paneer Army?* To answer this at the i resent 
time we have oniy the meager statements of a few prisoners fro® unite 
in Fifth Passer Amy area behind which the four S3 divisions of Sixth 
SS Psnser Army are now located, plus more or less detailed reports, 
some. conflicting, on the organisation aM state of training of Paniser 
U3& .Biviaion'wM^ and reorganised as a part of ^ixtfe 

Sf Panacr Army* ThfdrKwtiba on the four S& divisions is vsry esfthtyi' 
however, oa.repei’t on 12 $S denser Bnieien indicates its .training- aiad-, 
personnel at Iseat ■ JLn co^what sisilar to that reported «f ESHfi* , 

Froa c study of Pnnser 1S5P Division which was c<wwittsd .i.nto battle 
on 25.- Rov«JRb«r, cortaia fhets at ui 'out 'which .may - well apply to 'the other 
Sixth SS 'Phaser Araqr* ho v «ysr, on© must also take into 
cov Iteration the fact that LEHR was the only noa*S5 unit ia the /my. 
and r&y for this reason have received unfavorable tr.?ata«nt in the 
Issu T&o& ot peronnel and oqulpneJitc. . . . 



••>2. PANZER BiTI£?0S* . •; ..,// •;•. 

; ‘ . a *: Bedrgnnisa tionr.i^v^T^ttiag. . *** , 
• b» Organisation* ,»» . 

o„ Pfereonr-*] . •*„. 

A,/r : do Equipment »„ 0 ' - 
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"The fundamental weaknespfes in the ue^an- situation should 
isregardec. The initial phases of the p^feeeht off easives, 
btedly based upon supplies : accmulateci|pver a period time, 
ent eaknerses of the erieijp: f s' to fuel, 'motor transport, 
and transport tim ■ rd, hpwev#,. of fundamental importance, 
tarce of denying enem/ supplies' cannot 'ne 'Overemphasized 
wil 'undoubtedly endeavor to live off the 'country and captured 
in his first invasion of TBMWtStith Allied -air pov»er harassing 
filh'eads and lines of comnriini cation, the full power of the 
jpf.. eneives should diminish rapidly once his initial hoard of 
r.is ? xhausfced . ' 



"The enemy’s prlmar/y capabilities related entirely to the 
employment of his remain '-r serves; Jhe most probable "usfe* is that he 
will codfeif them to exploit his' penetration in t: e central pert. of the 
front oS?|lightly further 'lortrl to protect the . Northern flank of his 
sail net. .A much less likely capability is an attack Southweesterly . 

along thje. : rt'n.T-E from the GE1 LEHKI RC&EN area. This attack would form 
junction itn the current penetration. Irrespectively of the exact 
place ofl'do: mltment the NAI-’UR- LIEGE area appears to' be the objective 
of the Curirnrt offensive. A third capability is to press the attack 
from EC! |ERHACR towards LCXE3GRG pohsbily ixi conjunction wtih a' new 
crossingjdi' the t'GEELLE from Sputh of TRIER. Such an att. ck would be 
deriyned’WaO video the base for ’ils^salient further N rtii'and the recapture 
of LPXTKBIiRG could be represented aA an outstanding victory to bolster 
the l oraifiL of the German Army arid the ' public in the RE3CH. While there ' 

Is accumulating evidence that, such sin attack is contemplated, its 
strengthms not yet evident." T i -■ f 
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f.; : II. Weekly Intelligence Summaries -—'Annexes to. 

‘%ki (Sources; Ibid.) : t 

Each of the ?feekly IS'T^'s possessed several annexes, e.g., 
:;rman Order of Battle, papers oh’ various subjects. The : following 
>re pes|inert to the subject of this study. y . ... . 

LI. 21 Jot. Annex. Ho. 2. EGER DlrEfi'CELINE. 



I Ti £ ik>me semblance to a field defense line, is apparent with the 
line nofe xterdin - northeastwardly' from RUREN to the fore strin ' the 
nonflue’.w'e of the Rf.ER and :.!AAS(.VEWf E) . Jhe stream itself af'ords an 
obr iaclapiri .advance of the line* ?* Work in the open fields betw- en 
'towns, la round them in. some cases^’ Is progressing to a dty ee 

: ro soiling cooti euity for a distance of sdrnte thirty kilometers -.forth 



.IBt ' 

w . J| |fce th.'.o work; includes the j^sual types of ditch* s, trench* r, arri 
•• e'M or* positions , most of .the effort ! is being' expended in the prepara- 
tion ofirhef 3 x ear? to be fox hole's i ... Mfe ;• v. ' ■ 
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Documentation. 




"SUBJECT: Operation •GREET 1 !. . 

"1. Higher Hq pianned to include in the-*ot»c 



oration •QRSlF*. 



and 



"2. Undertaking 'GREIF 1 "ill be made by' our forces with American 
equipment, American weapons, American. vehicles, African insignias 
-esppcially the 5-pointed yellow or white star may^be painted- on the 

vehicles. '2' v . ’’ .$r ' V*c 

"3. To avoid confusion with enemy troops, the f bicep ’employed in 
undertaking 'GREIF' will identify themselves to ■ ottjf'ownjroops;' " 

a. During the day— by ta ing off their st&hl hilmts. 

b. At night — by red-blue light' signals with, flashlights. 

"4. Forces of the undertaking 'G1BTF L * will also "identify them- 
selves to friendly troops by painting white •dotfe ' on 'bodies, .trees, 
roads used by them. ';•* r 

"5. Employment of forcer, of undertaking 1»GRE1F*. •' i's. planned along 
the following roads: v ' ' JT2; 

a. Trois £ onts( 5 ,km SW Stavelott). Pass Boieus, Vilettas, 

Bra, la Fourche, Haarrs, Deus Ryn, Roohe a Freus; " ' .f" • 

b. Right (8.5 km NW St. Vith); tg, Thier, Vi lie du Bois, 

Vielsalxr,, Salmchateau; Road crossing at Point 444(0.5 km- N Joubienal) , 
ibbronval, Rogne, Roau crossing at Point 538 {2 km SW fr'alempre), 
f.onhay, Road fort at Point 430(eatern edge of Srandmanil), Road erossim 
IKT, 200 (l km N V.ormont) Roche a Fronp.‘ . c 

c. Roche a Frone, Aisne, Juzaihe, Domal, RoadJ'ork 2 km SW 
Bomal, Tchigne, Oneux, Arne, Ocquier, Veryoa. 

*6. Tublicaticn of the above ofaders through Div down to companies, 
nritren distribution o£ this orde 2 ’ is forbidden. Only Co Commanders are 
to be informed of this order, except in the case of forward bns, 
where platoon leaders Trill also be inforaed. t 

"7. Fublication below b n level may only be made after' the objectives 
mention in the operations order under Par. 3 - objective 3, area 5t. Vith 
- high ground Vi and SW - have been reached. ' ■ 

"For the' General Coniiuand ? 

SIEBERT, C of S. n ? 
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tewber A/A Bpt* Dated 20 *ov. 44« 
Se«ree ? ..,KK> fUM, W*71(2) ) 




• : - ... --. *tni„ iflTUi-fcjGEJCE, _ ; ‘ -_; ... ,.,. -._---• =,.. ,.. . 

^ v V#*F "■_- 

••; v*i7» With the advenes of the Andes tader thie aosaand into 
VBelgic*, huxeabourg, Holland and Ceiiimxgr, intelligence end coimter- 
irt* lligencc emphasis has shifted frn* France to these countries o Aided 
by os d weather and Allied euf ply difficulties , the enemy has bean 
able to '.stabilise the front and to eta 11 for Ah* tine in which to 
repr ?r hie depleted air force* to produce new divisions from total 
aobi Xi ration end to move divisions fzoa other areas, to the Se stern Front., 
*18 0 The *osfc significant occurrence, during the last week 
of Koptentbor was the apparent withdrawal of the majority of the e»®ay r s 
. , ... ancorKl units for re-gwt^iBg and reforming id Germany, thus supplying 
;■' ' • the enemy with a eiseable mobile reserve. The German Air Force returns! 
to the fighting front near the. end of the period* mounting up to 
140 rortlee, 75 of which were long range boaters, in the area of the 
Allied airborne peration on25 September 1944c 




Bo October, Dated 5 December 44 « 
(Source; KTO File* L-471(3) ) 



«TTIc INTELLIGENCE 

*3 0 During this period of relative inactivity on the front, 
•there h&s been adequate time to study the enemy E s overall strategy 
and to calculate hie likely reset ion r to any Allied advance. Of 
special interest were terrain /tudiee prepared on the routs of approach 
to. wet. tern Germany and defenses along the Hiver Soesr, • 



c#o 



*12 r Except for a coaparatively large-scale attack launched 
again' t the British southeast flank in the vicinity of Peerfc and Mosel 
r ou 2? October, the eaeny has been catauitteo almost entirely to a 
defensive role on the Western *ront. This strategy has been aimed 
apparently at gaining time in which to strengthen the defenses around 
Germany* to mobilise every available person c apa.Xe of manning the*} 
to build , up a Mobile reserve} to equalise Allied numerical air superi- 
ority with' yet unproven jet-propelled planes; to .improve the no longer 
secret, weapons or t® develop new ome* &p&,' ultimately/ ti*» in which 
to withdraw firm the i»'*r without unconditional surrender through adroit 



negotiation or 



Allied T'oarineee Mad disi mXtye 



' Gc ifeveafee* * Dated 21 Dec 44= 

(Source; MO File, W?l(45 ) 

' *111. XHTELUGESCF, / • ' 

e & e An accurate and detailed (shook has been maintained on 
the reaction of the Corr.tut High Cokr.and to the Allied all°out ofreualve 
which began -8 November 1944, Troop *ove«ents and transport behind 
the fruni, lave b am kept under does scrutiny, deppiie inclement 
weather conditions thet hove seriously hampered aerial reconnaic ranee, 
aa well ac irpedin:. progre* e on the ground <> 














,: v t*?* The enemy 1 # defensive plan in the north tea b&en quite 

ciWr iW;;«^'.ti«e. It i yoli ree «m#ll“Out defense at the RoerRiwr 
beyoiu, adimno^e would ooKWtitut* *» i#m«dite threat to 

the Rvvbr,\ Furaamtto this plsn, the reweahtst of «<me 13 infantry un& 
four janeer typo divisions are now crowded Into a front barely 
30 miles long, wwl four additional paster typo divisions comprising 
the StfcPanjser A ray are held in reserve immediately behind this seetce. 
In addition to this there are en estimated jrix paneer grenadier t yp-e 
divipSone in tactical reserve which ere ready for local emergency 
of for conc#Rtrstita at acme critical point for def ansi-re or cotrafcer- 
offensive operations, la the U,S» VIII Corps sector there are two or 
three Yolksgrenadler Division a preeuafbly coming into this safe 
jAriEg&eg dstrainij^.^eo for o^jprienc# prior to moving 

- : Jinto£ t’bre' active "front, Ota 'the ^ other hand ^ these 'tj^Htpa bay he build* 
ing up in this area for oountor*K>;ffensive purposes, 

*10* K»t possible threat to cur etr^tched out Till Corps was 
discussed among the 00, C/S, 0*3 and G”2' It was decided to take a 
calculated rick here in order to gain the necessary strength for the 
continuation of our pressure toward the ^nhr and the Soar, It wag felt 
that while the enaey was capable of a break-through that it would 
not ler.d to decisive results before we could take adequate counter^ 



KS 28 Ur£ 6 o , . 

•11s The onesy’ n plan in the south may have been to withdrew 
under pressure tc the 111111® Rlr© between T.arei and Karlsruhe and to the 
lost Vo. 11 between Karlsruhe and Trier, It is doubtful, however, that 
he expected to withdraw vs tt> rapidly or tinder so much pressure, for 
he is now threatened with a posstile break*- trhough of the Pest Well 
by uni c of both the Third end Seventh OS Armies,, The importance of 
this threat is second only to that of the Ruhr* 

: ! *12 o Daring November, the eneny brought a total of 16 

additional divisions to the Western Front j ten infantry, five passer 
•nd one pa near grenadier, The rate of attrition iu the Aachen sector is 
product ing as acute situation for the enemy t However, priority in 
reinforcement seems to have shifted recently to areas further routli is 
the Third Army and Sixth Assy group sectors, It is estimated that the 
entry sctif fared 100,000 casualties on the Twelfth Arty Group frost along 
during November, 4&S71 of which s re prisoners of war, Sany divisions, 
although still la ths line, have been dsoiaated and possess little 
.fighting y&1v#v ■' - • ■ t,/; : 

•13 0 It seems doubtful that the enemy can hold in the Aachen 
area rithout 00 b«itf,tng the Sixth Passer irayv It also seeac doubtful 
that he can hold the West Wall In the. south without additional rein* 
forcemeat#, including armor. Consequently, the enemy. asayhkve to divide 
the Sixth fanner Army, thus risking defeat both in the north and in 
the south* if he elects to hold all elements of this army in the north, 
h ft will run a good chance of the Third and Seventh H S Armies reaching 
the Rhino this year in the area of fainr, A. no tia<s since Fepte&ber 
has* such a dilemma confronted the Q roan High Command and to solve it 
be bringing reinforcement# from the Russian front would invite disaster 
in the east, 

*14« Enemy strength opposing Twelfth Army Group forces at the 
<?n-i of the period was estimated as follows* 

a.. Ninth Army * $ nominal divisions, «xpuivslent to 
4 or $ division(56,000»*n) with 95 tanks. 

• bo First Aray ~ ;2 nominal divisions, equivalent to 




1 , 
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6 division* £ 67,560 irjen) with 6 Q tanks. 

a- , 4 , - ■ Third Aj^enjr - XD jao»5«el division*, equivalent to g. 

.divisive (rj,69& «ert) with 255- tanks. 

, ‘ - ."- .. it-' tmr.pii £vxy continued, to i^Jd its position 

in rcseJ'VP- < : -ast of the Boer River behind the firet slid. Sir.th A joy fronts 
niih art eqi^v^ieat starength of 4 divisions- (3*',P03 aen) and an^cstisated 
320 tanks* '*nel 3* 




D. PeoiSaber. Hated 16 Jjzm&ry 45 * 

(Sourco: ®C0 rile, h“320(A) ) 

nxi. jmpiGticK, ,' . - ... ; . ,v.’- 

f9o Enemy' tactics during the. first half, of Deoetsbor were a 
dohtieiaatioh of thcrM' di merited ;‘iS the' Rovemfoair rspoff, iiaraely; stubborn 
defense of prepared positions with no coimi basest of armored r^sea-yes] 
prepaa*stion of additional defenses further to the interior] and 
snail counterattacks to improve local tactical situations. 

16 December the enecy opened his biggert of: ensivs 
since the bt ginning of the oa».ps|^u in western Europe. Taking full 
advantage of advsrre weather conditions which restricted Allied 
recomini f* arcs nccl applying rigid radio silence,, the enemy skillfully 
regrouped h? p forces and launched attacks slaul tsneour Jy at five places 
* long seventy wiles, of the entral part of the Western Front. The skill 
in regrouping and l&xmehliig the simultaneous attacks achieved a 
lil.ru degree of surprise. 

"lie The elcneut of emprise use heightened b- the enemy 1 a 
disregard o* terrain in selecting the points of attack, fly threw his 
armored forces into sectors considered ill adapted for the use of tanks 
and struck . c&kly held areas which had been quiet for many weeks. 

To main tali', uurpriso ae long as pose tie, hie attacks in many areas 
were initially light and bed the appearance of reeomsaie 1 once in force* 
It **■«; rot yibil the night of 16-17 December that he showed his band 
completely by utilising airborne forces and raking hie gx a test air 
effort wince early in the Koj%andy: ca»|/agiita 0 

‘ v ,;r'" r 12* The enemy developed the fall power of h!g offensive into 
a singit* b lor evidently aimed at -reaching the fcusc*, from Liege to 
Givctf the bbjact’Of uttimatoly pmietratiiig toward Brussels and , 
Antwerp J.!He co.. fitted to action all of t£i*. ihfer-fcry -divisions' that’ 
were a\%£ljl-ie to him ' in” the west, but iKt-'va'e able to ho2<' at least 
• three fenier division^ .a&xsuaitiod* He threw in the full power of his 
augmented air force and used it with a disregard for losses unknown 
s; nee the beginning of the campaign in Trance* Possibly because of 
Allied pressure, no pir.asi* nover.ent wao developed nor even any serious 
diversionary attacks on the flanks of the salient 



Vc Cojsrnndiag General* s Brie *'ingec 

A 3 Procedure* 

rt fne of the principal duties of the G-3 Operations Branch was to 
present a complete briefing of the current situation as often as 
required to the Coiaanding General, authorised staff members and 
visitors* due to the importance of the inf ’.'relation precen ted, all 
briefings ware given by, or were under the direct supervision of. 
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the Chief >f the Operations ^ ranch. Each briefinv 4 *$»elv included a 
prssentsi Ion of" oi.tr opr'Stlorie for the period sine© the last briefing, 
a Or? sit* •' lion a report of air operations for the period. -. 

■ presents htr , -C-43_'& lr- or the Mntii He- fores* and a -daily weather — - - -_ 
report the Ninth Air Force Teatbnrof fleer- Algo, additional 
political , geOp^phloftl, or military information on matters of out- 
ytan-'lng interest was presented on occasion by appropriate staff 
section#® Tho iisportsmea cf the briefings grow constantly tbwu&hout 
the period operations^ not only ar n power of vital sad interesting 
information, but also a? « means for orienting all staff of fleer s«* 
Briftf&gs rare held daily, during the morning, during this autumn 
period, "I'at&rial for briefings was taken fteom the. same sources as 
for the 0~3 Daily Boport r nd Coaintrap, eugaeatfed by additional 
iM'pmatlon from the nrifties through liaison, am other channels P 
Pfcdlhten messages' orovidod '»oet up*-tb~the fri'ttwte frcai lifte nswe.* 

. C Source* 12th Ar*y Group, REPORT OF OPERATIONS, mtt AFTER 
ACTION REPORT; Vol,V 3 Sara G»3 ?©at'ion s pp-c 16-1?, *3 of 

Historic*! Records Section, PR Fs, AGO, and archiver of Historical 
division, f^GfA,} 

Be Novetdcr ’44 Briefings Regarding 'Calculated Risk* Conference on 
VI IX Corps. 

Tho Intelligence Section, par, 20, of the November After/Aetioa 
Report of the 12th A. Gp, referred to a conference between the C£», 

0 /?> G-3 and G ^2 eonooming the enemy threat to the gtretehed-out 
?TXI Corpc 3 (rUSA) s and that n calculated risk wo Id bo taken, 

Tho figfo CG Briefings for November ner© examined for sludidstlon 
of tide r- ’Eject, but no mention was found cither to the subject or 
•to seel' n condarenoe, ^ _ 

(Boureei Files of Historical Records £ ctioru 12th Army 
Group® Cormanding General's Briefings, In 99/l2«3* ^feggati (76641* I 

C, Pec«abcr GO Briefings, 

. (S<mrc©j 12 A Op, G«3 Section Reports, Tec, 44* In 2^320(4) )« 

• .-$*£> *>—• There breifiage occurred at. 0915 Hours, 

, - ’^r. ; V;V- „ • .> r \ -.V •• . 

V^v.^vBsO, . ^ ;J..3 '. I,-, Zt. :. ■> 

' v "-^vV,’ ' M»^i?port* . . . ’VV’- ’* ' f"; * v 

*• * _ «kj«r s ^ * 

- -v ," 1 %5iith and First Ajjaiefi^ Counterctiaclti' continue against 

our troop r find, the enemy's resistance eontinuc;- to stiffen. - On-. the 
northern flank of Ninth Aj*ty a large movement of &r»ar hue been reported, 
This fcight indicate that some units of the 6 Ps .5 «y are moving into 
the line, or that the 10 SS Pa Biv is being relieved .bp gone tmit of 
the 6 Pr, Amy, PW stated that the headquarters of. 275 Inf My has 
moved to the PAMJTH. border **nd the remainder of the division is being 
incorfftr *ied with the 314 Inf Pir, The latter two units have been 
badly bosten, ’ .;. 
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HoB, During the remainder of the 3.-16 Peeeaber '• period ^extracts 
’yiip. .fee . ta*o tfJfoa ifee Brief pertaining to several factor** 7 
.'. about .the British,, indicating the Ansy 6r&\$>*s 

; .iatarapt art dh*er%atdon on that portion of the Allied fronts 

lavements of eae»y forces on the British^ 

S inth*?ir e i- - rhird B 0 f. , Armies fronts* and when pertinent on the 6 Awry 
Gro^pYronte , , v ,• _ 

.•trate^ intention* and capebiXitieso 
■ - ■'■ The afenro three factors were reported by the G-2, and 

any other pertinent 0-2 data wi 31 be extracted also* 




2 BeCc 

. .\i . *G~2 Report; . V’ Y v - : . - ; ; \ V ' 

_ . ’’First Canadian Arr.yv 331 end 719 Inf Dive h&ve been 

. : ^ ■r^portfed movi ng out of this sector - •, Their disposition 

' i|i ,>n®^ remains undetermined D 85 Inf iftv in this area should be 
aovingV out roon toward a eoro critical rector.- • ■ 

\ § ’’Ninth Arayi oc - It is believed that the 10 SB Ps liv 

is Wirsg re j laced by the 9 Pa Bivt, 

"OS 

’•Third Army: It ip probable that the 31 Ps Civ is laoviwg 
out o r the XT! Corps aeotor. The latter has not boen identified In the 
line tor pom time,, . 

”6 Army Croup; The shifting- of the enemy* n trnepg con- 
tinuer. «... The 36? Inf P3v rhJch •'•eg to relieve the Ps LZHR Hiv has 
bean identified opposite the Ninth Army, 

’i B has stated that the 6 P* ’ r my has r*3x panaer 
di v 5 pious instead of five, the sixth division being; the 5 SS Ps DiVo® 

3 PeOc 

■; v- ■; ; n 0*2 Report; ; . ' 

»:. ': •first Canadian Artsy: The shifting of troops to sore 

critical fronts continues * nd it ie very evident that th® enemy will 
; t ■■.leave very fee troops in thir area. The 15 Persian Army* which formerly 

controlled thi.-f area* is unlocated at present tine, . • 

-vi . , fKintli 'pud !•;■ Plrrt Armies* jeimsy counterattack# 

; hov*‘fe?en reported fit- the' last period, still ebo^s •great’ 7 '-'"' ' 
cormSlfn / • , r the AACPFN tector, 9 Fs Mv which b»e not been - identified 
for 'ism' hit's noK 'reappeared, in the line end is probably responsible 
for tfee conitterettanVr yesterday, Ti e nsejbrity of the- e ooimt6ratte=cks 
. hove beei- reported. in the Einth Amy sector vrberc the eneay is employing 
:: ••• v--- - .. •:• V,'. ■/ ■ •. 

\yj *Third Artty: Jks new clmngas to report in enisny 

dispqstif-n. oo« ' -’• ' ?v ■ 

”6 Amy Grovpt P?. I^BP. Piv bar been withdrawn from the 
line. Although this division had somottee to reorganise and re-guip, 

PK afcatersents indicate ppor condition of equirvontr No hew changts 





• **. 










entatio 



•i ■■■ Sffcr:-* '-■ 

. • • • 

■ .i ■ . 

“*r. .■ / 




to report in thg enemy order of battle, The enemy, ip Jetilir 

cqncerned in getting his troops out of the gap. 2t is evi^ant ffflat' ’ £• 

he viillfiold out as long as possible before withdrawing 'a^gorsithe h "* 



pror er 



4 Eec. t ‘ 2- 

"G-2 Re; prt: ft * 

"First Canadian Army: It becomes more and Tmore obvious ■ 



tified on oth*-r sectors and pof sbily tnree more are mo vy-g out, /v.*i 

The 15 German Ariry headquarters bar ohce a^a;m. beer/ re por ted in the ; J£.- 
''ren wept of COLOGNE. It arpe:rs then that at least Weston ?5o! nad ■ 
is beirir: evacuated, the' enemy* leaving behind only small d^isk-forces 
for blowing objectives and troops for dealybng action, 

w 

"Second Fr’tish rmy; No new changes to report In- 
enemy dispositions. V.ith the comm = tment ' of already three, of the 
enemy’s par chute divisions, .his reserve, in this area , "seems to be ' 
decreasing, jE 

"Ninth and First Armies: Tie enemy continues to ■ 
main L ain his strong defensive jolicy. This s very costlv to him. • « * 
"Third Army: XX Corps, Cur crossings of SA ft River 
h s caused the enemy to move his units (particularly the 21 Tz Eiv) • 
to r.f'G t our t/r'-at. ... "4® . 

.. "6 A r i;y Group ; ’ Pz LEHR has again, been identified 

opposite our 44th Liv. ••• ^ 

"The 216 Inf Fiv is continuously beftig reported 
occupying the S3EGFR1FD Line in the vicinity of KAKil iVdHE. A n;:r-hr-r ■ 
of t- a n movements i re reported moving into this ar-^a ir^i citing 
•*rr?val of some more troops for the occupation of the defense in this 
sector." 



5 Pec. 

"C—2 Report; ^ 

Canadian ' r rcy: here movement: in tri. 
have been reported. ... 



Ninth end Eir* T Armie: ; The counters : t- iy h v* eared 
up tor the In i } »-r: of , but the enemy’s strong dt-fensi^ pc - i cy "or- ■ - 
.lnu?-s, il i r ck of in ar try is ayjarent . .. There i f raar. a:vrt t.ov< 
f infantry into this ap a, but the confirmation of the of r -o 

o r probahl*' rore enemy civ : ions fropi the fCJSM-. N.f r . 
tov * rdr Geri anv, rri:d t indie te seme reinforcerient* ; 



nr* a even ■ 



■_ < "The 15 Cenr.an ■ ri.y se / s nw to 

tf e area oi K AN. Although t 'is not coni -i* ire. * 

s- teme t, that, this army if to assume the sector -tf 
occupied by the 5 Fz ..rmy, might fee t rue . The lats» r 
n.ovin, to the area. I e * *>-ir change in ccr ■ 

a feet the F z and Fz (irc-n'Divs : articul' rly in the *■_ 



untree: 

: into this 

i ii o s t elv i h 

s f i • ?- 



goar.g 
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„ ‘ * ~ \ * 

ia the TOT Corps* It is * popeibility that the &m%y *« , only able to 
form on© rogjment out of the sn^tir© divlg ion. 



12 Bee. • 

*G~2 Beport: • " 

. ; •Sinth Aj^i ?®ry little a^iviiy erf the anwsy side 

reported. Th« 10 SS ?* Div i» a or believed to fee eutii-, ly on the mat 
bank of the I&Fjf'Siver. Unconf tread reports ta&Lcftte t *t elements of 
this division *r» tesesiblifeg in the vicinity of GOLGQX *?. This, with 
the reports that -the 3. FU Dly isfalso reorganising in '.-be vicinity 
of 00I0QSK, might be imbtherc^nfitt^ tion that thv 5-"Fj# ia out 
of the line and is asNjmbling aoaaerfeere between: Cd&COJf* end XObLSMZ, 

r. 4e«y* Tbs belt of the sassy baits oppestit^f the 

til Corps are nos' tolleyed to be east of the BOER Sleep, la the 
V Cpype, the ©neary is still wry such concerned about our disposition 
ia the vicinity of BFBSTFJ.H sad that is where the ea*cy is ooac^n» 
tr&ting the majority of his unite, ,«, la the TH1 Coops, there are no 
definite changes to report, bat it become# more end aor® clear that 
sore than o.io formation fef.e arrived into this sector fed so ns can 
aspect iw or at least one of the divisions from this Area to appear 
in ©sue other sector ver r shortly. 



$ Atkjt Srocpi There is no change to report in the 
HARD? #ta. sector. The eneay is very reluctant to yield groused in this 
erea, but w»«© not able to stop our advance#. He i# in great need of 
reinforcements, but his sector does not seen to b© of high priority 
at the present, 



! 

1 



# 





13 Deo, : i 

*0~2 Report,} * 

* # 
o o o ' - - ; 

"Second British Ag&yt So mw changes to report in cnosiy ^ I 

dispostioa ’or order of battle. The 85 |«f Siv ban been reported moving . .. & ; 
ia the area south of 7BSIJ0, ft is net determined yet if it is going 1 

to'resaia in thie a 3 ^‘,opposlt®I^XXX Mritish Corps, or hbatinas- , • 
farther to the aout^t : 

First Irs&eos increasingly unfhvot*abi» seottor . 
eonditinna have kept eneay activity at * aini»u» ftlorg the ROSE Bt¥er s 
particularly in the Jfintfe Ajsiy sector. ... A great m**b< r of train 
»ev©r,©hts have been reported in the S0E8 area, iadio- j ting a divisional 
arrival. Heanvhile^ the 6 Fs Army seems to be working very extensively 
on f ortif i coti oas^betseen the ROHE and the SHIRR Rlv< a. _ . 



14 Dec. .*“{T-- 

- , ^-fG«& Report* 



; s > <> : 



V >•***>.!*> 1*. 



V. -x?i v :*|{ijnth eafl. First Ans^f Patrols eroas?-. 

hate 'wwy • $&mtry h «^'lo"&ite* She ' 3 / 

r§p>pw»redTin the^Hnc nt^ ’it beecuer eore and eors 
tfe«_©rtc-«y T s divisions, part of the 5 A*»y». are 

. ‘ . r '- ^ , r & 'v y ^ 













-fa**?* i* 



. tbs ^3Eft River’ 
Hf JPiv has ©gain 
viovs that 
ag out of 




/ 



fcSW !0i 
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"First Army: Some more counterattacks have been reported 

in the VII Corps, but the enemy is almost entirely pushed out of the 
west bank of the river. Elements of the 12, Vf, and 353 Inf Divs have 
been identified. In the V Corps, the going is very tough not only due to 
heavy resistance and counterattacks, but also because of the heavily 
defined positions in the SIEGFRIED LINE. The 32$ Inf Div has moved up 
from the VIII Corps and units of this division have been identified 
in the KESTERNICH area. The move north of this division might be the 
answer to the numerous vehicular movements in the northern VIII Corps 
sector. 

"Third Army:... No new identifications have been 
reported along the entire sector. 

"6 Army Group: The enemy seems to be completely demoralized 

in the Seventh Army sector. Our troops have broken through all parts of 
the MAGINOT LINE and have now entered Germany. . . . 

"G-3_Report : 

"Today is D plus 193* 

"British: "1 Army Group. No change. 

"American: Ninth Army. No change. 

"First Army. VII Corps. 104 th Div no change. 9 Div 
no change. 83rd Die captured BERZBUIR FlO^-1 and repulsed counterattack 
on left flank. 5th Armd Div advanced 3 Kin east with advance elements 
to the ROER River at F1239* 1st Div no change. 3rd Armd Div 
no change. V Corps. Attack continued against still resistance, with 
no appreciable changes in ront line. VIII Corps. No change. 



IT Dec 

"G-2 Report: 

"21 Army Group: No changes to report. 

"Ninth Army: Several counterattacks have been reported 

in the XIII Corps area. These counterattacks have been made by elements 
of 183 and 3^0 Inf Divs. 

"First Army: Along the entire army front, the enemy went 

from the defensive policy to offensive activity. This change began with 
a heavy artillery concentration particularly in the VII and V Corps 
sectos. The great number of counterattacks concentrated primarily in 
the southern end of V Corps and northernpart of VIII Corps. These 
attacks ranged in size from company to regimental strength. Seven 
new divisional identifications have been made during the period, although 
only two divisions are new arrivals in the West. The enemy order of 
battle in the V and VIII Corps runs from north to south approximately 
as follows: 272 Inf Div, elements 89 Inv Div, 326 Inf Div, 277 Ind Div, 
elements 12 SS Pz Div, elements 12 Inf Div, 18 Inf Div, 62 Inf Div, 

26 Inf Div, 116 Pz Div, 2 Pz Div, elements 5 Preht Div, 560 Inf Div, 

352 Inf Div, 276 Inf Div and 212 Inf Div. 

"Third Army: Enemy resistance continued to be very stiff 

along the entire front. 

"6 Army Group: No changes to report." 



n j. 



)2 v O' 



^ciimentation. 
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VI 



Report of Operations. Pinal Aftftr/WJtinn Report* 
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it* C-2 Cection. •. 

( eurce: 12 A Gp. t erort of Operation.. FineJ^fter/ACtion M' k-kk 
fi£iort. Voi. III. G-2 Section. Partel-IvVIn Historical :'r, k'-k 
r. cors faction, and rchivea of Kistorlaatl Division, SSOSA.) 

ix Chapter VII. The Ardennes Offensive, p. 25, 

"Gn 16 December the Germans launched their biggest offen si ve 
fjnce the begi:in ; ng of the campagin in Western Europe. By taking full 
advents e of adverse weather conditions which reetricrtINl Allied 
reconnair ranee, and by rigidly applying radio ailenoe f the enemy 
had s±i skillfully regrouped his forces. Simultaneous attack were 
launched at five placed along a sevety-mile sector of the Western 
Front. The skill in recouping and launching the ilwiUmpmi attacks 
- chieved high degree of surprise. The eleeent of surprise was 
heightened by the enemy's disregard Qf terrain in selecting the points 
of attack, and he through "riuorsd foroee into sectors considered 
ill-adapted for the use of tanks. The Gemma* inteUlgeows oonOSmiag 
our 'isposltions was, as usual, sxoellnst. Tbs attack was directed 
t a port of the line held in the north by two divisions sawing thslr 
first action — - the 99th and 106th Infantry Divisions - sod in ths 
outh against two divisions which had recently seen snob sftlfla la 
the Hue rt gen Forest and were in a quiet sector of the line rest 
and rehabilitation — the 28 and 4 Infantry Divisions. Math BS 
Armqred Division wa s becking up ths lias, hot like the first too 
mentioned divisions, had yet to see action* 1 

"To maintain surprise as long ah possible, the Gsrmsa afctaskg 
in wany areas were initially light and had ths sppesranoe of reoom- 
naissance in force. It as not until ths night 16-17 Dsn— bar that 
Germans showed their hand completely and utilised airborne forces 
irking the greatest air effort since TTniaandj The enemy 
all of his available reserves into the battle. Supplies bed been 
accumulated over a period of time. The transport of gasoline was given 
highest priority on r- ads in enemy hands to assure that ths striking . 

Panzer forces had abundant supplies. There was no question, however, 
but ikmk the enemy counted heavily on the surprise of his offensive > 
resulting in the ca; ture of our supplies to sustain his attaoking f< 



VII. Letter of Instruction. 

(Source; Historical Record* Station. SHAEF-Twelfth 
Army Group File, A 46-172. 300. Letters of I n stj|u»X 

11. 29 July 44* fub$ect: Ope.ations to Expand to Initial Lodgement Arah* 

Annex £2. Intelligence Estimate of the Enemy Situation. j 

21. £ unary of Strategic Situation, jk 

Following a discussion of pre-D-De - enemy strategy, 
the Normandy fighting, and conditions in Germany, the follow r.g view.; 
w ere advanced; 



k:. 



i 



"Dangerously weak economically, the morale of its 
peapls at record low, increasingly defenseless to air attack, its 
political leadership threatened, forced to fight intensively on thre^ 
fronts, any one of which might prove decisive, and ^fbnfronted with t&ZA 

5IZCRIZ1 
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withtho threat of other ' major attacks, the snowy mist, fiscs a 
^trategw. #*Xeh- will sitr least Avert ismsdiehe defeat* Under these air- 
eucJK tfnees> ifce logics! strutegy would ai-f ear to. he one .of gradually 
short'e!iittg-’,i.ln ■>, of ■, eoondmisliig forces as far as coneietont 'srith 
■ inflicting, the emrimuK cost to : the filets for «#<sh. iatportarit . gaia sm& 
eaWdng the .''greatest possible .delay,. . The enooy sight h«p» % this 
strategy j. : Raided possibly fcy eff»«!bive deyfeloi-oeat of ■ sa* ; 

. suohlss. pilotlssts:. aircraft * I#iog^range rockets aa& jet- “propelled 

Jiold «i. un&i ‘the. force of ■ the offesslyea k«.g - 

bceQ' SpitnV or weakened 1/ war wewihssc anddisaniode YxY.---. ,._ -. ... 

iy V- : c this gobnra 1 .strategy; to 'the WWkWt - f root ... 
'the enxay mu$% i-%ro»3p . his- forces re stria ting defeats fe: : .#'A».erioan.. 

dvaaiee^ bring in aiiiiforgesientg to deXaytids edyasce «ad prevent, 
an - « -r^V • : -it. f r ; • 

i ". r ...; ■ str&teglc ' cite^tton - thiu^ appears to.' require 

. ftnhhpal eefeahe'; . teykl'tbiy.. 

that ;t ; he strsr^eet thitf are 'preservjed^for. xdtisaie .defense of this 
$EJO$ pa the : bst.tle line gradually s*iii>e ©cross fF-Mipf, -froK the- , , 

•sob £o ih# rpml&Xmns country in the FAsti, >*0 



■#t«- 5iSep.:44. 4.v;.v . - 

The Sintb Army, effective at 1200 hours, 5 Soptetrfer 1944, 
xaawu*® as states coimand of the VII Corps, na now ©oiastitahed, with 
the Blcsion of redacting tho BE1TTANI Peninsula end protecting ths 
south flank of the TseiftK' Artsy Group along the If IKS R.yer '£Toh its 
a«3t^h to ORLEANS akeiusivse Ninth Ar»y will prepare- for . farther 'aation. r ‘ 
tc tbo east on the right (couth) flank of the Third kmy<> 

.i- .-•>©« ' ■ -■■ ■■ '= ' 



#3» 10 6ep 44« ■ :•' ; . / • ; 

"JSotai Tide better of Instructions confirms -verbal orders of the 
kray Grow* Gw binder ' already issued but 'does not swpplanent them© 



/■' . ■£*« Cturent • Ist<sIllgano« Smmx ^ 0 ■--• /..’ Y : 

•• ;<p®tSJ«ia» afvunca toir-^ho JsA^a, th'isb'lftc ahd'; 

ocmipy ' ; &y SOKl* Tto’daptw® td* ike Channel pbris, tji-s rocket boat , 
sris^ and the YiPpir-uciion of tho enemy; trapped along vhkt coast will 
be coapl^iedi f-7 _•-•-•• ' r ‘' ' T’"!.'- .;•- • 

'.•.'.•k 5 ?2*;' '^t« - Twelfftk. .Ar*y Srcii^ *dwmces to the Test t-\ 
li«ade : ;h^^ rfeho .ICiilfe 1 ..j&» incluslvco^ 

■- ---:*jV' tV c o ' ... . , Y 'Y ; ”"' “ 14 ‘k,- . !t ’ r 

o\ First i-rmy-o . •'.. v ’ ; ; ; s ...... ... .’ • 

' f V '"v ’ :v', (i) : ''Gpafcima tlie advsnce to ihs Bastj i secur* crosrdcgs 
iv-.j''-[; : -or<er t!k* 8rJHF Jijirer In the vicinity of KGRLENJ, BOM id K0LS c 

; rir.r ^ -y^^r^"r‘T : 'h^{g);:i6mJntal» contact *ith 21 Army Gmn '^skl proteoyt ; 

to?* flaakf ' ' V V. : '•• - V ' ' ' ' ^ ’ 'r?;.- T r . 1 ' 

.; • • "■ ' Y;,H ; >V “ , 'V "■ t ' : ■'i-TVV.’A;- r ^ "•' ./ " ' - ‘ . 
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JI*- ; Qp I- went, a tic n,- 



- - ' Ti, Third Army*. 

, .y-. {1} .Centime tho advance' the East 5a Kone and swore* 

cress.,! ogs of the HKiNtf River in the vicinity of ?'Affh’HXJK cik! iAi ?*:■;. 

If. sufficient forces bc-eose available to Thrid AiTAy* it will eleo • 
>eiae a^ferldgahead in the vicinity of KARJ^OKS* • . 

-’Ci?-' rv. , ->l_!i0).firotcqt the south flan k Bea t of OBhEAflS irplyaiv©* 

‘ tha .BKii^Al^f^s^i nulajini protect the 

p*mth -fi-asK *j&oi£th«* 'if- BE River frer, it6„nor ir iotSlKL^r*. «wdw*5iv« n 



*25 .%• , 






^' 4 cv^*; ;*v ‘ ' 



- ; ihe MQfRLti' P^Ver ‘in th*, south. facing . tlp> aft-d G°S»Ars\y heve given , 
him an opportunity to regroup «ad strengthen, Mj> forces def adding 
fche Gfprosoee to GfRRAHf, 8m divisions hte/e Jte.?v»i arriving fro® tvalr -- 
,%aws in 'QVtrm and PEWARf* sod. fro® tfcQ RCffXAS Front* the 
late at . srrl rials hare been .ewploynu fa the area e;,.iof AACKJSK rhero 
i.Le'Pir3t ^-.'5* iyary te driving to.-sri IT£R*;St« current te>ieli%ericra 
Sa»T/»nory 0 -- • 

'' " b*.(l) For the imsediate futsre the Allied' Espeditionr.‘‘y P'roc 

1-13.1, haho its rein $*. ert on the left* The Fwanty-Oixe ,ln»y Cronj* her 
byeo lirootoc that thy clearing and opouing of the port, of, «$2?£f:? ?.r 
of -first, importance* ft the eaao .tiBe it wil'oontinde ftr present 
drive to th« northeast with ite-'. object of ‘envelop ibsg the PJ3HR Valtsy 
■cii the north o . ' ,- : " v 

(2) Sixth itcy Group continues to .&h> ■ ck northeasbw-ard 
to seise the RHINE croeaings be tv, sen $FEXRR and MGLHCUSF, inoluslvs* 

R 2« a* Sisco the support of the attack*; f fv-enty-Sno Artay Group 
is the priEary considerations the Twelfth / ay Group wills 

(l) Clsar the am- br iwotn .its left (north) bc-hnday and 
the II-CCE River and protect the right flank of Twentgr-dne Arsty Group 

SB far north ns SMi’HEFf. ... „„ — 

(2) After sdesion (l) tenured pud vrhett sufficient 
forces .bcccfte' available push the attack on K0J8f o 

■".' r. .X?i,^sptaa tbp defensive except .^j.indlocted In (I) and 

( 2 ) above*' ' • b 1 -'- ' t ' '" v * ‘ ,J ‘ ' ” ‘ V ’'/L*. U* ’ . •-• 

. ^ 5 rr«..;s- 



flO, Tl Obi 44 , 




^?*« 3 p 
- - ■ 

U'ii*' t---' : 



'ff'f.-flo a. fee.cwrr'nt ist«ll|ftnce &mmy» v .-'- - : ; * 

..v^rV 6*ory> haa tiw inaedlate ta# of ciearlag tip 

__ ane^r of . iha’ SJEtJ&J? ’ in -the 7S70 .are a .«:• ^jg^^a^RBsaa^ 

epproac§s Tc- A SKTifhR * tfeegu. ft ah«ft 

_‘th«y p3jju an' attack s«m^swaT^l,,bfjwa§n ih* ®E/EivetB s 

Grcn^' its att&ftk o: oar.jjoutb flank 

t9"aeiice tha SKy^K* gap and saonre aroraiaga .of tn-. RifSSF is the 

: 7 Vicinity of .STEAf|Blffifi t ; ~ ^ - I- ' 

£^' a ^ &&\xp ' i»ill ragronp ao^‘,jerei •jrfor- «n advance : 






«=?r^s 

*W**®£&. 
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£* ,'v«afa*i’v Ho raver* attack ri 11 not be ’v>da mvv- thou two- 
tisyg pi’ If i o ja tits ok of Second British A-by^ Target date* Third Army 
.'1C Rover 1 . . - - - . - , ... . 



tee*! 1 eirsbs to hotter of Ihatruftotion #10* 21 Catcher „ - - 

• 'tiring the fallowing month »iac{6| amendsfients were issued* 

H* 39 Go ,3C Oct. #3, 4 Itofil #4, 12 Sov.j #5, 21 NcY«f'#6, 27 Sow. 

-\C these rlx ataBBdwonts, only #3> 4 h’pvaabor, restated and 
f ertalnod o the Army Grovj 1 t* objectives,. fallows* 

rt l* Tr- compliances with SIUiMT Si reeiive , dat or 2 November 
■ 1944? Imtt. * 'of Instructions .TursberTon* EcHadquartorE frelfih Army Group, 

: .is , Amended a&Jadi Gated hslor. • -V- •• * - 

s 2olH*iete ^or<4graphs and. 3a(3)<> Suin-titnies 

fi5 l„ b (l) The 21 Army Group first priority mission 
3 s to op eta ,-he nort of ANf i'-Tr? , ’.hen operations to. open ANT EKP h/rve 

iiwajl-. ax l f they ra.il attack the ereny rent cf the t* F.TSE and advene**. 
t.o oho JtKIh* in ucnojection ? tib the attack of Twelfth Arsrr arouj and 
1 7 A, tv it thu ^elfth 4ray Grcu| nort/i flank. 1 he t»rget date of thic 
sttaok will bo 10 November. 

(2) Sixth A jtfay U *“»up will continue the 
>;i Tensive in conduction with Third Atiny attack with the objective of 
osptur&ng LTTikUShWCt and protecting the south flask of I ks I f tu ky^y Group 

!i! 2o a- twelfth /J fay Group -fill re-group arj* i rep are 
for an advance- by all three ($) Amies to tho RH • RE River- Target late 
First end »v*nth Araio;? s 10 Nov&ubero Target date Third 5 Noramber. 

* r 3® Sc (3) After the attack of Sixfet Arnyhas 2 cached 
the RHTHl.p Moth Army will nit- ok northward between the RMISEand the 

ME USE Elvers ia conciliation with Shooed British Army. Jt will, then take 
over the area west of the RHINE’ fo REfS inclusive. A {Sew later-group 
boundary will he announced later a* 8 

/"U. 25 Oef. * . 

‘This l iter of Instruction was issued after the launching . of the 
14 Daoowher Oounteroffwnfiiwfe , •._ ; . f-; -v.v; v .• • 

> - - ' T 'UIc Aijp. Operations 4 Observations of Ene&y Kovenente. 

. The. Target Intelligence 0®2(A3r) 8 issued a daily report* titled 
AIR Of mki- SS AND CB8M?A7X0££ O' SDB7 CCTOEfilfij eonsiuting generally 
of the fol. -*ing serttidnss 1. Air Operations (5y coM-amds,e.g» Till AF) 
Ho Etoa&y *t-ves#ats» HI* Sohfcduie of derations for the next day,, 

17. SAF Ac, hvity. , . * ‘ 

Of four sections , tlie II* i£xx% Enf cy Movosi^ats pertsined 

to enacy t* tldup. It # , however P licked interpretative cofnwentary, end 
was extras. Jy detailed in anslylis* Tho eection for 15 Eaca»l>or ? for 
inetenoop -^f.onotratsd thle detailed type* 

‘ti a m&t mtniszm 

"Xf true, the heaviest rail cones nirstlon occurred 
•* t GREVE^F^GJCH at 11545/1140 hours whsu F/fe Imbud and strafvd 30 tr? ins.’ 



t 

K 








f 
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fio%’feV»n ?AG U of 1105 hows she :cd th* ;mrd ah BREm^BCICF. with 50 
plus box cart-. Th* rail, linsa cu^rovudirij’ this area vere covered 6.;ri«£ 
tfur tpriixl and Um possibility for thjf considerable i»er*r*&e during 
this Vhorhp period is not very probably T/B return®^ to 
around 1300 hours and attacked train of 10 box care truth? engine and 
five care East of the town, 

*& U line froa C.tmt?BClC« to KLStGftf revealed', 'Seet 
of RLUBlXiO?/- 75 snixed care In U ' p $/r f 25 of these ttare oil} South of 
Kledorf 80 plus carr- equally vcda up of flats and sarong appeared 
loedodi " r 

Vito the .Thlx’d ,Amy area the Western yan ot SAAJuiRUCXEN 
was l/2 full including 3 trains? averaging 20*-3 n V»sr cars * yard 
appeared $ervlcable 0 * -. . • : - 

' itewxsiot, 1“ .• • •; ^ ' _' * v " 

. / I&ck o? aor^i’'rdcpnn»4ssr.noo due to weathers «■- -• Sf the period 
1-15 December* no rcdohcaiesanoe Was • flown on ?, 9? - i Brother* 

Foport{ daily) olosed 1000A for the preceding per' od, 

21 

(Sources For the 12 September * n*ooisber 1944 p- • •ied* 

Historical Records faction.. iStSd^XMpsSasz:*- dSdtswx KOGOa 
File, 448 ^X 82 ^ Drawer 08?1? Box 6„ 3 "'th Amy Group 

• Target Intelligence G-2 Air* Air Open. : 4 . 0 ns and 
Obffervaticne of Fnemy Movements* ) 



IX* Brig* Geo* E.L. Sibert? 0-2? letter t,» Brig* E.T. 
Wi.lllsa<i, 21 Army Group? 12 Deo 44 „ 

HQ, 12 A Op, 

Off. of the Asct 0 Ch. of S, 0-2 
APO 655 



H Dec 1944 



Brigadier £< T. lUHtae*, CBE, BSO* 
bOSil), Kain Beadqtsrtere, 

21 Amy' Group*- : 

?>e r Bill; 





Thank yon for the paper oa the nno»y aitmticr* as of 1 D^esssbav 
ann of 1 Porch-, ' 



1 agree with you as th«* unlikelihood of the tc-.-'v t being stabilised 
for 1 ng xmlese on the line of the BHTHE* We here ' e great hopes of 
Tat ton' going through the line in the SKEIBRUO.^h at, -* ?e hope that this 
will .draw off oaeor tv* divisions fre^ the- Sixth £* FsnRor Amy* 

About -the t,in® that these divisions sresafelyenr^ a South or engaged 
•in the Souths *a.hopt to hr.ve thedav. situation on e T--0FR elosrcd 
up. s* that v® ray proorod to the DM HE ip the neigh rhood of CC-iDyfiE- 



As to, German build-up on thi? front? I h: ye m 
your £isx figures? particuler^ when I bote 1 that yo-. 




-ginse'rit with 
sy^tFer.ia no way 
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»h&t percentage will cor© Jett and what, percente ge vlli 
itml here, honever, tlvii tv ere tyre eany recent end 
a#.;felgn«- / of Kasi d&tcj'lor’ tion or our front. We thank that 
inflicting- casml&es on hi* at .a 3»to«i rate with re peefc to 
<% cksualile?:, thfft hie ■ acral© is 1 ilwi his unite. ape very 
much ^nder^strimgth, poorly ©..nipped, poorly supplied and imdCr-fed. 

S« so N el eh think ths-t M* m«»po»er is of increasingly poor quality 
snd i' -it given ties sod fair ,westh©r we can moke progress against 
hiss t tywhorw, . 

I ihihfc' one of the *o&t signiiloant things in the iwnediate 
fatitr , is. the &3if.ogt certainty of record floods on th© &HINE. While 
this f.s'4 two-'CSged weapon, I think .that re »ay find valuable ns« for 
this. riy«rl i» inciting stmtiegieally.. ana^i^uctei*3:ly important areas, 

«' 9 « 

Si nooroJy yo?jrt-. 



Distributions 2 copies,. 



EDSI8 L. SIS®, 
Brigadier Genera, GSC, 
As Gcr os &* , 6v®2c 



(Fouree* Historical Records S ction..- Files of X2th Avny G r?mp„ 
Top Secret. Drawer 5737* 371.? Military Objectives. 7oJL, 

in, I tea. #37, I 

•• B.«®» A copy of Williams paper n& referred to ia paragraph one 
has a„fc :>e loo* ted,. 
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* 



X, Answer* to Questions by Srg. Can,. A. F„ 

Kiblor, G«3» 23 Aug. 43. 

(Sources ETC files, Kf^l066, ) 

■ii» Historical S«©tfrU*B v HSI’St(Hear), svlsaitied questions on 
]$ «3VIy 45 to Brig, G«n 0 Lewie, I> 0/S, and .they were answered on 
23 Aug 45 hy Brig* Gaa. A.Frank. v in Kibler, 0~3, in a four-page paper , 

The if* .lowing* .esftrfe a ts dor it vitb the German Counteroffensive , in respect 
to tho pre-CtmatoroffensIve period, xri Iher than the operational om? u 
Qusst. on* pertained tb Operation COBKA, tha Advane© to th© SIKSFXI2B 
Lins, the IfiBM&S. ’ 

1. C Q, Did 12th Army Group consider the enemy capable of an 
all-cut offensive during December 19447 If it did not so consider, 
rhftt 1 ore the principle facto s producing obscuration of the cnety 
situation? 

r A» Tha capability of s Qerr.sn offensive or * spoiling 
attach 1 had been discussed at this tir.o and ms considered ft possibility. 
It was not believed, however, that tbs enemy would risk an offensive 
of such slxe and scope ar actually took place. Obscure t Jon of ©ncssy 
ei tor ' ion *a# principally due to bail wsvther prohibiting fail effective-* 
nr--*^ ,f sir reoonn.' icsnno*. * ' . • . 
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XI. Activation of 12 t Army Gfoup. 

‘l 

finof rv 1942 »hen the V Corps initial increment of forces 

arrived in the iritish Isles, this co'.mand was the senior ore for 
Ai frican forces in the J uropean Theater. Oper tion -OV hilh! 's plan 
jrovideri that only one American army, vould j.articip te in the invasion 
of Northern frar.ee, but other American forces would be added after 
’he fir-t i base of the inva. 6n, to be placed under a sir, le American 
coi." =nder and head jfirters, cho would ccncuct field operations' under 
tiie direct co Uiftnd of the Supreme Allied Commander. Such a he&douarters 
v.as activated on 19 Cctober 19.'.' , designated a: the Mrst US Army ..re up 
(F’.'GaG), in U rUCJJ, England, and commanded by Lt. Gen. , *'irar I rad ley. 
i-.e was also a sif ned t^ command the First US Army— the 'merman 
inv sion rmy, which -.a? activated the next aay in hRKTCL, England. 

A prox irately mcntS after the 6 June 1944 D-Day, on 14 July, 
h< adcuarti- rs twelfth Army Croup, vas activated, to be commanded by 
.eneral :rauley, -ind •. o t of the FUSAG personiiel vas trinefe.rrrc to 
-he new iart*;-f. FUSAG continued until 18 October 1944, when it v.as 

■ f, ct v=-ted. . ffect'. ’t 1 August 1944, the first and Third 1C armies 
.ve e auti f ned to the 12th rrry Group, and on th/it day General isradley 
r» lin)"jnh*d command of the First BS Army, and assumed operational 
command cl" the 12th ^rmy Group. Headquarters 12t:. Array Group vas deac- 
tivated a year later, 1 August 1945, after VE-DAY. 

(Source; 12th Army Group RET’O: T CF 0TE.A71O:S, I r.AL »J T7R/ A Cr:CK 
i-Sf'RT. Vol. I. Surv rry. Introduction. Ifi files of Historical records 
Section and hist rical Division, if’ihA.) 



The r iy. * I'S Arm*/ ^roiij »■ s ec ivated itr 
conc American rmy pr . up in the ETC. 



1944, s the 
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ilain Ha&dqu&rtera* 
21 Army Group* 

8 Bee* 41 <> 



Dear Eddie* , 

Attached is a paper I wrote ax ’’the preseat /ora t adjust it 
right bs by 1 rlaroh supposing the front stabilised maowhll o./ Since 
thi3 is. unlikely* intact, the gaper was designed to argue vist it would 
te inadvisable s the ooncluBioiie warrant revision in some L dt fteilc . Hevor- 
thile;ss s> 'you r.**y bo gl_a4;tc have it ft ’cockshy* to s.ce "he' way we* ro 
Uixiikiagc - 




Yours Ever* 



(sgd) sin 

S. X, Williams 



3rig**t?en .v« o,* **1*3 £lRX* CSC •, 
Ao C 0 of G-2* 

HQ* 12th P.S. ASMY GROUP . 



1C’. 



WXS 

m;) 



Am.', Ircur.. Ft l« 



, f n 



('■oxdiistr aiv\ loataci Intel. 
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no m 0:4 :.irs*y at 1 mcmmi 

***** - » -n^ Hi f l^ r i ’tl 1 ni l ^-Hli l i rDMl » 



X. The , corny ha* in goner*.! tfcreo typs* of divi*iosu« 



{*} ^xfreadebie* infantry. which ha* suffered very high wastage in 
r*cetii opermticas *t a ret* ui* aiss divisions .lest weekly in the 
beat alone, I» geaortti* la the ssscod half of 1844, ha suffer* 

* not loss of eight di-listen* * month, for he iscnufaoturo* twelve 
; tliviait&Ee to loa® eonm.bwsnfcy on nil fronts. fhia wantage he# 
: .0Vsr.l<«ttaly been intensified la reosni operations in the frost » 

Ko hws^u^her reeeurosJi in SrfettilittsviR .ehieh asm dirsated, at 
,®i ^sofSjiCi 'rat*» of -die division a fortnight, ho vhe, Astern front* 
/ lift* now *pgfO*lD«»toiy fifty infantry ditislcni.-in the W»at A 



(b) taotical reeer?** ' of approximately IS Pas, PG Para diva* With 

have boon cuoked Into battle 'hltaast In their 
entirety ia renvnt operations, boss ware even in the line alrojuiy, 
i‘h* .*l« dice, however, are rseently refit twi *aa in the Plain 

in qu^ot sect j<~*$ three only mhj really comtluiii, the state of 
rOiVrtaition of pari; divs 1? o*ld«<atly well behind schedule, ilia 
iuur hi iiv* have all been hit herd. Of the five ?* diva, tmt 
eecx to be? partially extricated frost irteodinb® battle, the 
sitiutfeica haa hen. been sufficiently dangerous ic enforce the 
• 30 ."s«it’tai of “ 



(c) str'*h«( i«j reserves (apporoatly to voa Bundstsdb** <m hand) aav* 
in c"i« irustascat Pa Lehr iHvision which would s$*» Has' likely to 
: i;ro m. easier tin® again, There ' remain* flee refitted P* dira, 
ail believed forward of Cologne - Ueavu £ ?s, I, 2 , $ and IS 88 J?» 
Divr P These eenpriso $ V& flray, ’These division* fhould he, la 
- genert. 1 » vs VI up to etros^ifi with good equipment, perhaps S 0 /£ 
experienced psraonnel, the rest young, end nemo S 00 tank* ’ between 
, atu in equal proportion* IV, Panther and Tigor, l,e c appropriately 
150 plus tanks of eceh typo, This s»y bs an ovorsotiwato a* th* 

•ikuto cf f-'i Lehr ld.v5.o1 on t* far worse than «p& t’stici^ofcesU 

X. Thu prononfc operation* htvo caused the s-aossy vary «ub*t*??Mal oaaaaltiaa, 
out Is# feed io yr.ooe>d i53,dr>Q.» They are having * very wearing ©frccfe «sa hia 
iafentryj they ere liable t*T*u<tk in alisoet all his isebiofe?- reserves, wsgay 
«*f <ihfoh nrf- aorw isuch redueed ia strength* To te really effvdtivo, to yield, 
vix&l rjouiss, they nstet Involve hie *trate§;io rwiw'ww* VV 4 Euadateiit i« 
fighting a highly intelligent battle, I© seen* unlikely to risk thi* prociowi 
e :usrd over the Hhino until either (i) we adveroe aver the /h »r to present a 
t5a-aa.fc .not to be blunted by sueh tnctioal restrTe* «s SSetlel me avalleti* 
eitnia his ^ray wrtjapi or (ii) until aw offer hia J^>pertu.ni’'iy_te take us off 
imivico so that h® My launch a cowjtsr-atrofc* which could b-»ve the object cf 
putting paid to cur winter eaapalgfcin;?<> 3ut tlierc 1 ® aeuh*: . • ebviey.*$ he eaa . 
gr to - 20 ire vital objectives. SUr bruited ettebk towards 4*_ werp -i* not within 
hi* pofeeatiol* onn hojm only t© deliver a blerw so to re ri our prepare* 
ties* <-.0 to guarwiteo our failure to raccamnc* before the h'-riago Mi* ospa- 
oity is So- do eo la in doubt, and, indeed, hia K&gjk five u* the very 

apportxmlty no have *0 fsr failed to orsete, fie nacd* for * e»t*rpriee (i) 
brtd resther, else,’ our air supmacoy will dlertipt hi* tired .*. t*ib» tensed (lii) 




bad Waefcfter* > " <*• Our «tr «upro«*ay will disrupt Me aese&blyj • jet this very 
we&ih®?. would • teg hie tmn, latent (li) to find us tired sad aabaleseed (Hi) 
adequate fuel .eejtaTfw sustained nperatieae end to retire ia his own tins 
should they f # i (Sv) Ipprc infantry of good quality* Bo would then be taking 
«a iuwuja* ri«r- though the werel prise would be great* for * fillip is 
highly aeeoessi y* cad to disrupt our wittier campaigning would be s gain worth 
many risks* r vorth»le*a* it sees* more likely* if he is allowed to continue 
conducting bi» own operations without higher intervention* that h* will attar^t 
to awash our b* idgeheed# over she Reer » sad hold hie hand* 

$» Oar at. aisgio sir offensive ie directed an mesty fuel ead enemy 
c canonisation© -i Both are yielding divideads* yefc to ahow r-seuit* readily 
eotpjfcehle they depend on operation* on land- beiag continued st full protean* | 
to ensure that unsay' fusl ameut'sption ( noVer - loiswr" than* today) is intensified! 
«/.d th*b rusrwerd dieorgnmieetioa la linked to forward losses. 51w attack on 
ccamjaleatione Is less effected then tl»a fuel situation by ground operations . 
oir.ro the volu&* of military traffic to the f-ostom front is but a drop in 
the oo«e» oi* Oamsa aebnetty ao & whole* Sigh wstoge of weapons sad e^ulptsonk 
In operations fn. the ?a*t would be, however* ® soatributtva factor* Jo psm>$ 
os the sroaad wtaid not iaveiidato fcho etretegio sir offensive* but it would 
delay said diolniah its dividends* 

3* If ©partitions wore allowed to steMilso bctwoau new tad* say* 1 March the 
fallowing ho our estlny-.t© of the situs lion t “ “ 



i 5 military 

■Mg Or r j <1H 



Hio enemy would have the opportunity to refit his rosarva# cad* ia suofe 
~ .an event, he way bo ezpooted te hew* with the S feasor Aray ho has refitted 
already* a tot; 1 of 10 Fanser divisicisa fairly wall up to strength with por« 
hops 1000 tank*;* preponderantly Feathers and Tiger# (iaoludisg perhaps 2S0 
Timers II) s 4 i-0 division* and 6 Perm division*. In addition wo oay eapeot* 
on cur real* fora* the creation of another 80-40 Volksgresadler divisions, at 
iasst half ** probably more • of whieh my be expected to be directed to the 
bcctera front, 3 good and % inferior divisions should arrive from Ssaadiaavia 
and 4 frura Italy, the overall increase* then* is likely to be ia the neighbour* 
htfci of an v<|ulvtlest 4 Fanner* 2 PraiCrgrebadiar',' S. ^fountain and &0 Infc&try. 

, divisions » T3rs way prove the last gasp of German div'cioaai mnufaoiure hot 
c® proseat eviuoace it e&a be dose. It is nob ' anticipated that a owaoeseful 
R>*«ira offensive ^ould nffeot this estiws.se by ?*ore then 10 divisions. We 
should, bo prepared for a total of $0*100 divisions on the i&etsra front by 
curly March ir gp t iratl<m» stabilise. ^a aM tlle. the K*4«*ity* as mny as 70^* 
would, have a *tr«Sg€irol r _TS7^3' en’^^I^'S^ludSas services^ and even by 'I® 
will be very i 1 equipped with UT» This disadnmiege w>s«ld bo offset In the 
first piano by she time given to build aare f omf dable defenso# and for war© 
rigcrotiS mining, i» well a* the iaprovensat in his frost line strength end 
in particular . of it* standard of training* a delay until iftroh would also »a« 
able bln be core nut hie Yolkettum erganieatlen* a Sea^i fieard still at the 
ntosjant ia it* U3V. stage of development. 
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fcus&y r ghber. production is going «p sad the production of Jst airorsft 
during the ~ "►ter should fts. ter icily alter the comparative strengths by the 

Sp^kiV .;-- \ . - ... T 

A high*- rats of production of V.S and an improved technique must be 
•Tx»*t<i*djt i i--.'= m#y we preclude the development of newer sod more formidable 
r.> id 2 r'"noey wospsat# • 



£« 3 oon xic Situation 

Osrsea £ reduction will ooafcieue to fell during, the winter* ¥he Xmt 
of the main iron ore supplies end the difficulty of transporting Area ore 
te ku* Ruhr J,«s caused a sharp cut la steal .output* Furthermore* leolc #£• 
tnaa^sccao sn<i veftediasB is affecting the quality of suoh steel «» Is produced* 



?ho transport situation i» deterioration rapidly* fho wear sod tear of 
flvs years of w«r is :tow ereeorbsted by the he»vy Allied attack* en the rail-* 

*au system* ?i.w aonceaitsnt attsei ra &a irportsat waterways sad on H? fuel 
v ?wj o *ree f .ar strain &a the rsilratys with the net result that finished 
nr Holes, cwpunsafea «ud raw toaterlale fr.ro not moving la auffisleat quantify* 

It ie not oitbicipafcod* despite current wr-rry, that the strain is likely to 
•redoes a gr-wrel strlhe of railwayman before March if operations have sees* 
t&WL\sh atvibilieed in th© Interim* 

Tt is Anticipated that thosfcretogio attack on srwnay oil will fceop 
production tc a level of 4S;i of the prepaid figure. 31* oil -reserves ere 
virtually exhauebol Vat deoreesed ounsoi&pniou due to e stabilised front in 
<r tho bi«t woe.} d give him s cushion purhs'p* sufficient for en» series of aue» 
tzijisd eperctJ ons at full pressure* 

Industry Is bating effected by total su'Uiliet.ticfn by the uithdrswel Of 
*11 man cfiptblo of bearing, artc-s sitter for the Array or for per*->ailit«ry duties 
such ss builciag f erfcif leebleos . Sfe* mein effect so far is to rep3.es* skilled 
labour by worker# ’with insuffieis&k trstalag to selataie present output* 

Reseat dr attack* on the f?vra>un ^vmsmix%. r i adusfcry have effected produo* 
vi.cn end Kt- ’.sad the . pipeline in tank "output he* beta so reduced that 

teats «*»>#* Sag seat ...direst from assembly plfeatsto -waits* '••this is due ia 
thu mein to reduced tahJt produ*fci«*, but it is also affected by the shortage 
of oil for t Acting* ; Tank production may be expected to be in tho naig^botrhoed 
of 800 wathly (mxr* «e I Vs, Sop «* Psathors, SO # tigers 23.)* M£ ^rodustsioa 
is seriously nffeoWd by the ice* *£ tU® niaufseturlag fseilitiss of th« Virab* _- 
Ihs not result is .that current output i« not likely to exceed VOOO monthly* 
l .iharfe tern CvS«thicm is provided ‘;ry the number of eivilisn vehicles isj * _ 

utilised by f’ici rcstriotioaa* lbs trsr.spert situatica * rail, road raid water * 
ia likely to uSiow increasing delay* in traffic and a reduction la the cummant 
of ae$«ntial goods* Ihis will o»u*« tsantti'acturing otp^city, itself shrinking, 
to be Its® efficiently employed, with a consequant falling off in the production 
of an la-sente * ' . . . 
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Th«r« i* ao rttSM&n to ouppes* that th# ooonmi® siaohiaa rdll braak derm 
during fch® winrtor* but tv# *yppli©« reaching fch* Arsv ***» likely to be 
bslow th* ^wantitia# requl^u to «quip It to full atrongthe 
Tho spit#! of d#terlorftt-lm e*a # of caurao, b# Hioasurod smly by tho rote of 
wsatego iajpoaad, two norths*. patwo would r®duo* <ihle growing gap batwssm 
vrv iucbioa end dassand# 
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